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MEETING SITE

For those of you who missed the last newsletter, our meeting site is now at the Creasey-Mahan Nature Center.  To get there, take US 42 to Ky 1793 (just past the old place if you’re coming from Louisville).  Go north (towards the river) on 1793.  Go approximately 1 mile to Harmony Lane.  Go right on Harmony Lane about 100 yards.  The complex is atop the hill on the left.  If you’re lost, call me at 558-5464 and we’ll talk you in.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Was Jesus the first Fish Geneticist? In the Book of Matthew, a story is recounted of Jesus being given two fish, blessing them and then feeding 5,000. Just past 2002 years later, man is embarking on a similar, if not less spectacular, endeavor to feed the hungry.

Dateline, March 2002, Sacramento, California. The FDA is contemplating giving its approval to genetically altered Atlantic salmon. The 

   Home of the world-famous Catfish Derby

Intended hope of this genetic tinkering is to allow for faster production from the waters to Wal-Mart while also reducing the price of our finned friends and reducing pressure on other methods of production.

Understandably, the folks in California are concerned about such "Frankenfish" (as they are now being called) getting loose in wild, pristine waters. Such results they say would endanger wild populations by out eating, out growing and, well, out "romancing" their natural brethren. Wasn't this the same plot line for a past Star Trek movie, "The Wrath of Khan?" Or, is this just another variation on the "Jurassic Park" theme?

It may still be a number of years before such mutant fishes start showing up in our McDonald's Fish Fillet sandwiches, but it is something to keep in mind. I guess I wouldn't mind increasing the odds of catching a 15-20 pound rainbow trout the next time I visit the Cumberland River, but then I might also have to contend with fending off a hatch of those five-pound stoneflies as well. When all is said and done, maybe we ought to leave creation to the Creator and fishing to the fishermen!

SPEAKER

Our speaker for this month had to postpone his presentation.  He’s promised to reschedule, so when his schedule and ours align, he’ll address us. Who is it?  You’ll just have to wait and see.

BLUEBIRD BOXES

Last month, our intrepid crew built some 125 bluebird boxes.  As always, the only cost was material and the boxes were given to various conservation organizations including the Salato Center.  This has become a favored event and these boxes have become our signature.  A lot of people helped with the construction, but special thanks go to David O’Neil for the use of his shop, tools and engineering skills.  Bill More Dave Brand and Ken Bohler deserve kudos for procuring the materials.  Kent Cooper and Bill More delivered the boxes.  These guys are a cornerstone of this project.

LICENSES

If you’re like me, you may forget that your hunting and fishing license expired on February 28.  No, I wasn’t out hunting without a current license, but it’s easy to forget.  Go out and buy your fun ticket if you have not yet done so.

DUES DUE

Again, if you’re like me, you might have forgotten your dues.  You know to whom and how much.  It’s the time of almsgiving, so do your part.

FALL BASS TOURNAMENT

We’ve been very fortunate to be able to reduce our expenses greatly.  Our rent has dropped to zero.  We anticipate a substantial reduction in our insurance, given that we’re no longer moving boats at the Bass Tournament.  All of this begs the question; “is it worth our while to continue the Fall Bass Tournament as a moneymaker?”  There’s no hard and fast answer.  Why don’t we discuss this issue at the March meeting?  

LEAGUE CONVENTION DELEGATES

Before long, we’ll have to designate our delegates to the League convention.   If you’re interested in going, make your interest known.  Some years the convention addresses some interesting issues, others are routine.  In any event, it’s an opportunity to meet your fellow sportsmen from around the state.  You don’t have to be a delegate to go to the convention.  If you’re interested, see Hugh Adamson or myself.

BULLY PULPIT by Terry Sullivan

If you’re observant, you noticed a new addition to our masthead.  We now have a home on the worldwide waste of time.  Dave Brandt and Dan Sesit put in a lot of effort to get this site launched.  If you haven’t visited it yet, you should.  Dave has done a great job of laying it out and Dan has prepared a cornucopia of content.  Even Jack Foote got into the act by smiling cutely for the home page.  I’ll put it up against any club website out there.  We might not be in the forefront of technology, but when we do it, we do it right.  

A huntin’ and fishin’ newsletter may seem an odd place to discuss digital communication, but the World Wide Web has become a significant part in the hunter and angler’s life.  Field and Stream magazine estimates that 50% of all hunters and anglers used the Internet to book hunts, order goods or learn about their sport.  For something that was virtually unknown ten years ago, the web has become a major source of hunting and fishing information.  

I think that the rise of Internet use by sportsmen and women illustrates two very interesting points.  First, I think it validates the belief that us nimrods are of above average intelligence and sophistication.  At fifty- percent usage, we’re ahead of the general population.   The bulk of you reading this tome are doing so at a computer monitor, rather than off of a piece of paper.  The explosion of hunting and angling based websites bears witness of the thirst for knowledge among the sporting fraternity.    There appears to be an unslakeable thirst for more information about the sports and pastimes of the hook and bullet crowd.  

The other thing that I think our use of the Internet proves is that hunters and anglers like to absorb themselves in activities that can be done in real time.  Both things are interactive.  Unlike many hobbies, hunting and fishing are done when they’re done.  A woodworker may spend months working on a project, only to enjoy the fruits of his labor when the project is finished.  A car enthusiast may work for years restoring a classic that will only be enjoyed when it’s done.  Hunting and fishing have no finished product.  Doing the activity is the finished product.  Much like using the web, our sports are done for the sake of doing them, not for a success that is deferred to the future.  The argument could be made that doing things for gratification in the here in now is a slacker’s attitude; that working for a deferred goal shows more discipline.  That may be true for working, saving money, buying a house and such, but there’s something special about being immersed in the here and now.  Hobbies that are enjoyed from the minute we start until the minute we finish provide us with a temporary escape from the day-to-day.  

I hope that you enjoy getting your newsletter the day it’s written via our email system.  I hope that you look at our new site and use the other sites linked to us.  As I said earlier, it’s odd to be talking about computers in a sporting newsletter until you examine the similarities.  Now that you’re through enjoying the real-time experience of the worldwide waste of time, you can unlimber that favorite crappie pole and go out and catch of real-time fish.  Cooking them won’t be a real time activity, but eating them will.  It seems all of the best stuff happens right here and right now.  

Opinions expressed in the Bully Pulpit are those of the author.  They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, director s or members of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.   But they should be.

The ‘Creeker Gazette is the official publication of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  You can reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications.  You can write us at box 22592 Louisville, Kentucky 40222, call us at (502) 228-5464, fax us at (502) 228-7443 or email us at www.harrodscreek.org 
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