THE CREEKER GAZETTE
The Official Journal of the 

Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club


THIS MONTH’S NEWSLETTER

You will note that we’ve deviated from our usual newsletter format this month.  The President’s Message is at the end of the letter and will be in lieu of the regularly scheduled Bully Pulpit.  We will return to our format next month.

THIS MONTH’S SPEAKER

This month, we have KDFWR biologist John Phillips.  He’s going to share some of his knowledge and answer questions.  John has been invited and is taking a big hunk out of his schedule, not to mention his travel time to get here.  Honor his effort and commitment to our club by being there.  Guys, it’s embarrassing as all get-out to have a good speaker with only eight or ten members in the audience.  Let’s do ourselves a little prouder.

DUES DUE
Enclosed with this newsletter is your 2002 dues statement.  If you get your newsletter by email. your invoice will come under separate cover.  Please be a good sport and mail them in early.  It makes Bill’s job a whole lot easier.

PHEASANT SHOOT

Our pheasant shoot will take place on February 9.  Details will be discussed at the meeting.   If you’d like to caravan, we can meet at the Knights of Columbus parking lot.
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       Home of the World Famous Catfish Derby
Jefferson Gun Club on February 2 or 3 for a little warm-up before the shoot.  This will be 

Informal.  If you’re interested in the shotgun tune-up, call Terry Sullivan at 228-5464 and we’ll arrange a time.

WALLEYE/STRIPER/SMALLMOUTH TRIP

We’re planning an all-out assault on the fish of Lake Cumberland and the Upper Cumberland River.  At this point, we’re considering the last weekend in March.  The planning for who’s going, what accommodations we’ll use and other details are being massaged at this time.  Please let us know if you’re interested.  It will be a good trip.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Well now that the New Year has arrived, I hope you all had a very enjoyable and resting holiday season. I am honored that you have bestowed your confidence upon me to hold the office of President of the Harrod's Creek Field & Stream Club for 2002. I look forward to that challenge and thank you for your trust. 

In the past year, the club has been successful in a multitude of endeavors due in no small part to the stewardship efforts and wisdom shown by our immediate past president, Art Gunst. His insight and good judgement have served the club well. Take a moment the next time you see Art to thank him for his efforts, his and his contributions to the club's success.

In speaking with many of you in the past few months, I believe that our club is at a crossroads. We have great things ahead in 2002.  We also have challenges. What I would like to do in this President's Message is to outline all those fun times that await us this coming year and how to make them even better. I would also like to address some of those challenges that are also out ahead of us. All those things that seem to be of the most importance and most discussed during official and unofficial club meetings.

CHALLENGES

1) Club Membership. There are two parts crucial club. Membership and the depth of that membership's interest in sustaining the club's activities.  In our particular case, that interest rises and falls with the type and frequency of hunting and fishing related events that the club supports either on a formal or informal basis like The Catfish Derby, Cumberland River Trout trips. 

There have been discussions at Board meetings regarding actual membership numbers and whether we want to try and grow or just stay at our current numbers. There are pros and cons to each, and for the purpose of this message, those differences are too numerous and detailed to address here.

However, I will be proposing to the Club's Board at the February Board meeting, that we address this issue in detail at that meeting. This meeting, as you all likely know, is held at the Knights of Columbus, on River Road, at 7:00 p.m. on the first Tuesday of each month. Anyone having thoughts on this subject should provide them to me prior to February's meeting by email at Dsesit1@msn.com or call me at home at (812) 883-7230.  To provide the greatest opportunity for an uncensored response, these comments can be presented at the Board meeting without author's if that is the writer’s wishing. Don't be surprised if you get a phone call from me soliciting your opinion, especially if I don't hear from you.

The resolution of this single issue will not only determine how the year's remaining club activities will go, but it will also lay the groundwork for the club's success and vitality for many years to come. We must be prudent about the choice we make. Please take your time in providing your thoughts…each one will be seriously reviewed and considered. Each is important.

2) Fund Raising Activities. While we’re not in the business of raising money, it is important that we balance our budget. We need to consider the club's ability raise money to fund activities and to make appropriate contributions to those hunting, fishing and conservation organizations that deserve our support. As a nonprofit sportsman's organization, we should make such contributions to the level the club can sustain.  A perfect example will be our upcoming sponsorships being offered to the KDFWR Children's Conservation Camps.

In order to help determine how much funding we will need for future club operations and activities, we need to establish what our spending habits have been. Following in that vain, I will be requesting from our Treasurer, Bill More, to compile a simple Income/Expenses balance sheet based upon those checks written during the 2001 calendar year.

Since all club money flows from our checking account, this report will allow us to accomplish several things.  It will let us define our expenses in a descending order based upon amounts and importance.  It will allow us to properly budget for those expenses we deem appropriate for the maintenance as well as the growth of the club. It will also allow us to determine what shortfalls or surpluses to anticipate during the year. 

There are other challenges on the horizon; these two will keep us busy for several months.  They may well be the most important to the success of our club. 

Fun Stuff
If there is anyone who has never experienced a Catfish Derby at the Hallowed Grounds in Westport, Kentucky, or has never fished for trout at Dave Brandt's place on the Cumberland River, or who has never had the honor of turkey hunting with Alex Lea, they’ve missed the best of what the Harrod's Creek Field and Stream Club is all about.

`

In 2002, we have a lot of really fun stuff planned. Coming up shortly, in early February, we will be participating in a pheasant hunt. And, no, you don't have to travel to South Dakota, just across the Ohio River in southern Indiana.   We have 15-20 folks interested in the hunt. This is a chance to try something new, have a lot of fun with your buddies and just plain have a good ol' fashion pheasant hunt which we don't get to do much around here. .

For Spring, in addition to some very exciting speakers for the regular meetings, a lot of us will be getting geared up for turkey season, attending the boat and outdoors shows as well as starting to plan for that early season fishing trip. Of course, we will be doing our annual building of bluebird boxes for the Salato Center. Also, by way of this president's message, I am asking the Board to consider reinstitution of the Annual Barry Sullivan Memorial Bass Tournament that we have had in the past with the East End Bass Club if we can so in the warmer months. I never met Barry personally, but from conversations with a number of you, he was no doubt thought of as an honored club member who's tournament's namesake provided much fun and camaraderie for all. And let's not forget about Family Fishing Day in May.

In the summer, well it is fishing, fishing and more fishing. You can count on trips to the Sullivan Compound at Rough River (thanks in advance to Terry!), Lake Cumberland, a Cumberland River trout fishing trip and, of course the World Famous Catfish Derby. And, a lucky few will no doubt be travelling to the southern district of the HCFS Club for its annual inspection of club fortunes in the Gulf of Mexico under the guise of hunting for those predators of the deep…sharks!!!

And then comes fall. Deer hunting, turkey hunting and our annual Fall Bass Tournament. And let's reconsider doing the Turkey Shoot this year (hey, just to be fair, I'd like to give you guys a chance to earn back a BIG wad of the cash that I took home at the last Turkey Shoot with my Winchester 1300)…any takers????

So you are probably saying, hey, I already knew about all about this stuff. Oh really? O.k., then I want you to go back through and reread the last four paragraphs…go ahead, I'll wait for you……..

Good, now if you can't find some great stuff to do in all that then you better not buy a hunting and fishing license this year and just stay home and watch Jerry Springer and Oprah reruns! So what's the point?  It is that the opportunity is there for a lot of fun in 2002, but it can't happen without you. Do the things you like to do and do something that you have never tried before. You can't catch trout on your computer or snag a deer reading about it in a magazine. I consider it my personal responsibility as the club's president to do everything I can to get each one of you to all of our events. So that will be my primary focus throughout the year---participation. Think about what kind of fun it could be to have 60%, 70%, 80% or even 90% turnout at each of our events. That's what I am aiming for, and I will be doing everything I possibly can to achieve those goals.

In conclusion, I would like to remind each of you of the following important facts. Our membership can boast of a multitude of awards from the League of Kentucky Sportsmen, members who have testified before Congress, current and past presidents of the Kentucky Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation, and we have been graciously cited as the ideal sportsmen's club by Field and Stream magazine. To paraphrase one of our past presidents, John F. Kennedy, "to those that much has been given, much is expected." We are obligated to fulfill our responsibilities not only to the Club, but also to the League of Kentucky Sportsmen and conservationists as a whole on a local, state and national level.

Whatever direction the club's membership wishes to take, please be assured that it will have the full support and effort of its officers and directors leading the Club in that direction. The Harrod's Creek Field and Stream Club is recognized as one of the most prominent clubs within the state of Kentucky for the good deeds we do and being at the forefront of support in the state's hunting and fishing activities. By renewing and redirecting our efforts toward this support, both individually and as a group, we will continue to demonstrate our contributions to conservation efforts, as well as, hunters and fishermen statewide. 

I am presenting each one of you with a challenge. If you have never gone duck hunting before, call someone in the club and ask if you can go duck hunting with them. If you have never been fishing for trout, block out the weekend in May when Dave Brandt so graciously allows us to use his property for camping and a home base and join us on the Cumberland River. Do what I did two years ago when I asked for help from Alex Lea with the hows, whens and whys of turkey hunting…he warmly went beyond the call of duty in helping me with the proper scouting, sign and set-up techniques. 

Folks, the resources are there for us, let's use them. Let's enjoy the outdoors even more this year. Let's ask our friends for their tutelage, advice and companionship and I assure you will not only make yourself a better hunter or fisherman and have more fun but you will also help in maintaining the vitality and future growth of the Harrod's Creek Field and Stream Club.

The opinions expressed in the Bully Pulpit are those of the author.  They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, director s or members of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.   But they should be.

The ‘Creeker Gazette  is the official publication of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  You can reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications.  You can write us at box 22592 Louisville, Kentucky 40222, call us at (502) 228-5464, fax us at (502) 228-7443 or email us at daking101@hotmail.com.  We’d love to hear from you.

January 2002 Meeting, Wednesday the Sixteenth


7:30 PM North Oldham Lions Club


Come On Out and Honor Our Speaker
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