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THE CREEKER GAZETTE
The Official Journal of the 

Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club


NOTE NEW PLACE AND TIME

We’re meeting at a new location.  Our gathering is moving to the Creasy-Mahan Nature preserve.  To get there, pass the old site on 42 by about .1 miles.  Turn off of US 42 left on Ky. 1793 at the light.  Go down 1793 about 1 mile to Harmony Landing Road.  Go right on Harmony Landing for about .1 miles and go left into the Crease-Mahan complex.  The meeting will begin at 8:00 instead of 7:30 because the Boy Scouts meet until 7:30.  

We’re moving to this new spot because rent at the old spot was oppressively high.  Our resident thriftmeister, Bill More found us this spot.  We get to use it for free.  Free is good.  It’s only a short drive farther than the old spot and it adds to our bottom line.  Come on out and check our new digs.

President's Message

A combination of three different but recent events has led me to write this month's President's Message. In recent weeks I have traveled to seven different states on business…I flew each time. A couple of Saturdays ago, a group of us went on a pheasant hunt at Lost River Game Farms in Orleans, Indiana. And lastly, I've had a chance to more deeply contemplate a picture hanging in my office at home depicting the signing of the Constitution of the United States of America as painted by Howard Chandler Christy. 

The more I looked at that picture; it forced me to think about the significance of the event. Yes, I know, you've read hundreds of accounts since September 11th about American Pride. But, I wonder sometimes if we don't get lost in enjoying the rights we have today versus an appreciation for the actual sacrifices that were made to secure those rights.

When flying on business recently and asked to remove my shoes for the trace elements testing for explosives, or being "wanded" or even having my actual person searched…I just smiled the entire time…willingly abiding by the new security measures. My thought, "A little inconvenience in order to protect a whole lot of liberty."

Home of the World Famous Catfish Derby
When pulling my Winchester 1300 to my cheek to drop another pheasant just a week or two ago, I smiled and thought about the "freedom" I was enjoying at that very moment. I am in possession of a firearm, I'm using it responsibly and practicing my second amendment rights; I take pride in my gun ownership.

When I stare at that picture and think of the trials and tribulations that our forefathers experienced and what they risked to provide you and me our current liberties, security and quality of life, I have no qualms at all about taking off my shoes at the airport or being delayed an extra 10 minutes because of security checks. Thomas Jefferson, John Adams and many others risked their lives, fortunes and honor, so you and I could travel safely to far away destinations, go on hunts without fear of government intervention (or prohibition) or contemplate which of our freedoms we would like to enjoy next. 

To put things in proper perspective, can you imagine now (in Year 2002) potentially losing your house, all your worldly possessions, your personal freedom, condemning your children or relatives to economic or social banishment all for the sake of a certain set of ideals that had never before been secured by even the most powerful government? Just imagine that the next time you go hunting or are asked to stand in line at the airport to have your shoes inspected. 

In 1759, Benjamin Franklin wrote, "They that can give up essential liberty to obtain a little temporary safety deserve neither liberty nor safety." So we need to guard every liberty we have. And I believe that the best way of doing that is to use and protect all of our liberties, all of our freedoms. As hunters and fisherman, we must be ever vigilant against those who would be willing to diminish, disregard or destroy those rights. So go fishing, go hunting and the next time you fly off on vacation and are asked to take off your shoes…do it with a big smile on your face!


BLUEBIRD BOX CONSTRUCTION

As is our tradition, we’ll be building bluebird boxes this year.  We donate these boxes to the Salato Center and others for conservation and charitable purposes.  A small group will meet on Saturday, February 23 at the O’Neil Wildlife Preserve at about noon to cut out the blanks for the boxes.  At 10:00 the 24th, we’ll assemble the boxes.  Please block off the morning of Sunday the 24th to practice your carpentry.  David lives at 2109 Johnson Road.  Let’s make this event its usual success.

THIS MONTH’S SPEAKER

This month, we’re going to have renowned striper fisherman Tom Brown as our speaker.  His fishing expertise is legendary.  This is a good chance to learn a tip or two about how to catch Kentucky’s favorite salt-water fish as well as any other species about which Tom may speak.  A new meeting spot and a good speaker.  Why would you even consider staying home?

CLUB MISSION STATEMENT AND HISTORY

We’re going to define the Club’s mission statement and more importantly compile its history.  We have a fine oral tradition.  Over the next months, we hope some of our older members will be willing to discuss events of the Club’s past.  We’ll commit it to writing and make it a part of the permanent Club record.

NEW TAGGING REQIREMENTS

Beginning with spring turkey season, Kentucky has new rules regarding tagging big game.  Your 2002 license will have a log on the back.  You’ll fill out your big game kills on the license that will replace the traditional carcass tag.  If you put your deer or turkey in the hands of a processor or taxidermist, you’ll have to affix a homemade tag to the carcass.  If you were going to go after deer or turkey, you’d be wise to visit the KDFWR website or their rulebook to make sure that you’re handling your game according to law.

SPEAKING OF THE WORLDWIDE WEB

The Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club has entered cyberspace.  Our new secretary, Dave Brandt has put up a Club website.  You can visit it at www.harrodscreek.org.  If you want something put on the site, you can contact me at daking101@hotmail.com, Dave at dabrandt@hotmail.com or Dan at dsesit1@msn.com.  We can accommodate you.  What a deal.  We have newsletters by email, cellular communications and now a website.  Tradition meets technology!  

PHEASANT HUNT

Last weekend those who signed up for the preserve pheasant hunt were treated to quite an event.  The weather was chamber of commerce perfect.  Twenty good guys got together to have some fun.  The hunt was well run.  Birds were plentiful.  Lunch was tasty.  Need I say more?  I expect that this event will be an ongoing favorite.  Next time, be sure to give it a look.  You’ll have more fun by accident than most people have on purpose.

FISHING

As the weather and lake level accommodate us, we’ll have a fishing expedition at the Sullivan compound.  The date for this event will be in late March or early April, depending on the lake level.  It’s a lot more fun if there’s enough water in the fishin hole to keep our boats in the dock.  As Mother Nature and Old Man River work together, we’ll set a date.

FAMILY FISHING DAY

Our annual Family Fishing Day will be on May 11 at the O’Neil Wildlife Preserve.  We’ll keep you posted.

TROUT TRIP

As people’s schedules jell, we’ll schedule a trout trip, maybe one in concert with a striper trip.  Late May, maybe?  Let’s consider it.

DUES DUE

Your 2002 dues are due and payable.  You know what to do.

BULLY PULPIT

By Terry Sullivan

The Kentucky Legislature is considering a bill that would benefit every citizen of the state.  Entitled the “Bottle Bill”, it imposes a half-cent tax on beverage containers and a dollar per ton tipping fee for solid waste being landfilled.

This is a tax a conservative can love.   Conservatives (such as myself) believe in personal responsibility.  People should be accountable for their actions.  This proposed tax is earmarked for cleaning up non-conforming dump sites, cleaning roadways, and other solid waste disposal issues.  When you buy a soda or a cup of coffee, you’re paying for the drink, the container, the advertising and all other costs related to the production of the beverage.  The only cost you don’t bear directly is the cost of disposing of the container.  Personal responsibility dictates that one would bear the entire cost of one’s action.  This includes getting rid of your empty cup or can.  This tax does that.  A tax earmarked for solid waste disposal that is imposed on the person generating solid waste is absolutely fair.  When the consumer has to bear the total cost of their consumption, they also look for a way to lower that cost.  We’ll be paying to clean up after ourselves and creating a market for even cleaner packaging.

For reasons that make little sense, this bill is facing stiff opposition in the legislature.  It passed through the House of Representatives by the narrowest of margins.  It faces an uphill battle in the Senate.  Beverage and fast food interests are fighting to kill the bill.  One has to wonder why these folks oppose it so strongly.  A half-cent increase in a can of Budweiser or a cup of White Castle coffee is not going to put off most consumers.  Since prices cannot be raised a half-cent, business will raise the price by a whole cent.  That means the business realizes an additional half-cent profit on each drink sold.  I don’t know about you, but I don’t think a quarter will make the difference in whether or not I pick up a case of twelve-ounce barley pops.  It’s awfully short sighted to be unwilling to cough up such a small amount to ensure that those twenty-four dead soldiers get a decent burial.

The other tax imposed by HB 174 is a $1.00 per ton levy on garbage landfilled in Kentucky.  The per-ton fee for landfilling in the Bluegrass State averages $27.00.  Most states in the eastern half of the U.S. average $37.00 per ton.  Guess what?  A whole lot of garbage haulers bring their goods to Kentucky to save ten bucks a ton on their tipping fee.  We’re becoming the nation’s garbage stack.  If the likes of New Jersey are going to be able to dump their detritus in the Commonwealth, then by God, they ought to pay their share for managing the ultimate disposal of their castoffs.  

Aside from a greener Kentucky, sportsmen and women will benefit from the passage of HB 174.  A portion of the earmarked tax goes to the KDFWR for land acquisition and habitat enhancement.  Aha, you say.  It’s not all going to solid waste disposal!  Not true. Habitat enhancement consists of first cleaning up the trash so that you can have habitat.  Acquiring dirty land and cleaning it up is a solid waste issue.  It’s also important to remember that federal dollars from the excise taxes we pay on hunting and fishing stuff match each buck brought to the department.  The projected first year revenue to the KDFWR is five million.  That will be matched by about four million from Uncle Sam.  What could the KDFWR do with an additional nine million to put into the ground?  More birds?  More fish?  More of everything we want, and we’d be paying for it with each twelve-ounce curl.  

Your state senator needs your help.  You can be sure that he or she is being pressured by the beverage, fast food and waste disposal industry to defeat this measure.  If you don’t let your senator know that you support a cleaner Kentucky, he or she will likely listen to the one talking the loudest and most often.  Call your senator at 1-800-372-7181 and tell them you want them to pass HB 174.  The cost of this action might be your morning McDonalds coffee costing a penny more.  The benefit?  A cleaner Kentucky.

The opinions expressed in the Bully Pulpit are those of the author.  They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, director s or members of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.   But they should be.

The ‘Creeker Gazette  is the official publication of the 

Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  You can reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications.  You can write us at box 22592 Louisville, Kentucky 40222, call us at (502) 228-5464, fax us at (502) 228-7443 or email us at daking101@hotmail.com.  We’d love to hear from you.

February Meeting Wednesday the 20th


Creasey-Mahan Nature Preserve


8:00 P. M


See notes in the first article about the new site








