THE CREEKER GAZETTE
The Official Journal of the 

Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Our president has asked me to fill in for him this month.  It seems he spent his time picking up a new Springer spaniel pup instead of addressing us.  Although his messages are always scintillating, I think we’d all agree that the acquisition of a new hunting dog is a higher, better use of anyone’s time.  Good luck with the pup, Art.               

THIS MONTH’S MEETING

This month, we’re hosting the regular meeting of the Third District Wildlife Federation.  Along with a light supper and a regular business meeting, we’ll be addressed by Barbara Pulliam of the KDFWR about some changes they’re making.  We’ll also hear from Jefferson County’s Sheriff, Col. John Aubrey, Lieutenant Governor Steve Henry and the president of the Sheriff’s association about the voluntary gun lock program that the Lieutenant Governor’s Association has developed.  Col. Aubrey wants to partner with the sportsmen and 
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women of the district to get the word out about this free, voluntary program.  This promises to be an interesting meeting and you’ll get fed as well.  You should come on out.

OHIO RIVER BASS TOURNAMENT

As this is being written our applications and posters are being printed.  Our advertising is in place.  Our next objective is to ensure that we have sufficient entries in this tournament to make it successful.  If you know a competitive bass angler, be sure to invite him or her to participate.  The payout is good and the river has been giving up some good fish.  We’ll detail the manpower requirements for this event in the September newsletter.

TROUT TRIP

Those who were able to make the recent trout trip were treated to a good time.  Heavy rains caused the event to be moved from Dave Brand’s riverside retreat to Jack Foote’s spot upriver.  Well, at least most people moved the event.  A couple of intrepid souls made their way to Dave’s but that’s another story.  I’m planning a mid-fall trip to the river for trout so if you have interest, please let me know.

SHARKIN’

I’ve got to take a moment to brag.  I went with my son Patrick, my nephew Mick, a friend of Patrick and his dad to Florida.  Our mission: hook those young boys up to some serious fish.  I’m happy to report that both of the boys caught numerous sharks, including two Bull sharks in the seven-foot size class.  It must be pretty cool to catch a fish half again as big as oneself.  I hope they remember it forever.

BULLY PULPIT

Last week, one of our club members called me with the breathless revelation that the world’s population has stabilized at its present level and is poised for decline in the future.  I’d seen a squib about that very thing but had not paid it any attention.  After hearing his story, I looked at his source and darned if he wasn’t right.  The newspaper of record, the New York Times, did indeed report that studies indicate that the world’s population has indeed stabilized and is in a slight (but apparently) long-term decline.

That caught my interest.  Hadn’t I just read on the National Wildlife Federation’s website that one of their big issues was world population control?  Weren’t they chiding the present administration for curtailing funds for worldwide family planning?  Why?  If the population of the planet is stabilized and decreasing, why is more money to decrease it a consideration?  How fast need the population decline?  Do they want to bump off the odd person or two?  It seems like this problem (if it indeed exists) is correcting itself.


All this got me to thinking…what other myths exist are simply not rooted in fact?  After snooping around a bit, I found quite a few.

The first piece of apocryphal detritus I thought of is that we’ve become an oil-wasting, gas-guzzler-driving society.  Since 1970, the population of the US has increased by approximately 40%.  Our use of oil has increased by only about 15 percent.  From where I sit, we’ve reduced our per capita use of oil, not increased it.  True the population has increased, but as our friends at the New York Times have noted, it’s stabilized and declining.  We have made a good faith, successful effort at becoming more efficient in the use of petroleum.  Industry keeps working on more fuel-efficient technology for all of our toys.  Furnaces delivered about fifty percent of the Btu/h potential of the gas they burnt in 1970.  Today, a low efficiency furnace delivers 80%.  That’s more than a fifty- percent increase.  The Ford Crown Victoria I drove in 1979 got a whopping twelve miles to the gallon.  The similarly sized Mercury I drive today gets twenty-four.  Carmakers have doubled fuel efficiency in the last two decades.  The whiners that constantly call on congress to establish even tougher fuel efficiency rules are whistling in the dark.  In twenty-odd years industry has made remarkable strides.  It’s in their best interest to continue.  We’re conserving at a fast pace.  While population (and demand) is high, we’re going to have to produce more oil or stop driving.  I don’t believe people will reduce their driving, so while we have a high number of drivers (as well as people who want warm houses and such) we’ll have to increase production.  It’s a cost that society seems to want to bear.  We don’t use a lot of energy because of evil industry.  It’s what we demand, and when it comes to getting around, being warm and being cool, it’s not an unreasonable demand.

Another issue that is constantly raised is that although the US is a tiny part of the world’s population, we consume forty percent of its resources.  You bet we do.  We also feed a huge part of the world.  We produce the preponderance of the world’s medicine.  We are responsible for the lion’s share of the technological innovations that have allowed the rest of the world to improve the quality of its life.  We use a lot of stuff because we’re making a lot of stuff…a lot more stuff than we use.  We’re not making it because we’re wasteful; we’re making it because we’re supplying everyone else.  I’m quite certain that our use of mother earth’s resources would plummet if we only produced for our consumption.  I bet that a lot of the world’s people who depend on grain from Iowa or antibiotics from Indianapolis or bourbon from Bardstown want us to stay in the consume and produce business.

The third myth that confuses me is that we must be vigilant to prevent the extinction of any species from the planet.  Wake up, folks.  What about evolution?  To some great measure, species become extinct because they cannot compete in a cruel, competitive biosphere.  Dinosaurs are extinct.  They outlived their capacity to compete for life on the planet.  If they were here today would we alter the course of history to save them?  If so, to what lengths would we go to preserve them?  Would we sacrifice humans to protect them?  Before you answer that question, let’s look at what happened to four firefighters in Oregon last month.  These four young folks perished fighting a forest fire.  They radioed to have water helicopter dropped onto a backfire.  The water drop was delayed for several hours because of questions about the river where the water would be dipped.  It seems that the salmon population in that particular river is threatened.  Dipping water from the river was forbidden to prevent the possibility of scooping the fish with the water. (Note to self: next trout trip, hire a helicopter with a bucket instead of bringing a rod and reel)   Precious time was wasted determining if the rules against dipping fire suppression water from that river could be breached.  In that time, four humans were roasted.  Doesn’t that kind of suggest that someone somewhere in authority assigned a greater value to what I’m having for dinner tonight than they put on people?  From where I sit it sure does.  What about the poor trees being burnt?  If not for the sake of people for the sake of trees couldn’t the fish be sacrificed?  Even if man is the evil interloper, don’t the trees deserve the same consideration as the fish?  I’m not the sharpest tool in the shed, but it sure looks to me that someone had their priorities jumbled.  The blood of those brave firefighters is on that person’s hands.

I know that this essay seems like a rant.  That’s because it is.  I know that these issues are not as simple as I portray them.  They’re not as simple nor as concrete as the radical environmental cult would have you believe either.  The fact of the matter is that jingoistic whining and carping about man’s effect on the environment is by no means a good path towards conservation.  Knee-jerk legislation will not save the planet (if indeed it is in grave danger).  As a hunter and an angler, I value the resources that enable me to enjoy and fulfill myself.  As a parent, I want to leave a world that’s fit for habitation to my children and then to their children.  I want them to enjoy as I have enjoyed. I also realize that as long as we live here we’re going to have to use what’s here.  We’ve got to be careful about how we use it.  Care doesn’t mean that we can’t use them, as some of the bunny and tree huggers would have us believe.  Care means to use what we have responsibly with an eye toward the future.  

The opinions expressed in the Bully Pulpit are those of the author.  They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, director s or members of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.   But they should be.

The ‘Creeker Gazette  is the official publication of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  You can reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications.  You can write us at box 22592 Louisville, Kentucky 40222, call us at (502) 228-5464, fax us at (502) 228-7443 or email us at daking101@hotmail.com.  We’d love to hear from you.
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