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THE CREEKER GAZETTE
The Official Journal of the 

Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The trout fishing trip and the barn raising on the weekend of May 19 is a go.  The ratio of work to fishing is not cast in iron at this time and it may be possible to milk this for quite some time.

Fishing from Dave’s location has always been a fun time.  I’m going to try a new strategy to convert trout following my lure to trout striking my lure.  I read about it in Field and Stream magazine and if it works, I’ll keep it a secret.

I really relish the anticipation of this kind of trip and the fond memories of earlier trips.  It only adds to my experiences. 

If my memory serves me correctly, it seems that most trips are fishless or even biteless for the first two hours, after which the usual notes are compared.  “How are you doing?  What lure are you using?”, etc.  Then things settle down and the fun of being on the river takes over and the number and size of fish becomes less important. Or is it?  

Any, as is often said, a good time was had by all.

Home of the world-famous Catfish Derby ©

SCHEDULE

We are pleased to announce the following 

schedule of events for the year:

May 19 Barn Raising and Trout fishing at Dave Brandt’s

May 26 Family Fishing Day at the O’Neil Wildlife Preserve

June 8-10 League Convention

June 16 Catfish Derby Cleanup, 0900-1200

June 22-24 Catfish Derby©

July 7 Varmint Hunt (site TBA)

July 22 Bucks and Beards Show, Lexington
August 3-5 The Trout Trip

August 29-Sept 3 The Great Shark Hunt

September 30 Ohio River Bass Tournament

Other events under discussion are a fishing trip to the Sullivan compound, a turkey shoot, more trout fishing and anything you might suggest.

CATFISH DERBY

It’s never too early to mark your calendar for the Catfish Derby.  It will be held the weekend of June 22-24.  We’ll clean up the Saturday, June16 from 0900 to 1200 hours. We’ll have an entry form in the June letter.

OHIO RIVER BASS TOURNAMENT

Progress towards this tournament is steady.  We have a commitment from Metro Parks for Cox’ Park.  Now, we just need to add fishermen

ROUGH RIVER TRIP
As I write this, the water level is still down some 10 feet at Rough River.  Our docks are not yet back in the water.  We’ll have a fishing trip at the Sullivan Compound soon, but in order to stir, we must first add water.  I’ll keep you posted. . 

IT’S OFFICIAL

The recipient of the 2001 Kentucky Conservation Communicator of the Year award is none other than your humble scribe.  I can’t tell you how pleased I am to get this award, not because I’m so talented, but because I get to be the vessel to carry the news about a great club, great sports and great traditions.  You folks have been too good to me.

LEAGUE CONVENTION

As noted earlier, the League Convention will be held in Owensboro, Kentucky June 8-10.  Our delegates are Art Gunst and Dan Sesit.  This year the speaker at the KWFF Banquet on Friday night will be none other than Father Ted Vitali.  Ted is a friend of this club.  Many of you know his background as a priest, philosopher, hunter and angler.  He’s also a riveting speaker.  If you want to go to the convention, let me know and I can get you a registration form.  This one promises to be an interesting event.

FIRST KENTUCKY ELK PERMIT

The first ever elk permits will be issued in 2001.  To be eligible for one of these permits, you must hold a current Kentucky hunting license and enter the lottery for one of the ten tags.  The cost for entering this lottery is $10.00.  You can enter at the 

Bowman Field office of the KDFWR, any license vendor, on the KDFWR website or by telephone.  If you’re lucky enough to be drawn as one of the ten fortunate, you will pay no more fees. The deadline for registering is May 31.  Wouldn’t it be something if a ‘Creeker harvested Kentucky’s first elk in 150 years

BULLY PULPIT

I couldn’t let the occasion of Kentucky’s first elk hunt 150 years without commenting on this wildly successful program.  It began as a vision with the KDFWR.  Their biologists and administrators had the vision to see what could be.  After careful study, these folks put together a program that would sustain an elk herd in Kentucky.

In December of 1997, the first seven elk were released in Kentucky.  Today, we have a herd of 1200 elk with a goal of seven thousand to be attained within a decade of the beginning of the project.  That’s an awfully successful program for anyone, let alone the government.  What’s more, it was done with largely private money.  The Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation and the National Wild Turkey Foundation are major sponsors of the elk program.  Countless other groups kicked in to make the dream of an elk herd a reality.  In four short years, we’ve built the largest elk herd in east of the Rockies here in the Commonwealth. In fact, eight states east of the Rockies have reintroduced elk, but fifty five percent of the reintroduced elk are in Kentucky.   We’ve done this without taking funds from other programs. The latest scientific methods were used to ensure that we did not import disease with our elk.  Elk were brought from a wide variety of locations to ensure a strong gene pool.  Farmers were protected from crop damage.  It’s as close to a perfect program as one is ever likely to see.

Kentuckians have long had a deserved inferiority complex about their state.  In almost every way we’re measured as a state, we wind up near the bottom of the list.  We’re perpetual cellar dwellers in education, income, infant mortality, life expectancy, high school graduation and a whole lot of other things.  We’re right up at the top of the stack when it comes to hunting and fishing, though.  We’ve got a strong, healthy deer herd that produces more Boone and Crockett heads each year than most any other state.  Smallmouth, stripers and a number of other Kentucky-caught fish grace the record books.  We’ve got a turkey population that makes us an attractive destination for trophy hunters.  In fact, unless you want to hunt exotics or fish in the ocean, you could pursue your sports within our borders and never feel the least bit slighted.  We’re truly blessed in the hook and bullet sports.  

We are so blessed because we have a unique system in Kentucky.  Like most states, we have a citizen commission that directs the KDFWR.  Unlike most states, the sportsmen and women in the Commonwealth have a great deal to say about who is appointed to the commission. We all know that we get to select five candidates from each district, one of which must be chosen by the governor for the commission seat.  With a little judicious selecting, we can assure that the Commission is populated with people who understand our sports and have the necessary wisdom and skill to conceive and direct the implementation of good programs.  The League of Kentucky Sportsmen, along with the hunters and anglers of this state fought to put this system in place a long time ago.  It’s served us well.

The success of our hunting and angling opportunities is also a result of the KDFWR being run by people who are enthusiastic, competent and actually use the services they provide.  Commissioner Tom Bennett has been a bright point of light during his tenure.  It’s hard to think of any aspect of our sports that have not improved under his guidance.  It’s not all his doing, though.  You’d have to look long and hard to find any employee of the department that isn’t enthusiastic, dedicated and helpful.  It takes this kind of leadership and team to do the impressive job they do.

I hope some lucky ‘Creeker is chosen to go on the first elk hunt.   No matter who gets to go on this hunt, I hope that he or she has an appreciation for the magnitude of effort required to restore elk in Kentucky.  I hope that they also realize that a lot of good people from the public and private sector have worked hard to carry bring this vision into reality.  Wouldn’t it be something if we could ever get State government to address all its work in the same enthusiastic and effective manner as the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife?

The opinions expressed in the Bully Pulpit are those of the author.  They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, director s or members of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.   But they should be.

The ‘Creeker Gazette is the official publication of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  You can reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications.  You can write us at box 22592 Louisville, Kentucky 40222, call us at (502) 228-5464, fax us at (502) 228-7443 or email us at daking101@hotmail.com.  We’d love to hear from you.

MAY MEETING


WEDNESDAY THE SIXTEENTH


7:30 PM


THE NORTH OLDHAM LION’S CLUB





We hope to see you there!








