THE CREEKER GAZETTE
The Official Journal of the 

Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Congratulations!  The bass tournament was a success for the club.  Many thanks to all who participated.  Special and well-deserved thanks go to Bill More for his tireless efforts.

I hope everyone is enjoying the fine weather and is getting outdoors.  I believe that fall in Kentucky is about as good as it gets.

Based on the activity I've seen at the Knob Creek range, the woods will be filled with carefully "zeroed-in" rifles. Quite a few folks were setting their zero on a fifty yard target.  Most were using either .270 Win or 30/06 rifles.  This is not "great expectations" for rifles of these calibers.  Maybe the targets were left over from muzzle-loaders were zeroed.  Oh well.  Ask three shooters how to zero a rifle and you'll probably get three different opinions.

Get outdoors and enjoy life.

WAMZ BASS TOURNAMENT

The 2000 WAMZ Bass Tournament is now a memory.  We had fifty-one boats entered, as many as we've had in years.  We launched these crafts in some thirty-one minutes.  Fishing (if not the weather) was good to the anglers.  The club made a tidy sum.  All's well in the world.  We'll spend the next couple of months debriefing the event so that we can do even better in 2001.  Oh yeah, special thanks to Dan Sesit, Bill More and Art Gunst, who acted as the chairmen for this event.  Thanks also to the good members who worked hard to make this 

Home of the World Famous Catfish Derby

event happen.  Without your good works, we'd never have the success we enjoy.

THIRD DISTRICT ELECTIONS

The election for officers of the Third District will be held on Wednesday, October 25.  It will be held at the Taylorsville community center.  Each club in the district is allowed five votes.  Since your humble scribe is running for Vice President and Hugh Adamson is running for League Director, it is critical that we have our five votes.  Let's commit five people to this event and coordinate transportation so that we can stand up and be counted.

SPEAKING OF ELECTIONS:

Our club will elect directors and officers at the November meeting.  Nominations are held at the October meeting.  If you feel the urge to serve, let us know.  The club can always use new blood at the top.  

TROUT TRIP

Several members are considering a trout trip the weekend of November 4-6.  Of course, it will be on the beautiful Cumberland River.  At this time, we're contemplating renting the cabins at Dale Hollow, some 10 miles from Traces on the Cumberland and just five miles more from the Burkesville ramp.  This is prime big fish territory.  These cabins are cheap and provide cooking facilities, so we can enjoy some indoor camping.  I need some pictures for an article about trout for eAngler.com, so I may make you a star as well.  Let's talk.

AWARDS

I'm going to complain a bit.  For the last two years, the Club has awarded our traditional awards, but no trophies have been forthcoming.  I'm making a public appeal for the appointment of a responsive awards committee.   I also believe that we should confer all of the appropriate plaques that we owe people at the Christmas party.  These awards have great meaning, both to those who have received them in the past and those who have received them recently.  Let's honor this tradition by making sure everyone gets their due.

HOMETOWN BOYS DO GOOD

It's important to honor two of our own who have distinguished themselves.  Norm Worful was a key committeeman on the recent Friends of NRA banquet.  Through his efforts, the NRA received a tidy sum.  Alex Lea chaired the banquet to benefit the Kentucky Wildlife Foundation.  Again, money was raised for a good cause.  Attaboy, Norm and Alex!  That's the kind of volunteerism that does our sports proud.  

DEER SEASON

Remember, during the upcoming deer season, the KDFWR needs does harvested in zone 1.  If you're a meat hunter (and let's face it, most of us are) take some does.  Leave the big beamed bucks to make some little bucks.  I would also like to bring up some of the basic safety rules.  You know them.  I'm not going to lecture you here.  Just be careful.  Most of us don't play with our high-powered rifles all that often, so a little extra caution is always in order.  The only thing that should shuffle off this mortal coil this season should be Bambi.

BULLY PULPIT

The opinions expressed in this column are those of the author.  They are not the official opinion of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc, its’ officers, directors, editor or members.  But they should be.

I usually write a cute Bully Pulpit in October that uses the Catfish Derby© Index to predict the winner of the upcoming elections.  This year, I’m straying from that tradition.  I’m doing so because I believe that the outcome of the presidential election is far too important a subject for jokes.  This year, more than any time in the recent past, the outcome of this election will shape the way we will be able to pursue our sports.  We have two candidates that have a profoundly different view of how the world should look.   Whoever wins this election will have a tremendous impact on us.

Possibly the most important issue to sportsmen and women is our second amendment rights.  Al Gore is a staunch supporter of more gun control.  He’s in lockstep with his mentor’s policies.  Remember, his boss is the father of the Brady bill and the “assault weapons” ban.  He’s the guy who vetoed a crime bill that gave him every gun control measure he wanted save one.  Gore cannot be trusted to do anything but what he’s learned from Clinton.  He’s voiced his anti gun sentiments and has repeated the same lies that The Slick One has told about the guns.  Virtually every speaker at the Democrat National Convention spoke in praise of gun control.  The Clinton-Gore justice department recently issued a letter stating that they believe that the second amendment does not affirm the right of citizens to keep and bear arms.  What’s worse, as a senator, Gore supported gun rights as late as 1986.  He blows wherever the wind takes him.  We need not be hit over the head to make us understand.  His administration will make a grab for our guns.  With Algore, we get four more of what we have had for the last eight.  We don’t need someone with Rosie O’Donnell’s agenda in the Oval Office.

Bush is another matter.  He’s taken a far more pro-gun stance.  He has not proffered any of the risky schemes that the Democrats seem to like.  He’s a supporter of the second amendment.  He signed a concealed carry law in Texas.  While no president can fully control the actions of Congress, he or she has the power of veto.  The president also appoints the cabinet members and department heads that implement laws and the judges who enforce them.  Bush’s pro-gun stance means that if he’s elected, the BATF may well have its’ culture of being jack-booted thugs tempered.  The Justice Department may well be enjoined from bringing suits against lawful gun manufacturers.  Hopefully, he’ll fire the deputy attorney general who has written that the second amendment guarantees individuals no rights.   He also has the bully pulpit of the presidency to shape the debate.  Instead of histrionics and unsubstantiated claims, Bush is likely to take a more reasoned approach.  On the gun issue, Bush is the clear choice for sportsmen and women.

On the issue of public lands, Gore is of the big government mindset.  Agencies like the US Forest Service, the US Fish and Wildlife Service and the US Parks Service all have responsibility for the stewardship of public lands.  Gore will likely follow Clinton’s path of federalizing more land.  Having done so, there is no guarantee that these lands will be available to hunters and anglers.  His boss has already handed down an executive order forbidding the building of roads in national forests.  No one wants to create interstate highways in the Daniel Boone National Forest, but to access the center of the forest by foot would be a virtual impossibility.  The animal rights cult is a liberal creation and there is no mistaking Gore for anything but a liberal.  Will he cave to the cult?  Who knows?  We do know that he’ll pander to those who might support him. He and his boss had no problem diverting excise taxes paid by hunters and anglers to anti-hunting groups.  Remember, these are the creeps who caved into the tree huggers and forbade the logging in national forests that in part led to the horrific forest fires in the west.  Although he and his boss Federalized a great deal of land, the amount of public land available to hunters and anglers shrunk during their reign.   It’s not too far fetched to think that we would lose the right to hunt and fish on public lands completely in a Gore administration.   If he thought prostituting himself to the bunny or tree huggers would get their support and money, he’d hose us in a minute.  You say that’s impossible?   In the fifties it was far fetched to think that waterfowl hunters couldn’t use lead shot.  Twenty short years later, they found themselves using steel.  It was unthinkable that a smoker would have to sneak outside for a quick butt in the seventies.  Twenty years later, we see crowds of smokers huddled around back doors having a smoke.  Never, ever count anything out. 

 If this dismal scenario isn’t enough, Gore lobbied for the appointment of Craven Crowell and Skila Harris to the TVA directorate.  Remember, TVA?  The guys who wanted to sell their mining rights in the Daniel Boone National Forest?  The guys who wanted to build condos and a theme park at LBL?  That get variants from pollution regulations other utilities must follow?  The folks that got the ONLY license for a nuclear power plant during the Clinton-Gore administration?  If one is known by the company one keeps, Algore is not quite as green as he’d like us to believe. 

 Bush has a tradition of sportsmen in his family.  He is the governor of one of the greatest hunting and angling states, Texas.  The traditional Republican mindset is typically less government control.  Bush and Gore represent two vastly different ideoligies on government controls.  Bush has no track record of governmentalizing land in Texas where he’s governor.   Texas has improved the dismal environmental record of former Democrat Governor Ann Richards under Dubya.  Bush’s track record on public lands and pollution control bodes better for sportsmen than does Gore’s.

Gore is an avowed enemy of the internal combustion engine.  In his pseudo-environmentalist book he calls it the greatest danger facing America today.   It would not be hard to imagine a Gore administration using regulations to choke the automotive and marine industries.  Two of the most basic constituents of hunting and fishing are the ability to get to the woods and waters.  Will Gore try to raise corporate average fuel economy rates to a level that will eliminate SUV’s and pickup trucks from corporate product lines?  Will he impose regulations that limit or eliminate ATV’s and high horsepower outboards?  He sure talks like he will.  The essence of his book Earth in the Balance is that the internal combustion is the biggest threat to the earth’s environment. Gore was vice president to a guy whose administration did these very things.    Why would we expect him to change his stripes if elected?  Again, no one wants polluted air.  The Explorer of today burns about the same amount of gas and emits less tailpipe filth than the Volkswagen of the sixties.  We’ve made tremendous headway.  Gore’s way ignores the significant progress we’ve made.   In terms of automotive technology, he’s a Luddite.  

It is uncharacteristic for my column to make a direct appeal to vote for a candidate.  In truth, I’m as much asking you to vote against Gore as I am asking you to vote for Bush.  Neither is Theodore Roosevelt.  It’s a damned shame that we don’t attract candidates like TR today.   If not perfect, George W will be a far better friend to the sportsman than Algore could ever dream of being.  There is a basic difference between the two.  Gore has a long ingrained belief that government knows better how we should live our lives than do we.  Bush is more of a rugged individualist.  The issue is really personal freedom.  Do we want the government telling us how we should live our lives, what we should drive, whether or not we should own a constitutionally protected product or whether or not we should be able to use lands bought with our tax dollars?  These are the issues.  Bush bodes better for personal freedom than the Stick Man.  I wouldn’t have written this column (and undoubtedly take some significant heat) if I didn’t view this issue as critical and believe this to be true. 

Throughout fifteen years of the Bully Pulpit,  I’ve vowed to myself to speak plainly about issues and to take what I believe to be the correct stance, no matter how unpopular.  I know that a small number of my readers have veins sticking out of the back of their neck and are gritting their teeth as they read this.  To them, I apologize for rubbing a raw nerve.  It’s the nature of this business.  That being said, let’s all get to the polls and vote.  If you vote for Bush, that’s fine.  If you vote for the other guy, that’s not so fine, but you did exercise your most precious right as an American.  Either way, you took the step that underpins our entire system.  Ok, done voting?  Now go hunting or fishing.  You’ve earned it.

The opinions expressed in the Bully Pulpit are those of the author.  They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, director s or members of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.   But they should be.

REMEMBER:

VOTE ON NOVEMBER 7 AS IF YOUR SPORTS AND TRADITIONS DEPEND UPON IT.

THEY DO.

Thee ‘Creeker Gazette  is the official publication of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  You can reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications.  You can write us at box 22592 Louisville, Kentucky 40222, call us at (502) 228-5464, fax us at (502) 228-7443 or email us at daking101@hotmail.com.  We’d love to hear from you.

OCTOBER MEETING


WEDNESDAY THE 18TH


NORTH OLDHAM LION’S CLUB


7:30 P. M.








