THE CREEKER GAZETTE
The Official Journal of the 

Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Our bass tournament is over for another year.  It was successful, but it could have been better.  Apparently, bass fishermen get a “home pass” on rainy days rather than on beautiful days like we had this year.   Last year we had fifty-four boats in a driving rain.  This year, we had thirty on a bluebird day.   

Thanks go out to Bill More and Dan Sesit for their great work on the tournament.  They really pulled it together.  The idea of letting each team launch itself was a big hit with us and the fishermen.  We’re getting better at this.  Again, thanks to everyone who worked to make this a success.

Now that the hunting season is upon us, let us share it with others in the club.  Those that are among the hunting place have-nots should not always have to ask for a spot.  The haves should share when they can.

Last year we missed setting up a tower shoot because we started too late in the season.  Let’s talk about this or any other winter ideas at the October meeting to be prepared for the winter.

CLUB ELECTIONS

As is our tradition, we’ll entertain nominations at the October meeting.  This year we’re making a change.  We’re going to divide the secretary’s position into the recording secretary and the editor of the ‘Creeker Gazette.  The secretary will have the traditional secretarial duties and a vote 
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Home of the World Famous Catfish Derby

on the board.  The editor will be appointed by the president.  This will allow the current editor of the ‘Creeker Gazette to remain in place while opening an elective office that has been occupied by one person for the last fifteen years.  This is a good opportunity to open more elective positions to more members and maintain continuity in the newsletter.  The nomination committee recommends the following nominees for the year 2002:

President:                 Dan Sesit

Vice President          Kent Cooper

Treasurer                  Bill More

Secretary                  Dave Brandt

Sergeant at Arms     Bennie McDonald

Hugh Adamson        Director

Jack Foote               Director

Art Gunst                 Past President/Director at Large

THIRD DISTRICT MEETING

The annual election meeting of the Third District Wildlife Federation will be held in Taylorsville on Wednesday, October 24 at 7:30 P.M.  Our own Hugh Adamson is standing for re-election as Third District Director.  Yours Truly will not stand for election as First District Vice-President.  We are entitled to five votes at this election.  Please make arrangements to be there.  I’m sure we’ll have a caravan with plenty of open seats.

GUN LOCKS

If you remember our August meeting, we were addressed by Lt. Governor Steve Henry, Jefferson County Sheriff John Aubrey and the Oldham County Sheriff.  They announced the joint program between the NSSF, the Lieutenant Governor’s Association and Kentucky’s Sheriffs to distribute gun locks at no charge.  The Third District voted to endorse and support this program.  This voluntary program was rolled out October 1.  Sheriff Aubrey gave me a number of these locks to be distributed to interested club members.  I’ll have them at this meeting. 

FRIENDS OF NRA BANQUET

Recently, the Louisville Friends of NRA held their annual fund raising banquet.  Leading this event were Norm Worful and Alex Lea.  It’s no surprise that two ‘Creekers jumped into service to ramrod this successful event.  It’s further no surprise that a large contingent of ‘Creekers were on hand, having a good time, spending money and supporting the cause.  The big surprise was Dan Sesit.  While Several ‘Creekers won a little something, Dan was drawn to win a really cool Coleman collapsible chair.  Not two drawings later, he won its twin.  These are sturdy, wide-body chairs.  I expect him to reserve me one at the next Catfish Derby.

WALLEYE FISHING

We ‘Creekers have chased all sorts of fish.  We’ve chased billfish in the blue water.  We’ve chased sharks, snook and redfish inshore.  ‘Creekers have caught huge stripers in Cumberland, bass in a dozen places, trout in the Cumberland, catfish in the river and panfish everywhere.  We’ve even chased salmon in the Great Lakes.  One of the few things we haven’t done is walleye fishing.  With great walleye fisheries like Laurel Lake and Lake Cumberland, we are missing a great opportunity.  Like criminologists say about perpetrators, we have opportunity, means and motive to do so.  We should avail ourselves of such a trip.  In fact, we should also consider the same with Musky, given we have Green River and Laurel Lake.  Any takers?  I’m game if someone wants to expand their horizons.

BULLY PULPIT

In our last installment of the ‘Creeker Gazette, I proffered a few sentiments about the terror that has gripped our nation.  It’s been a serious time in our history, maybe the most serious time in my innocent life.  Through it all, the President has been resolute and reassuring.  While always speaking to the gravity of the situation, W has consistently urged Americans to go on with their usual lives with confidence.  He believes by doing so, we are extending a raised, rigid middle finger to bin Laden by showing him that he makes very little difference to us.  In that vein, I’m going to be a first-class patriot and suggest a few normal activities in which we should engage to show that towel-head we can’t be cowed.  

1) Sight in your deer rifle.  People are showing less animus towards guns, so it’s time to loosen up ol’ Betsy.  Deer season is around the corner If we want to fill our freezers an accurate rifle is key.  Besides, if we ever have to defend the homeland mano a mano with a terrorist, a straight shooter will be useful.

2) Go fishing.  The weather has been good.  Fish is tasty.  It doesn’t violate Islamic dietary laws.  Fall is big bass time, a good time for stripers, it has reliable water in trout streams and is generally pleasant.  I intend to unlimber my tackle after the next meeting to try my luck.  It’s a good time for you to follow my sterling example.

3) Buy something.  The economy took a big hit after those towel-heads struck us.  By gosh, it’s patriotic to spend some money to help the economy.  At least, that’s what I’m going to tell Ann when I buy a couple of new spinning reels.  Unfortunately, I’ve bought one of just about everything and have to get creative about new purchases.  Those of you that have been more prudent should go slightly crazy.  Buck up your gear and the economy.  It’s the patriotic thing to do.

4) Go somewhere.  Whether you want to go to Montana to hunt elk or Cabo San Lucas to chase marlin, give the travel industry a break.  We can show that pesky bin Laden that we’re not afraid by mounting an airplane and scratching that itch that all sportsmen and women have for wanderlust.

5) Indulge yourself.  In a self-absorbed society, many of us have become too wrapped up in what we eat, what we drink, how we look.  We’re in danger of forgetting who we are.  Maybe this time of stress is a good opportunity to treat ourselves a little better than usual.  Make a pot of that gut-broiling chili.  Have that rack of ribs.  Enjoy a flagon of your favorite adult beverage.  Smoke your favorite tobacco product.  Put your feet up on the porch railing and take an unwarranted nap in the afternoon sun.  As things go, we’re a pretty Calvinistic society.  We work hard and take ourselves seriously.  Enjoy a few of life’s frowned-upon vices.  We’ve earned it and it’s another way to flip off those uptight Afghans.

6) Enjoy your family.  The events of 11 September show us the transitory nature of life.  You’d not want to go to your grave thinking about how few times you took your kids fishing or how few times you spent time with your spouse or how little time you spend with your friends.  Make the most of what you’ve got now.  Take the kids out to do something fun.  Cook your spouse dinner.  Come out to the meeting and visit with old friends.  Make good memories today.

7) Thank your ever-lovin’ God that you’re an American.  We’ve got the world by the tail.  We get to vote for (or against) leaders that shape our future.  We get to make and spend our money.  We get to go to the church we want (or no church at all).  We can criticize our leaders.  We can wear our hair as we desire.  We don’t have to wear beards.   We can own just about any weapon we want and use it lawfully as we please.   American women can be (and are) truly equal partners in American society.  They’re not some sack-cloth encased mummy like they are in Afganistan We can eat what we like.  We don’t live in caves.  We’ve got satellite TV. We are free.  Our forefathers were pretty profound when they wrote the rules that insured us these things.  No other society has been as successful or blessed as ours.  Be proud of it, but be grateful for it too.

As I re-read what I’ve just wrote, I realize that I’ve finally turned my back on the liberal seventies and much of my education.  Despite all of the breast-beating and self-loathing to which Americans of my generation seem to be prone, we’ve really cracked the code for living a good life.  Not just materially, but in almost every area.  We’ve got it made.  This column is probably not the place to interject partisan politics, but our President has framed the issue correctly.  It’s our way of life against the way of life in the world that is not free.  We’ve clearly drawn the long straw.

The opinions expressed in the Bully Pulpit are those of the author.  They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, director s or members of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.   But they should be.

The ‘Creeker Gazette  is the official publication of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  You can reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications.  You can write us at box 22592 Louisville, Kentucky 40222, call us at (502) 228-5464, fax us at (502) 228-7443 or email us at daking101@hotmail.com.  We’d love to hear from you.
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OCTOBER MEETING WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 17


North Oldham Lion’s Club On U.S. 42


7:30 P.M.


We’ll leave the light on for you








