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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Going into my second term as president, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of those folks who provided their help and guidance during my first year. I’ve learned that we are a very diverse club, both in thoughts and deeds. Somehow though, year in and year out, we manage to maintain a fairly even keel and balance between club activities, contributing to various conservation efforts and providing our time, effort and opinions regarding conservation, wildlife and the outdoor sports issues, political or otherwise. 

Therein lies our strength. Diversity. In speaking with some of you, I’ve learned that there is a wish to have more hunting and fishing activities sponsored by the club, either on a formal or an informal basis. I have also learned over the past year that almost all of our members have an opinion as to what the club should be doing or not doing. Basically, we just want to try and make the club more enjoyable and fun for everyone. In that light, I will sending out to each current member a four-page Questionnaire asking for your opinions, comments and ideas on what you want, what activities you would like to see the club do more or less of and any changes you would like to see made. 

The only thing I ask is that if I am going to take the personal time, money and effort to send out the Questionnaire, that you please take the time to complete it and mail it back. A postage-paid, return envelope will be provided to you, I only ask that you take the time to complete it. Your responses to the questionnaire will be compiled with everyone else’s and that information will be presented to the Board for consideration and action. Contributors’ individual comments will be kept completely and strictly confidential and the actual responses only seen by myself. You may choose to remain anonymous if you like or sign your responses either way is fine. I have already received several signed responses from Board members, but the choice is entirely up to you. 

Again, when you receive the Questionnaire, please take a few minutes to complete it and return it in the post-paid envelope. In doing so, you can only help make the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club better serve you and the hunting and fishing activities you like to participate in. I thank you in advance for your participation. 
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Home of the world-famous Catfish Derby ©

THIS MONTH’S MEETING

Traditionally, we reserve the January meeting to discuss the events for the new year.  Being slaves to tradition, we will do so this month.  Our two most pressing events are the pheasant hunt and building bluebird boxes.  Please come out with other suggestions so that we can do some more out of the ordinary stuff that distinguishes us as a fun group.

ANNUAL AWARDS

At last month’s Christmas party, the following awards were conferred:

Big Buck:  Jim Steilberg

The Silver Ladle:  Terry Sullivan

Sportsman of the Year: Pat Runyan

A special recognition to Gary Owen of Allegra Printing for his generous fulfillment of our printing needs.  A special recognitionn to Elizabeth Sullivan for the large bass she caught at the Family Fishing Day.

DUES DUE

Your dues of $35.00 are due and payable.  Please pay up early so I don’t have to run this column every month.

TIMELY REMINDER

Your license expires at the end of February.  I’m going to start nagging you right now to make sure you get your new one in time.  We want you to be legal and the money goes to the best of all possible causes.

LEGISLATIVE ISSUES

It’s that time of year again.  The state legislature is in session.  That means potential changes for Fish and Wildlife.  Some of the changes that are being considered are changes in cervid ranching rules, the paddlefish issue and the possibility of filching some of the money from the Fish and Wildlife budget to balance the state’s budget.  These and many other issues will affect what we do.  I know that most people would rather go in for sigmoidoscopy than fool with politics.  Bear with us for a couple of months and please answer the call when the need to contact the legislature when they need to hear from us to protect our sports.

BULLY PULPIT 

by Terry Sullivan

MEMORANDUM

TO: Paul Patton, the Governor of Kentucky

       The members of the Kentucky General Assembly

FROM:  Terry Sullivan, Angry Sportsman

RE:  Potential diversion of the KDFWR budget to the             

         General Fund

Priority:  Highest

It has come to my attention that you, governor, have warned the KDFWR that their agency budget may be diverted into the general fund.  You legislators will have to act to allow such a move.  I believe I speak for the hundreds of thousands of hunters, anglers and boaters when I warn you to watch your step.

You guys are warning us that you may have to make draconian cuts in government spending.  Ordinarily that’s a good thing.  I’ve always believed in circumcision budgeting….you can take ten percent off of the top of anything and still make it work properly.  There is, however, one instance in which this isn’t so.

The KDFWR is funded by us.  I’m not going to bore you with all of the details of how that happens, because I know you gentle readers know all about how we fund fish and wildlife conservation.  It is important to know that the KDFWR has been a good steward of its resources.  They have worked hard to maintain the quality of our resources and to provide opportunities for wholesome outdoor activity.  Part of this good stewardship is to maintain some funds in reserve as a hedge against catastrophic events or to cushion against increasing prices.  They run their business like a wise family handles its money.  Spend some but also save some for a rainy day.

Contrast this with how you guys handle the general fund.  It’s spent before it comes in.   It seems that no cause, no program, no activity is unworthy of government funding.  Whether it’s a community center in the governor’s home town or a road to nowhere in western Kentucky, politicians extract money from us through taxes and then try to purchase our votes by spending the money they extorted from us in a manner that they think pleases us.  You’re trying to buy our votes with our own money.  What’s worse is you’re trying to buy the votes of others with our money.  It’s depressing.

The result of all of this spending is that the state has a colossal budget deficit.  You figure that we’ll be 500 million dollars in the hole.  Wasn’t it just about five years ago that you were running a surplus of 280 million?  Where did all of that money go?  Where is the general fund’s rainy day savings?   

We hunters, anglers and boaters pay taxes to Kentucky like everyone else.  In addition to all the taxes we pay as citizens, we have made a deal with the government to pay for fish and wildlife conservation too.  The deal goes something like this; “We’ll pay for all of the licenses.  We’ll pay to register our boats.  We’ll pay a special excise tax on all of our huntin’ and fishin’ stuff.  You, government will earmark all that money we paid in and use it to conserve the fish, wildlife and waterways.  You’ll give us a say in how it’s spent”.

Well for fifty years, Kentucky’s hunters and anglers have held up their end of the deal.  We’ve paid and paid and paid.  We’ve done so willingly.  We’re not moochers.  We’re willing to pay for what we get.  We’ve cooperated with the Department to help them provide the best possible outdoor activities.  After we got done paying, we formed groups like DU, QU, the NWTF, the RMEF, BASS and even this little old club to further fish and wildlife conservation.  We’re the people who paid to develop a turkey flock in Kentucky.  We’re the people who build and install the wood duck boxes that kept this species viable in Kentucky.   We’re why Kentucky has the largest elk herd east of the Mississippi.  Hunters and anglers have done more than held up their side of the bargain.  Now, a lame duck governor is suggesting that the state renege on their end of the deal.  Well, governor, that’s just not acceptable.  A deal’s a deal even when it’s difficult to hold up your end.  Don’t give me that whiny crap about having to let prisoners out early and having to lay state employees off because you’re out of dough.  That’s your and the legislature’s job.  For the last year, you guys have been in a slap fight over how you’ll spend our money.   We’re sick of watching it.   Aside from paying our taxes and obeying your laws, it’s not our problem.  Those of us who voted for you did so because we thought you could handle the business of Kentucky successfully.  We’re having second thoughts.  If you sought this office to lead Kentucky, fine.  Well, do it, damn it.  Just don’t think you’re going to do it with the money that we’ve paid to conserve fish and wildlife.  If you have to change tax policy, change it.  If you have to cut services or employees, well that’s too bad.  If your community center doesn’t get finished, well, life’s tough.  All of us would like new boats, a couple of new shotguns and a fine new truck to carry it all, but we can’t afford it.  We’re making do with what we’ve got .  Your gonna have to do the same.   

Governor, you’re finishing up eight years at the helm of Kentucky.  You legislators have hundreds of years of collective experience in government.  You should all know that we hunters, anglers and boaters fueled a 5.4 billion dollar industry that keeps 64,000 Kentuckians employed and paying taxes to you.  We’re the ones who have kept Kentucky clean and green. We’ve done this for the benefit of the entire Commonwealth, not just ourselves.  We’ve paid every bit of it.  We’ve been good stewards of our money.  The case can be made that you have not.   Keep your meathooks off of our money.  Your actions have shown that you don’t have the sense and restraint to use it wisely.

If this memorandum sounds bitter or angry, well it’s meant that way.  For fifty years we’ve been doing more than our share.  You’d be sore too, if you held up your end of a deal for fifty years and found out your partner was planning to hose you.    We’re not about to let that happen without a heck of a fight.  You would all do well to count how many Kentuckians hunt, fish and boat.  Not only do we enjoy our recreational activities, we proudly participate in the democratic process by voting.  If you mess with our money, you’ll hear from us on the first Tuesday in November.  I mean it.

The opinions expressed in the Bully Pulpit are those of the author.  They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, director s or     members of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.   But they should be.

The ‘Creeker Gazette is the official publication of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  You can reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications.  You can write us at box 22592 Louisville, Kentucky 40222, call us at (502) 228-5464, fax us at (502) 228-7443 or email us at daking101@hotmail.com.  We’d love to hear from you.

Socialism or just government at work?
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