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THE CREEKER GAZETTE
The Official Journal of the 

Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club        


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The theme of having fun is taking shape.  I should say it’s being given a shot in the arm, because ‘Creekers have always known how to have a good time.  It’s like anything else, though, in that time seems to slip through our fingers unless we make definite plans.

One part of the program is to agree upon what form the fun will take because of the many activities afforded by outdoor Kentucky.  For example, the Cumberland Lake/Cumberland River area offers fantastic striper fishing and trout fishing.  Where to go?  It’s a tough choice. Travel distance is also a concern.

Another variable is timing.  Not everyone can go to a planned event because of other commitments.  Family and work have priority most of the time.  All of the above tends to indicate that smaller groups will participate in club events more often than the entire club at any one event.

We’re going to discuss some upcoming events and develop a schedule at the upcoming meeting.  I hope it suits most of us.

THIS MEETING

We haven’t been able to secure a speaker for the March meeting.   In lieu of a speaker, why don’t all you Buckmasters who were successful last fall bring in your antlers or pictures.  We all hunt, but most of us don’t hunt in the same spots and we never get to see each other’s trophies.  Let’s devote this meeting to show-and-tell and relive deer season while we await turkey and fishing season.

PAY UP, FOLKS

Many of our members have paid their 2001 dues, but some are still outstanding.  To those who have paid THANKS!  To the balance of 

Home of the World-Famous Catfish Derby©

you, this letter includes a personalized invoice.  I hate this annual whine, but to be a full-fledged member, you need to pay your dues by April 1.  Remember that in addition to the fellowship and activities of the club, your membership also garners you a membership in the League of Kentucky Sportsmen, a subscription to the Kentucky Sportsman and to Kentucky Afield.   You also get a subscription to the award-winning Creeker Gazette.  (Yes, it is award-winning and I’ve got the trophy to prove it)  Come on, folks, don’t make me whine.  Pay your dues.

BANDING BIRDS

We have learned about an opportunity to help Fish and Wildlife band birds for their waterfowl studies.  This will happen in July.  As we obtain the details, they will appear here.  In addition to helping the study, I suspect that few of us have ever help band birds and this will be a great opportunity to see what the pros do.  It should also be a great opportunity to bring the kids.  More on this as it develops.

BARN RAISIN’

We’re searching for a date in April when we can raise the poles for the building Dave Brandt wants to build on his Cumberland River property.  Aside from an opportunity to get in a little trout fishing, helping Dave raise these posts will get him on the way to having a building.  Dave’ s been awfully good to us with his land.  One of our members has a tractor with a grader box and a post-hole drill.  He’s offered to do the really tough work, so everything else should be all down hill.  Let’s give Dave a hand.

WHILE WE’RE ON THE SUBJECT OF DAVES

The Club owes a great debt of gratitude to David O’Neil for his generous loan of his workshop to build our bird boxes.  Dave has the tools and knowledge to make this project go well.  He’s got the generosity and good cheer to put up with a bunch of wiseguys early on a Sunday morning.  For that, he’s a saint.  It’s also important that we remember that Dave is also the host of the Catfish Derby © site.  Without him, it could not be nearly as much fun.  We tend to take generosity for granted.  I’m going to correct this on behalf of the Club right now.  Dave, you’re crucial to the good of the Club.  Your generous sharing makes it possible for us to do many of the things we do.  We are grateful.  And hey, if you ever want to raise a few barn poles, I suspect I know where the manual labor can be found.

CONVENTION RESOLUTION

At our last meeting Schuyler Olt proposed a resolution to be presented at the convention.  Without the formal language, the resolution directs the League Board to officially thank all the groups that participated in the Hunters for the Hungry program and to encourage these many and diverse groups to continue this sort of cooperation for the betterment of our sports.  The board approved this resolution and has sent it to the League.  I will have a copy of it for your inspection at the meeting.  I’ll touch on this a bit more in the Bully Pulpit below.
BULLY PULPIT

As you just read, the Club has proposed yet another resolution to be considered at the convention.  It’s become an annual event for the ‘Creekers to put in their two cents worth.  We may not be the biggest club in the League, but by gosh, we’ve been one of the most important in shaping what policy we can.

This year’s resolution is not asking for change or trying to right something we feel is wrong.  This one simply congratulates a group of people who did something worthwhile.  At first blush, it seems like a candy-gram.  Upon closer consideration it is recognizing something very momentous.  

The 2000 deer season saw the most liberal limits ever granted.  In much of Kentucky, the limit on does was lifted and the gun season was lengthened.  This was done by the Department to stave off overpopulation problems with the herd.  

A forward-thinking group of folks from the Kentucky chapter of Safari Club International realized that the Department’s goal might well be missed because while many deer could be killed, most people only have use for the venison from one or two deer.  Despite what Pam Rogers and the bunny huggers think, we’re not out there to kill as much and as wantonly as possible.  Few hunters will take more than they can use.  These SCI folks also understood that a whole lot of hungry folks were missing out on a daily dose of protein.  They formed a group called Hunters for the Hungry, raised a little seed money and developed a program.  Agreements were reached with deer processors to charge a nominal fee to process each deer and the meat would be given to homeless shelters.  That’s when the magic began.

Diverse groups of all sorts of interests climbed on the bandwagon.  The League of Kentucky Sportsmen, United Bowhunters of Kentucky, The Kentucky chapters of the National Wild Turkey Federation, Kentucky Harvest, The Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Quail Unlimited, Ducks Unlimited, the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, numerous sportsman’s organizations and a host of others got behind Hunters for the Hungry with their time, treasure and talent.  In the course of a few short months, a program was created and some ninety thousand meals were donated.  Those of us who eat venison know that it is delicious.  Nutritionists advising the shelters who used this meat know that it’s lean, high protein and hormone free.  Everyone wins.  The deer herd is managed, hungry folks are fed and society is a little better because sportsmen and women thought of more than themselves.

This phenomenon is more amazing when one looks at the groups who supported it.  Most all of these groups are single interest groups.  Many of them are affiliates of national groups that compete with each other for fundraising, It’s fair to say that at one time or another, the individual interests of some of these groups have conflicted and that working out these conflicts was not always easy.  All differences were put aside.  Each and every one of the participants looked beyond their own self-interest and saw the big picture. As a result of this over-the-horizon vision, ninety thousand healthy meals were served at no cost to the shelters or the government.  This was a huge act of humanity.  Everyone from the organizers, the financial contributors, the workers, right down to the nimrod who sprung for a bonus tag and donated the deer has done a massive corporal work of mercy.  I don’t like to wax religious in this column (mostly for fear that I’ll be stricken by lightning), but this was an endeavor that had to make the Big Guy happy.  

Our resolution directs the League board to urge this sort of continued cooperation.  The League is founded on being the umbrella under which all sportsmen and women’s interests are represented.  The core of this program started with the SCI group, but the League should (and I daresay will) embrace this project and the cooperation it fosters.  Every group has its specific interest.  That’s why they form.  Social scientists call this “affinity groups”.  Grandma called it birds of a feather flocking together.  It’s a good thing when we look beyond our own relatively narrow interests and take a look at the big picture.  That’s exactly what happened here.  Because of this cooperation a lot of good things happened.  I take a great deal of personal pride in being a part of these many groups and being surrounded by so many people who care a lot more about each other and their fellow man than we’ll ever know.

It’s been said that the essence of any good deal is that the parties to the deal all walk away with what they want.  This was a good deal.  The deer ultimately win, because the size of the herd is kept at a level that can be sustained by the habitat.  The Department wins because their management plan is helped.  The hungry of Kentucky won by being fed.  The diverse groups who made this program a go win because they got the satisfaction of working together and succeeding.  The only loser is the animal rights cult.  They’re going to have a hard time speaking ill of us over this project.  That’s another subject for another day.

Opinions expressed in the Bully Pulpit are those of the author.  They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, director s or members of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.   But they should be.

The ‘Creeker Gazette is the official publication of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  You can reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications.  You can write us at box 22592 Louisville, Kentucky 40222, call us at (502) 228-5464, fax us at (502) 228-7443 or email us at daking101@hotmail.com.  We’d love to hear from you.
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