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August President's Message

Well, it is probably a good time for a mid-year assessment of where we are at and where we are going as a club. From my perspective, the time necessary in the role of club president has been a little more than I had originally anticipated. Though I have enjoyed those responsibilities immensely. I get to work with a great group of fellow hunters and fishermen. I'd like to publicly thank each one of you for your spirited passions about hunting and fishing. And I appreciate those whose counsel I've sought out when issues arose that went beyond the normal scope of presidential duties. It has all been a contributing factor to the continued success of the Harrod's Creek Field & Stream Club. 

In our first six months or so of 2002, we have been able to reduce our expenses, maintain a respectable few dollars in the club treasury to keep the club's finances in sound shape and still manage to have a lot of fun and contribute significantly to the conservation community. 

So far this year, we've been fortunate enough to have made a significant monetary contribution to the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources' Children's Conservation Camps. That donation has helped to send ten children to camp that otherwise would not have gotten to go. We've also built bluebird boxes for the Salato Center that they in turn will sell to maintain their conservation efforts and the Center. And, we've sponsored the very successful annual Family Fishing Day in which a young lady captured a life's worth of memories on a sunny, May morning by catching a monster bass. We have also started the process to create a static fish display for the Creasy-Mahan Nature Preserve. It will, when completed, help many of Kentucky's children who visit the 
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      Home of the word-famous Catfish Derby ©
Preserve gain a further appreciation and respect for the natural resources we have here in Kentucky's waters.

We've also managed to throw in a great pheasant hunt at Lost River in Hoosierland, a weekend's worth of fun at the world famous "Catfish Derby" (even though we all struggled to make respectable catches for the grand prize) as well as an evening's worth of trap and clays shooting at the Jefferson Gun Club.

And, of course, we are now on the World Wide Web with our own web site. This is something that we have been talking about for the last year or two, and thanks to Dave Brandt in particular, we have made it work. Thanks, Dave!

For the second half of the year, a few of us will have the honor of travelling to the Gulf of Mexico for the 2002 version of the Great Shark Hunt and to check out the southern chapter of the HCFS club (a.k.a. Brad Hobbs' adopted state of Florida). We will be taking a trout-fishing trip to Dave Brandt's place down on the Cumberland within the next month or two. And, no doubt, the vast majority of folks within the club will be taking advantage of the upcoming fall hunting season (look out Bambi!). Plus, we'll probably end up taking another trip down to the Sullivan Compound for some fall fishing at some point.

Our vice-president, Kent Cooper, has put the wheels in motion for the club's sponsorship of a conservation charity effort that should again reaffirm our club's commitment to sportsmen and women in Louisville, the third district and the state of Kentucky. And, last but certainly not least, we'll have our annual Christmas party to celebrate the season and to give thanks for the successful (and sometimes not so successful) hunting and fishing opportunities here in Kentucky.

In conclusion, I hope this year's efforts by the club's Officers and Board have provided to the club's membership: 1) a variety of fishing and hunting related opportunities as sponsored by the club, 2) through our conservation charity work, the opportunity for each member to give back to the sport(s) which they have had the great fortune to participate in during the year, and 3) security in the financial stability of the club by prudent use of the club's treasury and the reduction of certain club expenses. 

This is what I believe I was "charged" with when I entered the office of president. And with the help of a great Board and dedicated Officers I believe we are well on our way to accomplishing these charges. 

WELL, I HEARD FROM THE GOV

 For those of you who have not heard, I have heard from the Governor about the Fish and Wildlife Commission and I didn’t particularly like what he had to say.  Yep, the other guy was reappointed.  That’s the Governor’s prerogative.  I’m quite sure that the reappointed commission member will continue to do a fine job for the third district and the state.  I’m also sure that the Department will continue in its admirable fashion.  I can honestly say I gave it my best shot and if I had it all to do over again, I’d still take the chance.  For now, the course to steer is to support our commission member, the Department and our sports.  I’ve got to admit that I’m disappointed, but the larger issue is the preservation and furthering of our sports and traditions.  I intend to play my role in this arena as opportunity presents itself.

FRIENDS OF NRA BANQUET

Our annual Friends of the NRA Banquet will be held on September 12, 2002 at Wildwood Country Club.  The Club is at 5000 Bardstown Road.  Cocktail hour will commence at 6:30 with a delicious dinner at 7:00.  The cost of tickets is $30.00 and can be obtained from our own Alex Lea at 429-5173 or Norm Worful at 491-6814.  Proceeds from this banquet go to supporting youth firearm activities.  In fact, a local Boy Scout troop was a significant beneficiary of this banquet last year.  This is a case of dancing with them what brung you.  Support the folks that support you.

THE 1ST ANNUAL SPORTSMEN’S FLEA MARKET

WHAT:  The Harrods Creek Field and Stream Club is proud to host the 1st Annual Sportsmen’s Flea Market.  This event is open to all who want to buy, sell or trade any type of hunting gear, fishing equipment, camping gear, you name it.  KY Bison Co. will be there cooking Bison Burgers and a great time will be had by all.  A portion of the proceeds will go to supporting Kentucky Hunters for the Hungry and Creasey Mahan Nature Preserve.
WHERE:   Creasey Mahan Nature Preserve



  12501 Harmony Landing Road



  Goshen, KY 40026   228-4362

WHEN:  September 14th 9 AM till 4 PM

COST:  Tables/Exhibit spaces are $15 each.  At the end of the day we will collect a 10% fee from all exhibitors.  The money collected will be split 50/50 and given to Hunters for the Hungry and Creasey Mahan Nature Preserve. 

CONTACTS:  Kent Cooper, 592-7636



       Bill More,  821-1314

                      Hugh Adamson,  894-8551

BULLY PULPIT

In our last newsletter, you read about a conservation summit hosted by the KDFWR and sponsored by the League of Kentucky Sportsmen and the Kentucky Wildlife Foundation.  

The purpose of this summit was to bring together diverse groups of sportsmen and women to receive an overview of fish, wildlife and conservation in the state and to discuss how these various groups could coalesce to create an united front for conservation.

It has long been the goal of the League of Kentucky Sportsmen to be an umbrella group for all conservation interests.  It’s a noble goal, but sometimes when you try to be all things to everyone you end up being nothing to anybody.  No, I don’t believe that the League is nothing to anybody.  To the contrary, I believe that it serves a very useful purpose.  It is an uniting force.  It sometimes spins its wheels because people in different hunting and fishing disciplines have different interests.  The issues that are critical to a Pikeville grouse hunter may be irrelevant to a Paducah river fisherman.  As I said, it’s a big umbrella and sometimes it doesn’t keep everyone covered, try as it might.

Over the last twenty years, a number of sport-specific groups have become prominent.  An incomplete list of them would include the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Ducks Unlimited, The National Wild Turkey Federation, BASS and the NRA.  These groups have the common trait of raising both money and awareness for their sports.  In almost every instance, they have been wildly successful in propagating their favorite species and furthering the interest of their sports.  Who can argue with the success of the NWTF in Kentucky.  While two of our own have led this organization, Kentucky has become one of the truly great turkey hunting destinations.  The RMEF was the key player in bringing elk home to Kentucky. All of these groups have made major contributions to their sports.  It'’ a tribute to their members generosity, hard work and foresight. 

These groups are not without some problems.  As diverse as are the League’s interests, these groups typically have a very narrow focus.  Sometimes, this narrow focus is to the exclusion of other complementary interests.  Before you start to rail against this idea, bear in mind that I’m not saying each group every time.  The NWTF, for example, was a key player in the elk restoration.  It would be hard to mistake a wapiti for a Merriam’s.  Still, sometimes DU may look at their pet issues with a focus so narrow as to exclude fishermen.  BASS is might be interested in lake management that would preclude wetland habitat.  A narrowly single-minded approach in any portion of the conservation world can well have a negative impact on another portion.  

With the virtues and foibles of all of these groups in mind, I’d like to make three general proposals that will help these groups work in greater concert and with greater effect.

The League of Kentucky Sportsmen should lessen its focus on trying to be everything to everyone.  At its last convention, the League passed two resolutions.  The first dealt with the development of a long-term plan for the Department’s Wildlife Management Areas.  This is the sort of activity in which the League should engage.  It makes a great deal of sense for the League to call for a long term plan to manage hunting and fishing opportunities on public ground throughout the state.  Every area of the state has a WMA.  A good management plan is a good statewide policy.

The second resolution called for making Barren River Lake Trophy Catfish water.  I’m sure that Barren is a great catfish resource and I’m sure that it could be even better.  This, however, is a local issue best addressed by the people who want the lake so designated.  No, I’m not against them.  The League has a certain amount of political capital.  It should be expended to do the most good for our sports throughout the state.  Using it to promote localized or regional ideas tends to fritter it away and leaves us without when we face big issues.  

The second suggestion I’d like to make is that the national single-species organizations need to take a look at the larger conservation picture.  Those of you who remember the March 2000 Harrod’s Creek meeting know what I’m talking about.  Two brother ‘Creekers had possibly the most bitter and acrimonious arguments I’ve ever seen among friends.  The issue?  The opening day of a season.  The single-species group wanted a specific opening day and was willing to fight tooth and nail to get it.   Both sides made valid points.  Ultimately, a compromise was struck but not without engendering a fair amount of hard feelings on both sides.   This conflict was unnecessary.  Had both sides considered the other guy’s position a bit, a good compromise could have been reached without straining friendships.

Finally, I’d like to see the dialogue opened at the conservation summit continue.  Having all of the groups at the table discussing issues is a good start.  Doing so before conflicts arise is wise because the various groups develop empathy for each other.  They become more willing to work as a team instead of a bunch of individual all-stars who happen to be playing on the same field.  There’s an old but famous cartoon by Ding Darling.  It’s two panels.  In the first, a bunch of people are scattered around, each trying to light a log to cook dinner.  On each log there is the name of a special outdoors interest group.  All are failing to get a fire under their dinner.  

In the next panel, there is a huge fire with a huge cauldron steaming over it.  The cauldron is labeled “Conservation Clearing Houses”.  The caption for this panel is “we’re really cooking now!”  As usual, Darling had it right.  The interests of all conservationists are inextricably intertwined.  We all have to work together to further our interests.  

The opinions expressed in the Bully Pulpit are those of the author.  They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, director s or members of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.   But they should be.

The ‘Creeker Gazette is the official publication of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  You can reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications.  You can write us at box 22592 Louisville, Kentucky 40222, call us at (502) 228-5464, fax us at (502) 228-7443 or email us at daking101@hotmail.com.  We’d love to hear from you.

August Meeting Wednesday the 28th


7:00 P.M.


KDFWR Office at Bowman Field


(Please note the date,  time and location)








