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*****NO APRIL GENERAL MEETING*****
There will be no General Meeting for April because of the opening of turkey season on the 15th. Please make a note of this on your April calendars.

TURKEY SEASON OPENS APRIL 15TH
Turkey season opens April 15th and runs through May 5th, 2004. For more details on this season’s hunting requirements, restrictions, etc., go to the KDFWR web site or pick up the hunting regulations at your local sportsmens’ store.
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Turkey & Wine Connoisseurs

Ever wondered what wines to serve with your bounty after that successful turkey hunt? The experts recommend the following: Chenin Blanc, Johannisberg Riesling, Loire, Sauvignon Blanc. Of course, a specially prepared “hops” beverage, well chilled, always does justice to any turkey meal, too!

Federal Duck Stamp Program
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March 16 marked the 70th birthday of the Federal Duck Stamp Program. Since 1934, purchases of Federal duck stamps by hunters and other conservationists has raised over $670 million dollars to buy millions of acres of wetland habitat for refuges across the country. For further details about  the  FDS program and how it benefits hunters and conservations, you may contact the USFWS customer service center at 1-800-344-WILD. (Credit: US Fish & Wildlife Service)
$ Final Reminder---Dues $
O.K. THIS really is the FINAL REMINDER that dues are due. Dues are $35.00 and a Membership Renewal form was included with January’s newsletter. If you need another, please contact Dan Sesit. This is everyone’s last chance…so let’s get those dues in…thanks!!!

Kent Cooper, President
Hunting & Fishing Licenses---Which States are Tops?

Ever wonder which states are truly a “sportsmen’s paradise?” Well, your ill-informed staff of writers here at the Creeker Gazette wondered that as well and set their research “hounds” on the trail of the appropriate information. The guys figured that the best way to find out which state really draws the crowds was to look at the number of hunting and fishing licenses actually sold. And, thanks to our special contacts deep within the government, we were able to find this information (o.k., we really found it on the Internet along with a great deal on a set of Ginzu knives for three easy payments of just $9.95). The numbers provided below show the actual number of total hunting and fishing licenses sold for each activity for each state.

	National Ranking
	State
	# of Hunting

Licenses*
	
	National Ranking
	State
	# of Fishing

Licenses*

	1
	Wisconsin
	2,599,506
	
	1
	California
	3,141,386

	2
	Pennsylvania
	2,520,673
	
	2
	Texas
	2,069,913

	3
	Michigan
	2,272,955
	
	3
	Washington
	1,931,818

	4
	Minnesota
	1,594,619
	
	4
	Florida
	1,834,287

	5
	Oregon
	1,409,238
	
	5
	Pennsylvania
	1,787,743

	 20th
	Kentucky
	684,768
	
	24th
	Kentucky
	623,802


      *Includes resident and non-resident licenses

Sportsmen’s’ Web Sites

Check out this month’s recommended sportsmens’ TURKEY web sites:

1) www.nwtf.org   (The quintessential Turkey info site & organization)

2)
http://members.aol.com/BERLIER1/TURKEY.htm  (General Turkey Hunting Info)

3) http://www.geocities.com/Yosemite/Gorge/2325/www.html (Turkey sounds)

[image: image12.png]


                        [image: image13.png]


                        [image: image14.png]



Crappie Trip---Rescheduled to April 23rd- 25th at Rough River Lake

The Crappie trip for Rough River has been rescheduled again (due to low water at Rough) to the weekend of April 23rd – 25th. It will be held at the Sullivan Compound. Again, there are some potential concerns regarding the water level at Rough, but we’ll be keeping an eye on that level the closer we get to the 4th weekend of this month. For further details and status of the trip, you may contact our host, Terry Sullivan, at (502) 558-5464 or by emailing Terry at: daking101@hotmail.com.
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Birdfest & KWFF Meeting---May 8, 2004

The Birdfest & Kentucky Wildlife Federation Foundation meeting will be held in Frankfort, Kentucky at the Salato Center Wildlife Education Center from 10:00 a.m. to 4 p.m. on May 8th. For additional information about this event, contact: Laura.Lange@Ky.gov. For more information about the KWFF, please go to the following page within the Kentucky Sportsmen web site: http://www.kentuckysportsmen.com/kwff.html. Creeker members are encourage to attend since one of our elder statesmen of the club, Hugh Adamson, is intricately involved with the KWFF and has also been honored for his service to the KWFF via the organization’s Hugh M. Adamson Scholarship award.

Special Thanks to our Speakers!!!

Special thanks to our past two speakers: Clinton Blackburn & Alex Lea. Clinton spoke about his taxidermy practice and how best to preserve that special wildlife harvest for a lifetime. Clinton provided both novice and expert a lot of great tips and the club greatly appreciated his presentation and advice.  Alex, as everyone well knows, is the consummate turkey expert both within the club as well as in circles extending well beyond the state of Kentucky. We are indeed fortunate to have such a respected and knowledgeable authority on turkey hunting, turkey habitat and how to bag that prize bird…many thanks, Alex!!!

2004 Clean Water Summit for Hunters & Anglers---April 30th & May 1st

Ducks Unlimited, Trout Unlimited, National Wildlife Federation and the Sierra Club are co-sponsoring the 2004 Clean Water Summit for Hunters & Anglers on Friday, April 20th and Saturday, May, 1st, at the Blue Licks Battlefield State Resort in Carlisle, Kentucky. 

Featured topics include: “Threats to Federal Clean Water Laws: What Hunters and Anglers are doing to Stop Them,” “Mercury & Fish: Should you Worry,” “Water Testing & Aquatic Critter Identification,” and “Flyfishing: Tutorials for Beginning & Advanced Flyfishers.” The Summit will kick-off with a FREE bison dinner and featured speaker, Dave Shuffet, host of KET’s Kentucky Life. For more information, please call (859) 572-1435 by April 15th if possible.

Safe Boating Certification Available on the Internet

The Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources wants everyone to be reminded that boaters ages 12 –17 must obtain a safe boating certificate (card) before operating any watercraft over 10 horsepower by themselves. The six-hour certification course is offered twice a month from April through September in each of the state’s nine KDFWR law enforcement districts. Pre-registration is not necessary. The on-line cost is $15.00. For further information, please contact Lee McClellan at: (800) 858-1549.

Wild about Reading Earth Day Bookfest---April 19th –22nd 

The Kentucky Department of Fish & Wildlife Resources encourages everyone to take part in the first annual Wild About Reading Earth Day Bookfest. This is a unique opportunity to learn more about nature and conservation topics. More information can be found at www.kentuckyawake.org during the month of April.
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Boating Reminder: Boat Registration Deadline is April 30th!!! [image: image16.jpg]S8,




From the Editor’s Desk…

Well, I owe my boat an apology. It has been almost 10 months since I have had a chance to fix my steering cable, get it re-licensed and out on the water. I love my boat and I love being out on the water, but these past number of months have been filled with a lot of life’s trials and tribulations. I won’t go into the specifics, but suffice it to say that I have had to refocus and recenter myself a bit. O.k.., that admittance is about as close as this commentary is going to get to being qualified for a “Dr. Phil” show episode! Seriously though, I have relearned a lesson about the importance of “maintenance.” Whether it has to do with friends, work or in this case…boats! It is one of those situations where you lose sight of the forest because there are so many trees in the way. On occasion, it is important to make sure that you are at least heading in the general direction that you want to go. Sometimes, of course, there are detours. But, if you are well-grounded, like a good compass---you always head back “true North.”

I remember many an instance sitting there in my Stratos, deadening silence all around, except for the lapping of some small wakes against the hull created by a distant boat that would occasionally pass by me in a secluded cove or creek channel while fishing one of my several of favorite lakes. I treasure those moments. Not everyone gets those kinds of moments. I know I’m one of the privileged. I respect that I’m one of the privileged. I am sadden at the thought of all those folks out there, sportsman or not, that do not get the opportunity to enjoy such a privilege as I do. My boat provides me with that opportunity, that privilege. Like a good bird dog, it performs to its destiny and asks little in return…only that you allow it to fulfill that destiny by providing its basic maintenance. So, I’ve relearned an important lesson about “maintenance.” Always, always, always “maintain” those things that either bring you pleasure, make your life easier or generally make it better. For me, my boat does all three and in the future I will be sure that it fulfills its destiny.

With the coming warmer months, I’m very much looking forward to getting out there with all my Creeker buddies and hitting the waters to fish, and to fish, and well, to do more fishing. So, words to the wise…if you own a boat go give it a good thorough going over. Be nice to your boat. Grease those wheel bearings, charge those batteries and give it the real high octane fuel on occasion. Fulfill your boat’s destiny…so it can fulfill yours!!!

Dan Sesit, Editor

              
The ‘Creeker Gazette is the official publication of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  The republishing rights to all materials contained herein are reserved but may be used with prior written consent of the Editor.
The information and/or opinions expressed in this newsletter are strictly those of each author. They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, directors or members of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  

You may reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications at P.O. Box 22592, Louisville, Kentucky 40222, or by emailing us at, Dsesit1@msn.com. We would enjoy hearing from you.
                                                                   [image: image17.png]



                                                                                      Home of the world-famous Catfish Derby ©
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NO GENERAL MEETING THIS MONTH


**********















