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Jim Strader Hunting & Fishing Expo---February 13th---February 15th

The Jim Strader’s Hunting & Fishing Expo will be held at the Kentucky International Convention Center (502-595-4381) Friday, February 13th through Sunday, February 15th. The hours are: Noon, Friday, February, 13th to 9:00 p.m.; Saturday, February 14th 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.; and, Sunday, February 15th, 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Admission is $8.00, but it is free to children 12 and under. There will be various events specifically geared toward children including a casting contest and archery opportunity, among other events. Also, there will be free deer scoring, a Big Buck contest, live animal displays, and a Birds of Prey Exhibit. There will also be multiple seminars on bass and striper fishing, as well as turkey and deer hunting. For further details, you may check Strader’s web site at: http://www.jimstrader.com/expo_dates.htm for further details and the specific times and lecturers for the seminars.
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Frazier Historical Arms Museum to Open May 22, 2004

The Frazier, (as it will be more commonly known) in collaboration with the Royal Armouries (Britain's oldest museum), holds in trust one of the greatest collections of arms, armor and related historical artifacts in the world. 
  
Many of the pieces displayed in the Frazier Museum once belonged to famous politicians and celebrities; noted frontiersmen and soldiers. At no other museum in the world will you find the ceremonial sword of Founding Father Josiah Bartlett, the family bible of legendary pioneer Daniel Boone, the "Big Stick" of President Theodore Roosevelt, the bow attributed to the great Apache warrior Geronimo, or the ivory-handled Colt pistols of General George Armstrong Custer. Thanks to the unique and historic collaboration with Royal Armouries, the Frazier will also display the arms and armor of kings and knights; the possessions of Henry VIII and Elizabeth I; and other wonderful artifacts from Europe that date back 1,000 years. 
  
Frazier Historical Arms Museum to Open May 22, 2004---Continued
The combination of these two world-class collections allows the Frazier to tell the complete American story. Not the abridged version that begins in Jamestown with the colonists but a larger story that begins in Europe some 600 years earlier. No other museum can tell this story like the Frazier. 
  
Through the use of powerful interactive displays, state-of-the-art multi-media presentations and dynamic performances by costumed interpreters, history will come alive at the Frazier as never before. 
  
Highlights of the Frazier Arms Museum include:

  
• A priceless collection of arms, armor and related historical artifacts spanning 1,000 years, housed in a 100,000 square feet, state-of-the-art museum in downtown Louisville 
  
• Three floors of exhibits; two re-enactment areas, including a 120 seat auditorium; audio-visual, multi-media and interactive displays and facilities throughout, including a 48-seat movie theater 
  
• Costumed interpreters, and a tournament ring with live demonstrations highlighting the use of arms and armor 
  
• Educational, cultural and entertainment activities at the Museum throughout the day, and at night 
  
• First floor Gallery and Hall, and fifth floor Roof Garden with beautiful views of the Ohio River available for private use, including catered events 
  
• Museum gift shop and cafe´
The long-awaited firearms museum new to Louisville will open to the general public on May 22, 2004. The Frazier Historical Arms Museum is located in downtown Louisville at 829 West Main Street. The Museum will be open all year, Monday through Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Sunday’s from Noon to 5:00 p.m. (please note that last admission will be at 4:00 p.m.). Admission costs are $9 for adults, $6 for children under 14 and for seniors; all children under 5 are free. The museum may be contacted at (502) 412-2280 or toll-free at (866) 886-7103. [Editors Note: parts of this article were compiled from materials provided to the public by the Frazier Historical Arms Museum]

  
3rd District “Officer Appreciation Meeting”
The next 3rd District meeting will be the annual Officer Appreciation meeting. Please take the time to come as our District’s CO’s are well deserving of appropriate recognition because of the time and effort they put into protecting us and our hunting and fishing opportunities. The meeting will be held Wednesday, February 25th at the Jefferson County Sportsmen’s Club on Highway 660. Please contact Hugh Adamson for further details (FrmThng@aol.com) if you can attend.
New Sportsmen’s Film: “Managing the Elk Kill”

Our club president, Kent Cooper, is producing (along with a few other associates) a detailed film on the “How- to’s” of handling your Elk harvest. The film will show the specifics of dressing out a 900lbs. Elk. The production was filmed at the White Oak Elk Ranch in Hamburg, Indiana. Kent used a 300 winmag to bring down the beast at approximately 60 yards. More details are to come within the next month or two. 
Sportsmen’s’ Web Sites

Check out this month’s recommended sportsmen’s’ web sites:

1) www.coleman.com
2) www.kentuckyhunting.com
3)
www.machinegunshoot.com (Knob Creek)

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

Reminder---Dues Time Again 

Just a gentle reminder that it is dues time again. Dues are $35.00 and a Membership Renewal form was included with January’s newsletter. If you need another, please contact Dan Sesit. Please try to get your dues in within the next month or so---it will be greatly appreciate!

Reminder---Quail Unlimited Annual Banquet

The Commonwealth Chapter of Quail Unlimited will be hosting the 13th Annual Banquet on Saturday, March 6, 2004. The Banquet will be held at the Claudia Sanders Dinner House, 3202 Shelbyville Road, Shelbyville, Kentucky. The Cash bar begins at 5:30 p.m. and the buffet dinner will begin at 7:00 p.m. The program begins at 8:00 p.m. There will be door prizes, a silent auction, wildlife art, a live auction, raffles and hunting/fishing trips raffled off. Banquet dinner for one (no membership) is $30.00 and banquet dinner for two (no memberships) is $60.00. You may contact Chuck Juengling for tickets at (502) 267-5625, or Alex Lea at (502) 969-3414.
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Building Bluebird Boxes: The annual building of the club’s bluebird boxes for the Salato Center will be on Saturday, February 21st (rough cuts made) & Sunday, February 22nd building of boxes. We anticipate building approximately 80 to 100 bluebird boxes. Volunteers are needed for the Sunday morning session to build the boxes. Building will begin at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, the 22nd at David O’Neil’s house at 2109 Johnson Road. Please be sure to bring your own power drill with Philips head bit for construction purposes. And if you have a heavy-duty extension cord that might not be a bad idea to bring as well. This is always a lot of fun with a chance to exchange hunting and fishing jokes and just generally have some fun with your ‘Creeker brethren, so we hope to see you there!

Crappie Trip---Rough River[image: image14.png]



A weekend Crappie trip is being planned for Rough River sometime in late March or early April. It will be held at the Sullivan Compound by gracious invitation by Mr. Sullivan himself. So, get ready if you are interested in trying to best this early season delicacy. Further details will be provided in the March, 2004 edition of the ‘Creeker Gazette!

Reminder---Quail/Pheasant Hunt: Saturday, March 13th, at Sugar Creek Sporting Clays and Hunting Preserve, 910 Phoenix Hills Camp Road, Mitchell, Indiana. Contact Jack Foote at (502) 896-8669 or Art Gunst at (502) 228-1903 for further details and info.

Reminder---Legislative Actions & Meetings
Also, the KDFWR Wildlife Commission will be meeting on March 5th. Further details will be provided in the February Gazette.

HCFS Web Site---Picture Time!!!
As reported in January’s newsletter, we are in the process of updating all the HCFS web site pages with either more complete or revised club information. We anticipate loading the web pages up in a couple of weeks. At that time, an email will go out to each club member on our newsletter listing that has email availability (sorry, but it would not be feasible to do an actual separate mailing notice). 

Accordingly, we are asking that if you have any hunting, fishing, boating or other sportsmen’s related pictures that you would like to see on our web site that you forward those electronically to Dan Sesit (Dsesit1@msn.com) or mail or hand-deliver them to Dan. Again, our Internet address will be the same as we have now: www.harrodscreek.org. 
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The Bully Pulpit

Those of you who watched Kentucky Afield on January eleventh saw an interesting segment about the biggest archery tournament ever held.  No, not at the Olympics or the Buckmasters, but at the Kentucky Horse Park.  It was the first-ever Kentucky Schools Archery Championship.  Over six hundred middle school kids competed.

This event sprung from a program known as the National Archery in Schools Program.  This now-nationwide program was created by the KDFWR about two years ago.  It began with a simple concept.  Develop a unit of physical education that taught archery.  Working together with the Kentucky Department of Education, the program was developed to comply with the Kentucky Education Reform Act (no small feat), to be simple enough to train teachers effectively and to require relatively simple equipment.  Developing a program that could do all three of these things is a daunting task.  Taking it from concept to a national program in two years is a phenomenal feat.

One of the basic and most difficult hurdles to cross was equipment.  The Archery Manufacturer’s Organization jumped in with both feet.  Those of you that shoot a bow know that in order to be accurate, a bow must be fitted and tuned to the archer.  With kids varying widely in size and strength this seemed to be an insurmountable problem.  Enter the Matthews Company.  Their designers created a bow design that could be adjusted to shoot from ten to twenty pounds and had the same let-off at any length of draw.  This minor archery miracle means that virtually any kid can pick up one of these bows and draw it to their own particular length, using the same arrows as each other kid and the bow will do its part, without adjustment.  This program spurred Matthews to develop this technology and to license it to any other bow manufacturer for a dollar.  This in itself is a major step in promoting youth archery.

With their well-conceived program, innovative bows and a bunch of donated archery tackle, the Department introduced it to middle schools.  Although there were worries about bows in the schools being considered “weapons” and resistance from the anti-hunting crowd, the program took off like Gangbusters.  In a very short time schools were clamoring to purchase the turnkey kit for $2,400.00 and give their students a chance to augment basketball and track with archery in phys-ed class.  Schools that could not eke $2400 from their budget were partnered with manufacturers; sportsmen’s clubs and national organizations that would help them defray the cost.  No school that wanted the program was left behind.   The nation’s education community watched the results.  Every state in the union and a number of foreign countries have contacted the KDFWR for information on how to set up their program.  If the present schedule holds true, about two-thirds of the states will offer this program by 2006.  

Teachers everywhere laud this program.  Surveys of students and teachers indicate that the program builds confidence, discipline and focus.  There is ample evidence that the student-archers are carrying the benefits of this program into the classrooms.  Attendance on the days that this class is offered is high.  By every measure, school archery has been well received.  

Over the years, I’ve placed little stock in Kentucky’s public education.  I’ve put so little stock in it that my wife and I have made the sacrifice to send our kids to private school.  The Archery Program has caused my opinion of this system to change some.  The common-sense attributes taught in this course have real world application.  This is not about giving kids a sense of self-esteem.  They develop real self-esteem by learning to be successful through applying themselves and paying attention to those teaching them.  In most instances, kids who enroll in this program have never shot a bow.  In a short period of time, they become proficient with a sophisticated piece of marksmanship equipment.  They learn how to use it safely and efficiently.  That’s true self-esteem.  It’s the confidence that one can begin a task and finish it successfully.  This archery project teaches that in a way that so many other classroom endeavors never will.  It is a stroke of genius.

I’ve lavished praise on the KDFWR in these pages many times.  I’ve done so because I believe they deserve it. For a department that asks State government for nothing and provides so many opportunities for wholesome education and recreation on a tiny budget is a hundred and eighty degrees out of phase with most bureaucracies.  Unlike much of the government, they understand their mission and do their level best to carry it out.  The newly elected State administration campaigned on changing the way Government does business.  If they’re serious about changing the culture of State government, they should do a very quick study of the KDFWR and begin implementing this institutional ethos and sense of mission into places like the Transportation Cabinet as quickly as possible.  Tom Bennett and his team know what they’re doing.  Heck, they’ve been smart enough to educate the educators.  Now, if they could get the Transportation Cabinet to paint the Kennedy Bridge with the same quiet efficiency with which they build a lake or boat ramp, there would be no rust in sight.

Terry Sullivan, Editor Emeritus

Fisherman’s Tips: Hot Waters for 2004! Want to know the hotspots for the upcoming fishing season? Well, the folks at the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources say fishing for the following quarry will be rated “excellent” at the following waters: Crappie: Rough River Lake; Bass: Cedar Creek Lake; Trout: Cumberland River Tailwaters; Hybrid Stripers: Rough River Lake; Stripers: Lake Cumberland.

              
The ‘Creeker Gazette is the official publication of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  The republishing rights to all materials contained herein are reserved but may be used with prior written consent of the Editor.
The information and/or opinions expressed in this newsletter are strictly those of each author. They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, directors or members of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  

You may reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications at P.O. Box 22592, Louisville, Kentucky 40222, or by emailing us at, Dsesit1@msn.com. We would enjoy hearing from you.
                                                                   [image: image16.png]



                                                                                      Home of the world-famous Catfish Derby ©

February Meeting


7:30 p.m., Wednesday, the 18th


Creasey-Mahan Nature Center
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