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December President’s Message

On behalf of the officers and directors of the club, I want to extend our holiday greetings and best wishes for a merry Christmas and a happy New Year.  May your guns shoot straight and your fishing rods cast long.

The Christmas Party

.  It’s here again, the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club Christmas Party.  Rather than regale you with the planned festivities, please see the enclosed flyer.  Please note the party will be on THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19 at 5:00.  IT WILL BE HELD AT THE NORTH OLDHAM LION’S CLUB (our old meeting site).  This is a change so please note it.

Officers and Directors for 2003

By acclamation, the membership of the club re-elected the present officers and directors.  Many thanks to these guys for stepping up to the plate and supporting the club.

A New Year Is Here

At the January meeting we will discuss the club’s proposed events for 2003.  We’re always looking for new, fun things to do.  Presumably, we’ll have our traditional events like family fishing day, the Catfish Derby ©, building bluebird boxes, The Great Shark Hunt © and maybe a turkey shoot.  Last year we had a weekend at the Sullivan compound, some trout trips, a pheasant hunt and an evening at the skeet range.  All were fun and were well attended.  The primary purpose of this club is fellowship and when we have a fun event it promotes fellowship.  Please come out to the January meeting with your ideas for fun and games in 2003.

A Look at 2002 

2002 was a good year for the club.  Among our accomplishments for the past year are:

· We built and donated a hundred bluebird boxes to various conservation organizations

· We provided scholarships for a dozen underprivileged kids to the Department’s Conservation Camp.
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Home of the World-Famous Catfish Derby©

· We moved our meeting site to a new location.  While it was sad to leave our traditional home, the move to the new location cut our rent to zero.  We are now in a position to help our new home the Creasy-Mahan Nature Center become an even better facility.  

· One of our own made a run at being appointed to the Fish and Wildlife Commission.  Although he was the people’s choice, he was not the governor’s choice.  

· One of our own, Kent Cooper, was elected as the Third District director to the League.  

· We sponsored and hosted the first annual sportsman’s flea market.  It was well attended and we will host it again in 2003.

For a club whose main mission is fun, we got an awful lot of good stuff done.  I think that each member should be proud of our contribution to conservation and our sports.

Bully Pulpit by Terry Sullivan
By Executive Order, President Bush has put forth the Healthy Forest program. This initiative requires the Department of Agriculture and the Department of the Interior to work together to make our forest safer from wildfire.  Part of this plan is to remove dead wood and selectively harvest national forests.

The President is correct to do this.  Last year, fires destroyed forests that would cover the states of New Hampshire and Maryland combined.  In New Mexico alone, one hundred thousand acres of spotted owl habitat was destroyed in 2002.  In 2001, similar tracts of forest were burnt.   

Despite what our old pal Smokey the Bear might tell you, it’s not you that can prevent forest fires.  The chief cause of forest fires in the U. S. is the failure to clean deadfall from the forest and the failure to thin forests to levels that will not sustain the spread of fire.  

Why, you might ask, would forests be allowed to deteriorate into a condition that would encourage the spread of wildfire?  The short answer is that present regulations tied the Forest Service’s hands with respect to developing plans for the management of forests.  The requirements for environmental impact statements, the process for public comment and the latitude the courts were allowed in hearing suits against management plans made it almost impossible for a management plan to be created if someone in the public objected.  If wrong headed bedwetters like the Sierra Club or Heartwood or Concept Zero raised the tiniest objection to a plan; their objection had to be studied to make sure they didn’t have a point.  This paralysis by analysis kept plans from being put in place and followed.  Look, for example, at both Heartwoods and The Sierra Club’s lawsuits to stop the removal of deadfall from the Daniel Boone National Forest.  After a particularly tough winter, a lot of limbs and trees were knocked down in the forest.  This dried timber lying on the ground is a prescription for the spread of wildfire.  It was only after addressing the objections raised by Heartwood and a hearing in court that the Forest Service was allowed to clean up a dangerous mess.  At the Land Between The Lakes, a forest management plan that would have ultimately yielded an increase in the number of trees on the land mass was opposed and held up by Concept Zero because it required the selective harvest of trees.  Now, by executive order, W has removed some of the impediments that keep the Forest Service from doing its job.  Sure, there is plenty of opportunity for public comment.  His order does limit the ability of the tree huggers to stymie efforts to manage the forest because a tree might be cut.  It gives greater weight to the input of people directly affected by the management of the forest rather than advocacy groups that shout from afar.

Upon its announcement, the usual suspects decried this plan.  Newspapers instantly wrote editorials condemning the administration as anti-environment.  The goofball “environmental” groups all issued statements portraying Republicans as land rapers and the president as public enemy number one when it comes to conservation.  These statements were all dutifully reported by the fourth estate to shore up their own ignorant editorial policy.  Fear, ignorance and prejudice are being used to demonize a group whose only goal is to conserve federal lands.  Those folks who hold themselves out as environmentalists are ignoring scientific fact and endangering forests to foster a prejudice against a group that they have decided are not environmentally friendly.  Rather than attain the goal of conserving federal forests for future generations, these nut cases are endangering the forests to vilify someone they don’t like.  What they’re doing is akin to the Palestinians sending their kids out to be suicide bombers.  They are willing to destroy something they love to exact a toll from someone they hate.  It’s a sick state of mind.  

I realize that on the surface this is not the stuff of a Christmas edition of the ‘Creeker Gazette, but it is. The Healthy Forest Initiative was an awfully nice Christmas present that the administration gave the forests and those who use them.  What better gift to give than perpetuity.  It’s also an appropriate topic because we also get to talk about the Grinches that would steal the forests from us, given the chance.  Unlike the ending of Dr. Seuss’s book, don’t look for the tree-hugging Grinches to ever have a change of heart. 

The opinions expressed in the Bully Pulpit are those of the author.  They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, director s or members of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.   But they should be.

The ‘Creeker Gazette is the official publication of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  You can reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications.  You can write us at box 22592 Louisville, Kentucky 40222, call us at (502) 228-5464, fax us at (502) 228-7443 or email us at daking101@hotmail.com.  We’d love to hear from you.

Remember the date for the!

Christmas Party.  It’s THURSDAY, December 19 at the NORTH OLDHAM LION’S CLUB.   Come out and celebrate the holidays with your friends….but let’s 

Here’s hoping that Santa drags all the right stuff down your chimney
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HARROD’S CREEK FIELD & STREAM CLUB’S
ANNUAL
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The Officers and Directors of the Harrod’s Creek Field & Stream Club cordially invite you, a guest and family to our annual Christmas Party.

WHEN:
Thursday, December 19, 2002 from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

WHERE:
North Oldham Lions Club, Highway 42, Prospect, Kentucky

Our former regular meeting space and traditional Christmas Party location

DRESS:
Casual

FOOD:
A covered dish and/or dessert will be greatly appreciated by all!!!
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The evening’s events include:
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Annual Chili Cook-off 
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Contestants will vie for the best Chili using their own (or temporarily-borrowed) super-secret recipes.

(We understand that last year’s winner has thrown down the gauntlet and has boldly challenged all. So anyone else that would like to be “King” of the Chili Cook-off should bring a crockpot full of their best stuff and maybe there’ll be a de-throning!!!)
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Awards Ceremonies

Big Buck, Sportsperson of the Year, Catfish Derby Winner & Various Other Special Presentations

[image: image18.png]o LAt L AR T L e e L TR TR e




Raffles, Raffles & More Raffles!!!

Grand Prize: IM-8 Rod & Shimano Open-faced Reel Combination  AND Tackle Box with over 20 different 

                        lures (valued at over $150)!!!
Secondary Prizes: Black Powder Pistol, Bass Pro Wall Placard, Weisenberger Mixes, Gun Locks, and More!!!
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Christmas Piñata For the Kids!!! 

(Filled with prizes and candy)

“Where else can you let them swing a stick and make gumballs fall from the sky?”
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Prize Tables

Everybody wins a prize at our party. Over $200 worth of merchandise and donated gifts!
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DECEMBER MEETING THE CHRISTMAS PARTY!


6:00 P.M.


NORTH OLDHAM LION’S CLUB, THURSDAY DECEMBER 19


(Please note the date, time and location)
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