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THE CREEKER GAZETTE
The Official Journal of the               

Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club      

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Well, the cooler days of autumn are now upon us. For those folks who like to fish, we are approaching the waning days of the best times to be out on the water. Fortunately, most of us will have a variety of hunting interests during the fall and winter months that will allow us to continue to challenge nature and confront our inner most needs to engage and subdue its bounty.

But during the coming cold winter nights, when the fireplace is favored as much as a well-trained retriever, it is important to be studying up on our watery adversaries. Happily, I can recommend two books that are not only great additions to your sportsmen's library, but will help you catch more fish come next spring when the call of the cool waters of our local lakes, streams or river beckon you.

The first is titled, Sport Fish of Fresh Water, by Vic Dunaway. It is available via the Internet by going to the www.floridasportman.com web site, and it is probably available at most local sporting goods stores. Mr. Dunaway has produced a series of successful books on saltwater species and he has brought that same style, presentation and information to this read as well. 

The book provides detailed references of our fresh water friends' size range (as well as the current world record), food value (table fair) and game qualities (fighting ability). It also provides a detailed description of the fish itself and offers excellent color graphic reproductions of each fish. Dunaway also provides first-rate advice on what tackle as well as what lures and baits to use for each fish. Further, Sport Fish of Fresh Water provides details on habitat favored by that particular fish and its range. The book is set up in a logical manner that even Mr. Spock would be proud of. In addition to all this information, this compilation also provides the reader with a general historical background of fresh 
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water fishing, a detailed chart of temperature ranges each fish prefers and a listing of each state's fish and game Department. For a retail price of only $16.95, this book should be in every fisherman's library.

The second book I would recommend is, Hook, Line & Sinker---The Complete Angler's Guide to Terminal Tackle. The book is written by Gary Soucie and published by Henry Holt & Company. It retails for $17.00 in the softbound edition. Hook, Line & Sinker provides less colorful graphics than Dunaway's Sport Fish, but the graphics that are provided give great details as to hooks, floats and swivels set-ups. And a good part of the book's 477 pages is dedicated to lure selection and knots. As some of the chapter and sections title denote (e.g. anatomy & physiology of a fishhook, sinker principles, properties & functions, predation & sensory perception and knot anatomy & terminology) this book will take you to the deeper intellectual levels of understanding why you catch fish and why the equipment you choose can mean the difference between fresh fish in the freezer or a visit to the local McDonald's drive-through for a conciliatory fish sandwich on the way home from the lake. Hook, Line & Sinker provides not only the basics, but sufficient details for those among us who find great interest in the intricacies of why things happen the way they do (in this case, why we do or do not catch fish). This book should also be in your sportsmen's library. 

With Christmas just around the corner and below freezing nights soon ahead, don't be afraid to suggest to a friend, relative or spouse that if they want to experience the satisfaction of giving then maybe "Santa" should visit the local sporting goods store for some of the above reading materials.

THIS MONTH’S MEETING

This month, we’re going to replay the video regarding field care, dressing and butchering of deer.  This video is as thorough and accurate as any ever made.  If you’d like to improve your game care skills, come on out and watch this video.

OUTDOORS FLEA MARKET

Our first annual Outdoors Flea Market was an astounding success.  We had a good crowd, raised some funds for Hunters for the Hungry and the Club and unloaded some of our less used stuff.  This will become an annual event.  Much thanks to Kent Cooper and Bill More for quaterbacking this event.  You guys did a great job.

THIRD DISTRICT MEETING

The regular meeting of the Third District Wildlife Federation will be held on Wednesday, October 23 at Taylorsville.  This is the meeting where we elect our Third District Officers and our League Director.  Hugh Adamson is retiring as director and one of our own, Kent Cooper is throwing his hat into the ring.  We are allowed five votes and many of us are members of other Third District clubs, so we’ve got a lot of votes in our group.  Let’s all go out and vote so that we can help keep the tradition of HCFS members in leadership positions.

OUR ELECTIONS

At this meeting, we will nominate our 2003 officers and directors.  Although we are well served by our present group, new blood is always a benefit.  Long-term members can see the contributions that new members have made in this area over the years.  If you’re willing, we’d love to have you serve our club.

FISH DISPLAY

We are working diligently towards creating a native fish display for the Creasey-Mahan Center.  We’ve worked out an arrangement with Mike Ohlman of Mike’s Custom Taxidermy to mount the fish and funding is in place.  If you have a fish to donate or to loan to the exhibit, please do so.  These folks have become gracious hosts to our club and this is a nice way to repay their kindness.

FAVORITE SON AND DAUGHTER

As a 501 (c ) (3) corporation we cannot have significant involvement in political campaigns.  Nothing in the tax code prohibits us from being friends to our friends.  To that end, we have two friends of the club who are campaigning for high political office.  The first, Barbara Rosenman is running for Oldham County Coroner.  We all know Barbara from her wildlife rehabilitation clinic.  She’s been a good friend to the club and to the sporting community.   She’s been so good that we nominated her for Wildlife Conservationist of the Year, which was bestowed on her.  If you live in Oldham County, you ought to consider voting for her.  

If you live on the other side of the county line, you also have a great opportunity.  John Aubrey is campaigning to be re-elected Sheriff of Jefferson County.  Aside from his impeccable law enforcement credentials and his stellar record as Sheriff, John has been a good friend to this club.  He, along with Lieutenant Governor Henry kicked off the gun lock distribution program at our club.  He understands that sportsmen are a critical part of the community and reached out to us.  He also oversees the Knights of Columbus council building that hosts our board meetings.  Like Barbara, John deserves every bit of your consideration.  


Finally, another friend of the club, Senator Ernie Harris is running for reelection.  As much as many of us would like to help him, we cannot.  He has no opponent.  Senator, I’m sure we’d all help you if you needed the help.  

BULLY PULPIT

This month, I hit a milestone.  This Bully Pulpit is number two hundred.  For a long time now, I’ve been writing this column.  For almost two decades, I’ve been bending your ear each month.  In looking back, I’d like to share some of the things that I’ve learned writing this stuff:

· Computers have made writers better.  Re-writes are easier, spelling and grammar checkers keep us honest and storage is a snap.  I have a friend who is a writer of great renown. He’s most prolific, writing articles and books on a regular basis.  He types his stuff on an old IBM Selectric.  I don’t know if he’s a Luddite or a keeper of tradition, but he sure works hard at it.

· The pen is truly mightier than the sword.  I don’t know one conservation battle that was won by a duel but a whole lot of them have been won by molding opinion, spreading information and making regulators and legislators aware of the issues affecting sportsmen and women.  

· If you state your opinions often enough, you’re going to step on someone’s toes.  Sometimes, the toes you step on end up kicking you square in the kiester.  

· The possessive form of it is spelled its.  The contraction of it is is spelled it’s.  There is no its’.  If you make this mistake in a manuscript to a big-time magazine editor, he’ll send you a snotty letter telling you that you’re a no-talent dope.

· Given the average length of this column, I’ve spewed out a quarter of a million words.  That’s a lot of hot air, even for me.

· If you watch an organization long enough, you witness a lot of passages.  I’ve witnessed kids being born, growing up, friends getting married and divorced, and of course, deaths.  I’ve written about all of these things.  Writing about the death of a member or friend of the club is always the toughest.  A generous guy will write his own obituary to save his friends the sadness of doing so.

· Controversy is the easiest thing to write about.  Opinions are generally held with passion and the words flow from the mind to the page with ease.  It’s easy to do anything about which you are passionate.

· Fact based articles or instructions are the toughest subjects.  You’ve got to be dead on with your facts because many of the readers know a lot more about the subject than does the writer.  It goes back to basic high-school research.

· Leave humor to the pros.  It’s not nearly as easy as it looks and what seemed funny as all get-out during its creation is not nearly as funny when you re-read it.

· Tell your readers the truth.  They’ll spot a lie instantly and will remember it forever.

· The most over-used word in most writing is I.

·  If writing about the sentimental stuff makes you cry, it’s going to make a few of your readers cry.  That’s a good thing.

· Sooner or later you run out of stuff.  It’s okay to reprise a thought you had ten years ago.  Usually the readers won’t remember either and if they do, they probably need a refresher on the details.

· Never get in a whizzing contest with people who buy ink by the barrel.

· Using profanity in conversation is fun.  Using it in writing will alienate a certain number of readers and will usually distract people from the point you’re trying to make.

· Make sure as many people as possible get the opportunity to read what you write.  You never know where you’ll make a new friend, influence a decision or create an opportunity.  We’re a tiny club, but to hear and read what has been said about us, you’d believe that we’re the biggest powerhouse around.

· It’s okay to attack or criticize ideas, plans, programs, etc.  Just remember that attacking people is a whole ‘nother kettle of fish.  Sometimes it has to be done, but usually it can be avoided.  If it’s personal, take it up with the person.  If it’s not personal, don’t make it personal.

· The government is probably the most pervasive influence on our sports.  It’s also ponderous, slow to act, heavy-handed and sometimes corrupt.  It pays to keep one’s eye on the goings-on in the Frankfort and Washington.  Occasionally, you have to go there yourself to straighten them out.  When straightening them out, always remember that they also control the police, so do it politely.

· If you’re going to write about love in a publication that’s mostly read by men, be real careful how you write that column.  Otherwise you’ll get strange looks from most and less than appetizing propositions from others.

· If you want to be a good writer, read a lot.  You’ll learn a lot from other people’s styles.  If you shoot enough shotguns, watch enough retrievers and cast enough fishing rods, you’ll eventually learn what constitutes real quality.  The same holds true for reading and writing.

· You don’t have to have an ego as big as Texas to be a writer but it sure helps.

· Laugh and the word laughs with you.  Screw up and the world laughs at you.

It’s been fun writhing these 200 columns.  Some have been better than others and some positively stunk.  You’ve been a kind and generous group to allow me to shoot my mouth off each month and I appreciate it.  God willing and if I can hide from the Grim Reaper, maybe I can reel off another couple hundred before I give it up.

Opinions expressed in the Bully Pulpit are those of the author.  They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, director s or members of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.   But they should be.

The ‘Creeker Gazette is the official publication of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  You can reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications.  You can write us at box 22592 Louisville, Kentucky 40222, call us at (502) 228-5464, fax us at (502) 228-7443 or email us at daking101@hotmail.com.  We’d love to hear from you.

OCTOBER MEETING, WEDNESDAY THE SIXTEENTH


7:30 P.M. AT THE CREASEY-MAHAN NATURE CENTER











