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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

This President’s Message marks the nearing of the end of my term.  As is traditional, I have used up my two years in office and will be passing the torch to whomever you good folks decide should take my place. We’ve placed a slate of candidates into nomination, but if you have an urge to serve, by all means, be nominated.   We’d love to have new blood. 

I have enjoyed serving you and I believe we’ve had a pretty good two years.  I look forward to more good times in the future.

MEETING SCHEDULE

At the August board meeting, we decided to try a new meeting schedule.  Many months are busy and meeting attendance has been low.  What the heck, who’s going to give up deer hunting to talk about deer hunting?  Why don’t we give the following meeting schedule a try?
January                                     July Sporting Clays

February                                   August, Third District  

March        

          September


Skip April (turkey season)        October (elections)

May                                          Skip November


June


          December Christmas


                                    Party

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

We will nominate and elect officers at this meeting.

The nominating committee forwards the following slate:

President:  Kent Cooper

Vice President:  Dave Brandt

Treasurer:  Art Gunst

Secretary:  Dan Sesit

Sgt at Arms:  Ben McDonald

Director:  Bill More

Director:  Jack Foote

Director:  Hugh Adamson

Nominations will also be taken from the floor.

THIRD DISTRICT MEETING

The Third District meeting will be held on October 22 at the Taylorsville Community Center.  We elect the third district officers at this meeting and chart the course for the Third District at this meeting.  Please try to attend.
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Home of the world-famous Catfish Derby ©
BIG BUCK CONTEST

Well, kids, it’s deer season again.  This year’s big buck contest will consider bucks killed by any legal means during the period from last year’s Christmas party and one week before this year’s Christmas party.  This will allow late-season deer from last year as well as those taken during most of this season.  Scoring will be Safari Club International gross points.  See Kent Cooper for scoring details.  Deer must be scored and submitted 1 week prior to the Christmas party.

SPEAKING OF THE CHRISTMAS PARTY

It’s none too early to open your schedule for this event.  It will be held at the North Oldham Lion’s Club on December 17.  More details will follow in the December newsletter, but reserve the date today.

HUNTERS FOR THE HUNGRY DINNER

A fundraising banquet for Hunters for the Hungry will be held at Keenland Race Course on November 1.  Reservations are due by October 27 by calling (502) 905-0595.  This is a most worthy cause, so why not hobnob with your fellow sports for the benefit of hungry Kentuckians.

BULLY PULPIT 

                        By Terry Sullivan

I don’t know about the rest of you folks, but I get awfully tired about people pointing out that Kentucky is traditionally trails the nation in many quality of life issues.  We constantly hear that we are at the bottom in education, live births, health, employment, etceteras.  I think that to some extent we’ve developed an inferiority complex because our shortcomings are constantly shoved in our face.  This month, I’d like to look at some of the positive aspects of Kentucky.

I began considering this issue on a recent road trip.  Ann and I traveled to Connecticut for a family gathering.  From the time we landed at Bradley International Airport, I was stunned by the amount of traffic that seemed to be going everywhere.  Whether it was 9:00 PM on Friday night or 9:00 AM on Saturday 

morning, every road was bumper to bumper.  I guess I shouldn’t be surprised because the Nutmeg state has about the same population as Kentucky, but it’s shoehorned into an area that is one-seventh the size of the Bluegrass State.  With a population seven times as dense as Kentucky’s it’s no wonder that everywhere I went seemed crowded.  As far as traffic jams go, if the only ones you’ve ever been in are here, then you’ve never been in a traffic jam.

My wanderings also led me to believe my Yankee compatriots have precious little land for hunting.  As I traversed the Parkway and Interstate system it seemed like very little of the land is undeveloped.  The trip from Hartford to Fairfield is roughly the distance of a trip from Louisville to Elizabethtown.  During my cross-state drive (yes, a fifty mile drive allows you to traverse a huge part of Connecticut), I saw precious little land that was not developed.  Urban sprawl is a theoretical concept here.  It is a fact of life in the Northeast.  We are wise to consider the implications of increasing population density and the outgrowth of cities here, but it’s hard to imagine that we’ll ever face the population density of New England.  If Kentucky doubled its population overnight, it would still have only 200 people per square mile as opposed to their 680.  I can’t tell you that we have more huntin’ land than we’ll ever be able to use, but we’re not far from it.  

Another thing that I noticed was that every gun shop and every sporting goods store I passed had a large poster in the window advertising NRA firearms classes.  Only since the advent of the concealed carry law have firearms classes received any serious attention in Kentucky.  It would seem that a lack of open space where dad can take his kids out and teach them how to responsibly use ol’ Betsy requires our Yankee brethren to approach firearms training in a far more organized fashion.  Not that forma training is a bad thing, but it sure is convenient to be able to run out to the back forty to take a little target practice. It also returns firearms education back to the family.  Ask any teacher and you’ll quickly find out that the most important component of education is what is taught at home.  Lessons learned at the feet of mom and dad are usually the ones best learned.

It might seem that I’m running down Connecticut.  That’s far from my intention.  It’s a great state.  It has an ocean that we sorely lack.  It’s one of the thirteen original colonies.  It’s steeped in rich history from the Charter Oak to the factories where Samuel Colt and Oliver Winchester created the guns that won the west.  Connecticut has been good to the shooting sports.  It has been the home to major arms makers like Ruger, Mossberg, High Standard, Charger Arms, Remington Winchester and Colt.  Our Yankee friends have been very diligent in preserving and protecting their woods and waters.   It’s really a very nice place.  It’s just that sometimes we Kentuckians look at other states and then at our shortcomings and develop a sense of inferiority.  That’s a horrible mistake.  We do have a host of quality of life issues that we need to address, but the quality of many aspects of our lives is unparalleled.  We’ve got the means to enjoy the great outdoors within a short distance from our homes.  On many of our state Parkways, a traffic jam consists of three cars.  Sure we lag in some quality of life issues and we should work diligently to do so.  Our neighbors in New England, however, will never be able to have the space to roam or the hunting, fishing and outdoors opportunities we enjoy.   Be proud of the good stuff that Kentucky offers.  I strongly suggest that you take advantage of them today.

The opinions expressed in the Bully Pulpit are those of the author.  They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, director s or members of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.   But they should be.

The ‘Creeker Gazette is the official publication of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  You can reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications.  You can write us at box 22592 Louisville, Kentucky 40222, call us at (502) 228-5464, fax us at (502) 228-7443 or email us at daking101@hotmail.com.  We’d love to hear from you.
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