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THE CREEKER GAZETTE
The Official Journal of the 

Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

One of our club members has a nice piece of property on the Cumberland River to which our club has been invited to fish for trout.  This has become a yearly event.  Accommodations have been of the “bring your own” type, so when our host asked for volunteers to help him build a structure, I was glad to see members volunteer to help.  More than muscle is was volunteered.  Planning assistance was also offered.

Timing for this project is not yet firm.  We’ll probably wait until the soil is dry enough to dig.  

Ways to make the club better are always welcome.  We are not the only club in town and many of you have contact with members of other clubs.  When talking to others, please ask how they do things such as events raise money; insure their club, et cetera.  These matters are of great interest to the present and the future course of the club.

THIS MONTH’S MEETING PROGRAM

After we finish our business this month, we’ll watch the videos of T.K and Mike.  For those of you who have never seen these guys, they’re a scream.  It’s worth an hour of your time to watch them, especially with your friends.

DUES DUE

In your last newsletter, you received an application and dues invoice.  Please fill it out and send us a check.  It does cost a few bucks to keep this train on the tracks, and we need to keep addresses and such updated.  Do your part.

OHIO BASS TOURNAMENT

It is the intention of the club to once again produce the annual Ohio River Bass Tournament.  This year, it will not be under the auspices of WAMZ.   That’s a change, but not necessarily a crippling blow.  We’ve got a database of those who have fished it for the 

Home of the World Famous Catfish Derby
last three years.  The date is well established among fishermen.  The large first prize is an enticement.  Dan Sesit is chairing this event, so when he asks you for help, step up and help.  The revenue from this tournament goes a long way to keeping our club afloat.

BLUEBIRD BOXES

You’ll get this newsletter on Saturday the seventeenth.  On Sunday, the eighteenth, we’ll be building bluebird boxes at the O’Neil Nature Preserve.  We’ll start at 9:00 and we’ll be done before noon.  Bring a thermos of coffee and your screw gun and we’ll crank these boxes out in short order.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Some of the following events have been proposed for your consideration.  These events are:

· A game preserve quail/pheasant hunt, proposed date March 17.

· A  trout trip and “barn raising” at Dave Brandt’s property in April

· A varmint hunt in July

· A  trout trip in August

These events are in addition to our usual stuff.  Of course, if you have an event you’d like to see done, just suggest it.  Heck, if two people want to get together to do something, it’s an event.  Maybe some crappie fishing?  A day at the skeet range?  Everything is possible

ADULT BEVERAGE RAFFLE

Just like in the old days, we’ll have a raffle at this meeting.  To restart this tradition, a sizeable bottle of a quality adult beverage will be raffled.  Autograph a dollar bill, drop it in the hat and you may be the proud owner of a bottle of instant headache.  Aspirin not included.

BULLY PULPIT

Our fearless leader, President Art Gunst, has been on a crusade to make this club more fun.  I, for one, believe that his crusade is extremely well thought-out.  We spend a lot of time building bird boxes, running the bass tournament, doing things with the League and the third district.  All of these things are important to our club and to our sports.  Still, our basic club mission is to have fun.  With that in mind, I’d like to be our institutional memory for a few moments and take a stroll down the club memory lane.

When I first joined this club, an annual event was the groundhog hunt.  Everyone who was interested in hunting would meet at their super-secret, never fail groundhog spot.  After a day of drilling these varmints, we’d meet at a predetermined spot at a predetermined time and judge winners based on biggest groundhog, most groundhogs and longest shot.  Prizes were minimal, food was cooked and fun was had.   I have a specific memory of Jack Foote trying to pawn off an extremely large hog he shot earlier in the season.  His problem was that he froze the hog and it did not thaw before the weigh in.  Something about the extreme coldness and stiffness of the critter belied his claims of early onset rigor mortis.  It was, however, a nice try.

Another event we used to have was a club squirrel hunt.  A former member allowed the use of his farm to hunt and camp.  I cannot speak to the specifics of this event because I never was able to attend it, but reports were quite exciting.   Members still talk about Jed Edinger’s recipe for Squirrel Bonaparte.   

Mid-May used to be the time when we had our frog-gigging event.  Sadly, a lack of frogs has caused this event to dwindle.  Mucking around the banks of ponds after dark is a worthwhile enterprise.  It’s a shame that pollution has decimated the frog population so that this event has waned.

Years ago, a group of folks would take a spring trip down to Cumberland to fish for stripers.  Tales of being lost in the fog, huge fish and good meals abound from those trips.  Once, the event of Kevin Foote’s stag party was combined with a striper trip at which many fish were caught and Kevin wore a rather unseemly headgear all weekend.  Again, more memories.

I could go on for pages about the things we’ve done in the past.  If the truth were told, the Club still does a lot of fun stuff, both as a club and as small groups of members.  Trout trips, salmon trips, hunts of most kind are all still part of the fabric of the club, but the participation seems to be spotty.  It’s impossible to mandate that people attend a fun event, but it would be awfully nice to do a few more things and see some new faces when we are out and about.

I’m probably one of the most guilty of letting some of the fun ooze out of this club.  I spend a lot of time ranting about problems that our sports face.   A number of our members do lots of work with organizations and causes that are important to our sports.  We spend a lot of time with the League, The NWTF, DU, The Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, the KDFWR, the Kentucky Wildlife Foundation and a host of other important stuff.  Sometimes, maybe we get a little too wrapped up in that stuff to remember that the reason that we do all of the things we do is to have fun.  

I propose we make a club-wide pact.  We’ll all attend to our responsibilities.  We’ll all be dedicated to our causes, but we’ll be mindful of the fact that the purpose of the Club is fun and fellowship.  Let’s make our 2001 goal to have more fun with our friends. Let’s make it our goal to wear out more guns, fishing reels and outboard motors this year.  Let’s also make it our goal to laugh ourselves hoarse at every opportunity.   If we don’t, what have we saved if we knock ourselves out saving our sports.  It’s all about recreation and fellowship.

Opinions expressed in the Bully Pulpit are those of the author.  They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, director s or members of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.   But they should be.

The ‘Creeker Gazette is the official publication of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  You can reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications.  You can write us at box 22592 Louisville, Kentucky 40222, call us at (502) 228-5464, fax us at (502) 228-7443 or email us at daking101@hotmail.com.  We’d love to hear from you.

FEBRUARY MEETING WEDNESDAY THE 21st


7:30 PM North Oldham Lion’s Club


Come On Out 











