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THE CREEKER GAZETTE
The Official Journal of the 

Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club


APOLOGIES

From the outset of this newsletter, allow me to apologize for both the late date on which it was sent and it’s brief nature.  A number of my obligations have come due at precisely the same time and something had to give.  I know that you are a particularly forgiving bunch, so I’m depending on your good graces to let me slide for a month.  I promise some serious quality journalism in July.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

First, my apologies for not making an appearance in our last newsletter. Business obligations prevented me from writing a column (of course, some of you may very well have not noticed or if you did, probably are thinking…'keep staying busy would you'). Sorry, no can do. Writing is in my blood. So, on to the task at hand.

Since I'm sure our Editor will write about it in greater detail and with greater panache, I will limit my comments about our recent contribution 

to the KDFWR's Conservation Camps for Kids to just a few short words. On Friday, June 7th, a sizeable contingent of the Harrod's Creek Field and Stream Club traveled to Kentucky's Capitol, Frankfort, and was given a few moments before the KDFWR's Commission to make a check presentation stemming from the proceeds of last year's bass tournament.

That very act quantifies what we are all about as a club. It shows a sincere interest not only in our environment, conservation efforts, support of our regulatory body, but perhaps most importantly, our future. With so many other influences demanding and sometimes forcing their way into 

It’s time for the world-famous Catfish Derby again!

these young kids' minds, how wonderful is it that we are helping to counteract or counterbalance those influences by providing vivid, magnificent memories that will stay with these young folks for the rest of their lives. 

Our contribution allows a group of kids who might otherwise have been sitting at home watching reruns of Gilligan's Island, to actually go out and get their hands wet from a lake, to see and touch wildlife, to breath truly fresh air and to understand why things live and why things die---that circle of life thing. And as their guardians, educators, friends and mentors, perhaps they will now be inspired to begin their journey into the stewardship of that which we are now entrusted…Kentucky's wildlife and outdoors.

THE CATFISH DERBY

Well, folks the time for talkin’ is over and the time for doin’ is upon us. The 2002 Catfish Derby will be this weekend.  The festivities will begin at the hallowed ground on Friday and carry through Sunday.  An application and map is enclosed.  Please don’t forget to bring something for the wild game cookout.  We’re looking at having a good time.

JULY MEETING

We’ll hold the July meeting at the Jefferson Gun Club.  Before our meeting, say about 6:00, you’ll be able to shoot trap, skeet or sporting clays.  Of course, it costs, but not much.  We’ll post the prices in the July newsletter.  Ammo is available at the club.  Watch for details in July.

LEAGUE CONVENTION

Last weekend, the League of Kentucky Sportsmen held its annual convention.  Our delegates, Alex Lea and Dan Sesit, along with Hugh Adamson will discuss the outcome of the convention at this meeting.  

MY TURN

This month, my keister has been saved by Dan Sesit who wrote a My Turn column.  I’m sure that it’s more entertaining than anything I could muster in my harried state. Sit back and enjoy Dan’s review of a kid’s game for adults.

O.k., I recently and finally succumbed to two major changes in life that I have been avoiding for a number of years: getting a cell phone (how did I live without it before?) and a "computer entertainment system" (a.k.a. a Playstation® 2 in my case). For me, obtaining them symbolized my complete assimilation into modern society's trap of trendiness and ultimate yuppie-dom. I have to report that I have failed the resistance test, I have been assimilated. I now wonder how much richer my life could have been if I had only made my purchases earlier. 

All that aside, I felt compelled to hold onto at least some of my old inclinations. How? Compromise, of course. I went out and bought the Playstation® 2 version of Top Angler a self-proclaimed "Real Bass Fishing" experience. It boasts "brilliant effects and graphics" which "bring Bass fishing to Life!" It has over 30 different lures that can be used in a multitude of different fishing locations. "Oh sure," I thought, "I bet it is really close to an actual fishing experience." Personally, I thought, I need to be sitting in a boat, water occasionally splashing up on me from my bow wake, the hot sun beating down on me…that's fishing! Or, so I thought.

Top Angler is amazing. If you have to compromise because of bad weather, dead boat batteries, the wife will divorce you if you go out fishing AGAIN this week. Well then, Top Angler is for you. The graphics are spectacular, from the coloration of the bass to the minute debris that occasionally floats by your under water field-of-view. This game is very realistic. Hit the lake's bottom's mud flat and mud gets dusted up creating murky brown water surrounding the trail your lure just left in the water.

But, what about the hook-up action? Isn't that what we fisherman all really live for…you bet! And Top Angler, for all its limits of just being a computer game in comparison to the real thing, delivers. I sat down in my big leather chair at home, with the Playstation® 2's and the game's "vibration function" features turned on and started playing. After a few casts, I got hooked up to a big ol' 3 ½ pound bass. I actually found myself rearing back in my chair trying to set the hook…right there in my living room. I felt the tug of the "Bass" on my line through the controller as the beast struggled to get away. I thought, "No way, pal" which only further helped me to surrender myself to the technology at hand. It was truly amazing. An hour of "fishing" passed by very, very quickly. And it all happened from the comfort of my favorite easy chair. 

This game is fun. It has great graphics, the sound effects are pretty good and it has excellent bass fishing action. It’s a fairly nice compromise when you can't go out to the lake or river. So go ahead and spend an hour or so playing Top Angler. It will satisfy that urge until you can go out fishing the real way…but until then, it won't disappoint.

With the Playstation® 2s now priced at only $200 and Top Angler's cost at about $30 or less, this is a worthwhile investment. But in case anyone asks, you got it for the kids, o.k.!

Opinions expressed in the My Turn column are those of the author.  They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, director s or members of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.   But they should be.

The ‘Creeker Gazette is the official publication of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  You can reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications.  You can write us at box 22592 Louisville, Kentucky 40222, call us at (502) 228-5464, fax us at (502) 228-7443 or email us at daking101@hotmail.com.  We’d love to hear from you.
JUNE MEETING, WEDNESDAY THE NINETEENTH


7:30 P.M. AT THE CREASEY-MAHAN NATURE CENTER


This is the Catfish Derby and Convention Wrapup meeting








