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THE CREEKER GAZETTE
The Official Journal of the 

Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Our fearless leader is away on yet another vacation.  He asked me, on his behalf, to wish all of the turkey hunters well and to remind them to hunt safely.  

THIS MONTH’S SPEAKER
This month, we’ll have Dave Brandt and Jerry McDaniels talking Cumberland River trout.  This is a universally popular sport in our club so it is appropriate that Dave and Jerry help us sharpen our skills.  

BARN RAISING

The tentative date of the Cumberland River barn raising is the weekend of May 19-21.  Of course, this date is contingent on weather and other preparation, but it is as firm as possible.  Mark your calendars, sharpen your saws and locate your hammers.  With a little luck, we’ll be getting a little work done that weekend.

CATFISH DERBY

It’s never too early to mark your calendar for the Catfish Derby.  It will 

Home of the World Famous Catfish Derby
be held the weekend of June 22-24.  We’ll clean up the first Saturday in June with an alternate date of the weekend before the Derby.  We’ll have more details in the May letter.

OHIO RIVER BASS TOURNAMENT

Progress towards this tournament is steady.  We’ve got it posted on the KDFWR and Fishin.com web sites.  We’ll have an ad in the Kentucky Sportsman and kentuckysportsme.com in the very near future.  Since we're not going to have the paid radio support we’ve had in the past it’s up to all of us to ensure that we have boats in the tournament.  

ROUGH RIVER TRIP
We’ll have a fishing trip at the Sullivan Compound soon.  It’s a bit hard to set a date just yet because the Corps has been slow about raising the water in the lake.  I’m monitoring the situation and as soon as it’s full, we’ll schedule a date.  Did I mention that they have jumbo hybrids in Rough now?  Hmmm.  Maybe we could see if this rumor is true

TURKEY HUNTERS

We hope that you’ll come out and share your tales of the thrill of victory, the agony of defeat and the drama of turkey competition with us at the April meeting.  You’ll have had a few mornings in the woods and we’d love to live vicariously through your stories.  We look forward to seeing you Wednesday.  And like Sergeant Esterhauz used to say on Hill Street Blues, be careful out there.  
The opinions expressed in the Bully Pulpit are those of the author.  They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, director s or members of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.   But they should be.

Oh-oh.  Another one of those double disclaimer Bully Pulpits.  
BULLY PULPIT

I received two emails this morning that ensured that I’d have a topic for this month’s installment.  The first was from Suzanne Veaudry of the National Wildlife Federation (NWF).  She was trumpeting the League’s roll in opposing oil drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.  The other was from eAngler.com asking people to write to the Florida Conservation Commission about proposed manatee protection rules.

Let’s take Suzanne first.  I’ve attended all but two League board meetings in the last seven years.  I read the minutes of the two I missed.  I’ve been to the last nine League conventions.  With the exception of a brief discussion at a board meeting, I’m unaware of the rank and file League membership ever being asked by the NWF if we supported their position against this drilling.  The support she trumpets does not come from the rank and file member of the League.

If the truth were known, the NWF’s home office decides what battles they’ll fight.  Although the League is their Kentucky affiliate, their policies come from on high with the expectation that we’ll support it.  In this case, I have to respectfully disagree with their policy.  Where the hell do they think we get oil?  Oh, I get it.  If we can despoil Kuwait or Saudi Arabia or Mexico for oil, sorry about their luck.  The NWF supported the Conservation and Reinvestment Act (CARA) that would have diverted the proceeds from offshore oil leases into conservation funds for each state.  Could it be that they’re OK with drilling when it puts a buck into the pockets of their allies?  Maybe they’d lessen their opposition to drilling in the ANWR if they got a piece of the action.  They certainly didn’t oppose offshore drilling when it was going to be a cash cow for their industry.  I wonder what their position on offshore drilling is after the failure to enact CARA into law?

Seriously, I don’t believe that the NWF is not so devious as to base their support or opposition to an issue on where the money flows.  I believe it’s worse than that.  I believe that they base their platforms on knee-jerk reactions.  Like most organizations of their ilk, they rely on the financial support of their members.  Like most, they have professional executive staffs that steer their policies toward the average guilt-ridden individual who joins their organization and sends them money as a way of assuaging their conscience for not personally doing anything for conservation.  The guys at the top understand that the average “socially conscious”, politically correct yuppie won’t send them any more money if they espouse a position that runs counter to Dan Rather’s blather or the latest Newsweek essay.  It matters not that the price of gasoline is inching towards two dollars and that we’re at the mercy of a politically unstable portion of the world for oil.  The fact that such drilling would have a very small environmental impact on the ANWR is of little consequence.  It wouldn’t make their members (read patrons) happy to see the NWF go soft on oil drilling in the ANWR, no matter how necessary or no matter how small the environmental impact.  In short, they don’t have the courage to do the right thing if it will cost them members.

The NWF has repeatedly told the League that we can only be the State Affiliate of the NWF.  If we, for example, wanted to be the State Affiliate for the National Rifle Association or the Wildlife Legislative Fund of America, they’d yank our affiliation at once.  That’s pretty cheeky for a group that relies on its members.  It also points out their absolute focus on maintaining membership in any manner possible.  From my view, they’ll use threats like this as well as a narrow, self-serving approach to environmental issues to keep the money flowing their way.  Guess what, folks?  If it were up to me, they wouldn’t get the chance to fire us.  I believe we ought to fire them.  I’d much rather give our time, treasure and talent to groups that advocate our beliefs.  

The second email was about the comment period for the Florida Conservation Commission’s plan to protect manatees.  This plan was created to answer a lawsuit filed by a group of Florida bunny-huggers to eliminate sport fishing and boating in any water where manatees swim.  The patron saint of the save-the-manatee jihad is none other than Jimmy Buffett.

Before you get the wrong impression, I’ve got nothing against manatees.  I don’t want to see them destroyed.  They are vulnerable to boat propellers in their native waters.  Yes, careless boaters have killed manatees.  I support the concept of protecting their breeding and feeding grounds.  It’s important that they be protected from unnecessary danger.

That being said, the bunny huggers want vast areas of the Florida coast to be boat (and presumably fisherman) free.  They’ve filed suits to virtually eliminate boat traffic on much of the Sunshine State’s best fishing waters.  Already, vast areas have become no-wake or no boating zones.  Folks who have lived their lives on the Florida coast point out that areas that have been closed haven’t housed a manatee in their lifetime.  It makes little difference to the animal rights cult.  One might live there someday, so boating is verboten.

I’ve also got to take a jab at the FCC.  They’re trying to seek a compromise so that the lawsuits will go away.  Their first attempt at compromise so hurt fishing that the howls heard from their constituents (the folks who buy fishing licenses) were deafening.  They had to back up, re-write the rules and then put them out for public review.  Hopefully, those of us who buy a Florida fishing license and enjoy the nation’s premier coastal fishery will let the FCC know that we’d rather fight it out with the cult rather than to give in to them.   Florida’s sportsmen and women have carried the water for their Conservation Commission for years.  The sportsmen and women are the ones who got a constitutional amendment passed against commercial fishing so that sport fishing would be protected.  They’re the ones who pay the fees and licenses that allow the Commission to keep itself afloat.  The FCC would be well advised to remember who pays the tab and what industry keeps them in business.  Florida’s hunters and anglers would be wise to remind the Commission at every opportunity.

It seemed almost serendipitous to receive these two emails that illustrate how little institutions think of those who pay the bill so close to the day of income tax reckoning.  It seems that large institutions have a nasty habit of forgetting about who pays to keep them afloat.  It also points out that the squeaking wheel gets greased.  The NWF is kowtowing to the politically correct instead of their rank and file.  The FCC is kowtowing to the bunny huggers rather than to their constituents.  God only knows how many whiners to which the Federal government kowtows.  Thomas Jefferson once said that the tree of liberty occasionally had to be fed with the blood of patriots.  I’m not advocating violent, bloody action, especially if it’s my rather weak blood.  It is, however, a good idea for all of us to let these institutions know that we’re the reason that they exist and not that they’re the reason we exist.

The opinions expressed in the Bully Pulpit are those of the author.  They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, director s or members of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.   But they should be.

The ‘Creeker Gazette is the official publication of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  You can reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications.  You can write us at box 22592 Louisville, Kentucky 40222, call us at (502) 228-5464, fax us at (502) 228-7443 or email us at daking101@hotmail.com.  We’d love to hear from you.

APRIL MEETING


WEDNESDAY THE EIGHTEENTH


7:30 PM


THE NORTH OLDHAM LION’S CLUB





We hope to see you there!








