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THE CREEKER GAZETTE
The Official Journal of the 

Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club


THIS MONTH’S SPEAKER

This month, Jerry McDaniel will join us.  Jerry’s topic is fly-fishing for trout (and occasionally huge stripers) on the Cumberland River.  Jerry is an accomplished guide, fly tier and knows the river like the back of his hand.  With as many Cumberland fanatics as we have in this club, this meeting will offer a great opportunity to learn at the feet of one of the masters.  We’ll also be raffling off a complete fly fishing outfit, so bring some long green so that you can get into this game.  

LEAGUE CONVENTION

Our delegates for the convention this year are Dan Sesit and Alex Lea.  Both of these fellows will be making your club’s voice heard before the statewide body.  I am confident that they will have a complete report on their return.  Should you like to attend the convention, it’s June 14-16 at Cave City, Kentucky.  

HOMETOWN BOYS AND GIRLS DONE GOOD

This year, the club made two nominations for conservation achievement awards.  Both were selected by the KWFF to receive the awards for which they were nominated.  Our first nominee is familiar to anyone who has hunted or fished in Jefferson County.   Pat Runyan is the staff/information source/advisor/counselor and mother confessor of the KDFWR’s Bowman Field office.  Pat served as secretary of the League and now is the smiling face and cheerful voice of the Department for us lucky enough to live here.  Because of her dedicated service, cheerful demeanor and thorough knowledge of the Department’s activities, Pat is a first-class ambassador for the KDFWR.  We nominated her as Kentucky’s 2002 

Conservation Communicator of the Year.  Wisely, the KWFF agreed with us.

Our other nomination was for Kentucky’s Conservation Organization of the Year.  We felt that this honor should be bestowed on Hunters for the Hungry.  This dedicated group of folks have begged, borrowed and cajoled the resources to finance the processing of deer to feed the hungry.  They’ve encouraged hunters to donate deer to the program.  They saw that the processed meat provided nourishment for people who otherwise might go hungry.  Their work is truly people helping the resource and people. The KWFF agreed with our assessment of Hunters for the Hungry’s great work and have bestowed this award on them.  Pat and HFH will be honored at the KWFF banquet at the convention.

CATFISH DERBY

Yep, it’s about that time again.  The thrill of big game fishing, the camaraderie of your brother ‘Creekers, good food and pleasant weather is overtaking anglers across the region.  Our Catfish Derby will be held the weekend of June 21-23.  The drill will be about the same as every other year.  We’ll have our clean up on June 8 and reserve June 9 as a rain date or if the Hallowed Grounds need more grooming than usual.  We’re also proposing a rain date of July 19-21 should Old Man River not settle into his banks for the June date.  Please come down and help with the cleanup but most importantly, please make plans to be at the Catfish Derby to fish and renew old friendships and traditions.  

THANKS DAVID O

As a club, we’d be remiss if we didn’t thank David O’Neil and his family for once again making the Hallowed Grounds available for the Derby.  It just wouldn’t be the same otherwise,  I also want to thank David on behalf of the Club for the use of his pond for family fishing day.  As you’ll see from the bully Pulpit, it was quite a day.   David, thanks a million.

HOMETOWN BOY TRYING TO DO GOOD
As most of you know, I’ve thrown my hat into the ring to be appointed to the Fish and Wildlife Commission.  The first step is to be chosen by the sportsmen and women of our district.  This is one of the many reminders I’ll be sending you about this selection.  The vote for the five candidates to be submitted to the governor will take place on Tuesday, June 18 at Valley High School at 7:00 PM.  If you want to get together for a little fellowship and to share a ride, a group will caravan from the Knights of Columbus parking lot 4417 River Road at 6:00.  If you show up early, refreshments will be available.  If you’re so disposed, please, please, please come out and vote for me.

Terry Sullivan

GIFT BASKET

This year the Club is assembling a gift basket to be raffled off at the convention for the benefit of the KWFF.  Of course, the items in this basket will be geared to nimrods like us.  Please bring an item (a lure, some 22 shells or any similar small useful item) to the meeting and Hugh Adamson will take charge of preparing the basket and seeing it gets into the right hands.

NWTF BANQUET

The Derby City chapter of the NWTF is holding their annual fund-raising banquet on May 18 at the Cardinal Wings hangar at Bowman Field.  This is an unique site for what should prove to be an unique banquet.  You can get information and tickets from Keith Fisher at 664-9464, Pat Bollinger at 228-1629 or Scott Fowler at 222-7437.  Of course if you were to run down Alex Lea or Schuyler Olt, I’m sure either one would be tickled to relieve you of some of your coinage for a ticket.  This banquet is always fun and in its new venue promises to reach new levels.

BULLY PULPIT

By Terry Sullivan

I got lazy last week and didn’t complete the newsletter for its usual Friday mailing.  Boy am I glad I waited.

Last Saturday was the annual family fishing day at David O’Neil’s pond.  In the past, this event had been poorly attended and it was in danger of dying an apathetic death.  2002 proved to be a watershed year for this activity.  Twenty-two members, kids and guests took advantage of pleasant temperatures, clear skies and friendly company.  The most gratifying part of the entire deal was the fact that well over half of the people there were kids.  In fact, several of these young nimrods caught their very first fish that morning.  

I got to witness the magic of a first fish up close and personal.  Alex and Matthew Lea brought one of Matthew’s friends to take his first slash at fishing.  Ben, armed with a long cane pole, had his line in the water first.  After missing a few bites and taking wise advice from Alex and Matthew, Ben finally hoisted one onto the bank.  Shortly after putting his first fish on the stringer, he began landing bluegills with the regularity that only a good farm pond can provide.  I cannot imagine a better spring tonic than watching a new young angler catch a passle of fish.  As I write this a day later, I bet his parents are still trying to figure when the grin is going to leave Ben’s face.

A couple of prospective members brought out their budding anglers.  Scott Case, his son and daughter got to wet a line and soak up the day.  Michael Steilberg brought his kids and a truckload of their friends.  Dan Sesit brought his friend Sherry and her son.  With all of these kids, one might picture a mass of tangled lines, upset kids and irritated parents.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  The adults and the more experienced kids kind of gravitated towards the less experienced.   Our younger guests were given gentle instruction and by gosh, they all were catching fish during the day.   Kids fished, adults discussed the merits of various shotguns with a fellow looking to buy his first, people sipped coffee and enjoyed an idyllic morning.  The day was just about perfect.

Perfection got a boost when I heard a loud yelp from my daughter Elizabeth.  Wheeling around to see the source of the outburst, I watched her rod bending over double.  I hustled down the bank and saw the source of the parabolic fishing rod.  While reeling in a smallish bluegill, Elizabeth noticed a large fish following the little fish.  She stopped reeling and Mr. Big did what big fish do; he ate the little fish.  In doing so, he also got hold of the hook and Elizabeth had hold of him.   She immediately handed me the rod.  Seeing that she had hooked the fish well, I gave her back the rod, told her to let the drag of the reel and the bend of the rod do the work.  By and by the fish wore down.  I scrambled down the bank and handed E her fish.  She was now the proud captor of a 21” bass.

Her joy was immediately tempered with the question “Can I keep the fish?”  I told her that it was her decision, but she had to ask David (the pond’s owner) if he would allow it.  David generously allowed her to make the decision.  The catch and release ethic was now at being put to the test.


Most readers would think that this story would end with Elizabeth releasing the fish.  They’d be wrong.  After consideration, she decided to keep it and have it mounted.  Her discussion with David indicated that this pond is badly out of balance and has a population of stunted bass as well as bluegill. Taking her fish would have no impact on the health of the pond The damage  had been done long before E had to make her decision.  Relying on daddy’s bankroll, Elizabeth opted for a permanent reminder of a temporary feeling. 

I’m always proud of my kids.  I was proud of Elizabeth’s decision to keep the fish.  She considered the facts and decided that she could take without doing damage.  In a world where certain unenlightened preservationists believe that nothing should ever be plucked from the earth, she understood that consumption is not only permissible but virtuous. This episode illustrates the difference between conservationists and preservationists.  Conservationists understand that we have to conserve resources while using them to our benefit.  They understand that stewardship is making decisions on what we can take and what we must leave.  Now my kid will have a lifetime treasure, the value of which may well exceed the value of a fish swimming in the pond.  It was the perfect end to a perfect day.

Opinions expressed in the Bully Pulpit are those of the author.  They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, director s or members of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.   But they should be.

The ‘Creeker Gazette is the official publication of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  You can reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications.  You can write us at box 22592 Louisville, Kentucky 40222, call us at (502) 228-5464, fax us at (502) 228-7443 or email us at daking101@hotmail.com.  We’d love to hear from you.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

June 8:  Catfish Derby Cleanup

June 9   Catfish Derby  Cleanup (alternate)

June  14-16  League Convention

June 18  Vote for Terry Sullivan, 7:00 PM @      
                 Valley High School

June 19  June Meeting

June 21-23  THE CATFISH DERBY

MAY MEETING, WEDNESDAY THE FIFTEENTH


7:30 P.M. AT THE CREASEY-MAHAN NATURE CENTER


WE HAVE A GREAT GUEST SPEAKER AND RAFFLE ITEM THIS MONTH








