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HARRODS CREEK 

FIELD & STREAM CLUB

BUILDS BLUEBIRD HOUSES FOR SALATO CENTER
Building Bluebird Boxes: HCFS club members participated in the annual building of the club’s bluebird boxes for the Salato Center. As in past years, David O’ Neil was gracious enough to allow us to use his workshop and equipment to build the bluebird boxes. On Sunday, March 7th, about ten club members built approximately 70 bluebird boxes for donation to the Salato Center. As always, this was a lot of fun and allowed the guys a chance to exchange hunting and fishing jokes and just generally have some fun with their ‘Creeker brethren. We will be adding pictures to our web site (once it is up and running) of everyone building the 70 boxes for the Salato Center. Thanks to all who made this possible by contributing various materials, tools, time and effort. Hope to see everyone there next year!
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During a few recent conversations with some friends, we were discussing the literal “value” of the hunting and fishing opportunities in Kentucky compared to the other surrounding states. So, the hard working staff of seasoned reporters at the ‘Creeker Gazette decided to do a little investigative work to find out exactly what these surrounding states (seven in total: Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, Ohio, West Virginia, Virginia and Tennessee) charged for their basic annual hunting and fishing licenses.

Annual fishing licenses for in-state residents ranges from $11.00 (West Virginia) to $21.00 (Tennessee). Kentucky charges $15.00 which ranks it at number 6 out of all eight states. But $15.00 is just $15.00. So, a whole year’s fishing for $15.00 is still a great deal. Non-residents license fees range from $24.50 (Illinois) to a high of $40.00 (West Virginia). Kentucky comes in ranking 5th at $35.00. Of course, the real benefit associated with a fishing license is exactly what variety and potential good luck a fisherman may have by obtaining a particular state’s license. In such a case, Kentucky easily holds its own with its surrounding neighbors. Because of the diversity of opportunities: the Ohio River (catfishing), Cumberland River & Lake (Trout & Striper), and Rough River Lake (stripers & crappie) as examples, Kentucky can be proud of the “value” one gets buying an annual fishing license.

And, of course, most folks are well aware of the “value” provided by a Kentucky hunting license. In reviewing the actual fees for annual resident licenses, the amounts range from $7.50 (Illinois) to $21.00 (Tennessee). Kentucky charges $15.00 ranking it 5th. Again, the same logic works here as it does for Kentucky’s fishing opportunities. The true value is in the variety of hunting opportunities that the license offers. Due to excellent wildlife management efforts by the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources over the many past years, hunters have excellent availability of multiple quarries of turkey, deer, quail, various species of ducks, squirrels, etc. Annual non-residents license fees range from a minimum of $50.75 (Illinois) to $156.00 (Tennessee). Kentucky charges $115.00. That places it again 5th on the list for all eight states, not too bad either when half the surrounding states charge more for this privilege.

All in all, Kentucky falls in about mid-range as far as licenses fees…both for in-state and non-resident license fees. Not a bad deal considering the variety and wealth of all the fishing and hunting opportunities for our state, which is where this writer believes the actual value of your money, time and effort are truly maximized. So, you usually don’t have to travel further than just a few hours at the most to enjoy the bounty that the Bluegrass State provides. For our readers’ convenience, a chart summarizing the above information is provided below as a quick reference.

	
	Resident

Fishing Fees*
	Non Resident Fishing Fees*
	Resident Hunting Fees*
	Non Resident Hunting Fees*

	Kentucky
	$15.00 (6) 
	$35.00 (5)
	$15.00 (5)
	$115.00 (5)

	Illinois
	$13.00 (4)
	$24.50 (1)
	$7.50 (1)
	$50.75 (1)

	Indiana
	$14.25 (5) 
	$24.75 (2) 
	$14.25 (4)
	$114.75 (4)

	Missouri
	$12.00 (2)
	$35.00 (6)
	$17.00 (6)
	$145.00 (7)

	Ohio
	$19.00 (7)
	$40.00 (7)
	$19.00 (7) 
	$125.00 (6)

	Tennessee
	$21.00 (8) 
	$26.00 (3) 
	$21.00 (8)
	$156.00 (8)

	Virginia
	$12.50 (3)
	$30.50 (4)
	$12.00 (3)
	$80.00 (2)

	West Virginia
	$11.00 (1)
	$40.00 (8)
	$11.00 (2)
	$100.00 (3)


              * Rankings (from least to most expensive) are noted in parenthesis ( x ).

Sportsmen’s’ Web Sites

Check out this month’s recommended (“Kentuckiana”) sportsmens’ web sites:

1) www.kentuckytrout.com
2) www.raghorn.com (Hoosier Fishing & Hunting opportunities)

3) www.indianaoutfitters.com (Patoka Lake Info)

$ Final Reminder---Dues $
This is the FINAL REMINDER that dues are, well, due. Dues are $35.00 and a Membership Renewal form was included with January’s newsletter. If you need another, please contact Dan Sesit. Please try to get your dues in by the end of this month---it will be greatly appreciated!
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Crappie Trip---March 26th-28th at Rough River Lake

We have scheduled a weekend Crappie trip for Rough River on the weekend of March 26th-28th. It will be held at the Sullivan Compound. Currently, there are some potential concerns regarding the water level at Rough, but we’ll be keeping an eye on that level the closer we get to the 4th weekend this month. For further details and status of the trip, you may contact our host, Terry Sullivan, at (502) 558-5464 or by email at daking101@hotmail.com

From the Editor’s Desk…

“ KNOTS… 

OR 

HOW I TIED ONE ON AND STILL KNEW HOW FAST I WAS GOING!”
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O.k., this is for all you boat owners out there (or future captain of the high seas). Ever wonder where the navigational term “knots” came from? I’ll admit my ignorance even though I’m a boat owner and have long enjoyed being out on the water…either fresh or of the briny nature. On a recent Discovery Channel program on “the history of navigation,” the term was discussed and defined. So, I thought and wondered (not unlike the brave kid in school) that if I was wondering about this that surely there must be others that are curious as well but nonetheless would prefer not to profess their lack of knowledge before the entire class…call me a glutton for punishment. So, here’s the scoop. 

Between 1500 and 1600, the “chip-log” was invented. The chip-log was used to determine a ship’s speed…a modern day speedometer, if you will. Essentially, it was comprised of a lightweight line that was “knotted” with fabric, rope or some other durable material at regular intervals (believed to be approximately 28 feet by today’s standards). The actual chip log was a piece of weighted material, usually a hand-sized piece of wood shaped somewhat similarly to a large, palm-sized seashell, tied to the end of the weighted line. The entire apparatus would be thrown overboard and the captain or pilot would “count” the number of knots that went through his hand during a certain period of time. Previously, by utilizing the knowledge of the placement of the sun and stars, a captain or pilot could determine the starting and ending latitude. Now for the first time, using the “knots” system for measuring speed, the captain or pilot could determine the distance that had been traveled in estimating the boat’s east or west position.

Nowadays, the most sophisticated guidance systems all depend on GPS triangulation. Isn’t it kind of amazing that after 500 years and all of our technological advances, captains still depend on information coming directly from instruments using the skies and waters to help them guide their vessels and crews to their next port-of-call?

Dan Sesit

TURKEY SEASON OPENS APRIL 15TH
Turkey season opens April 15th and runs through May 5th, 2004. For more details on this season’s hunting requirements, restrictions, etc., go to the KDFWR web site or pick up the hunting regulations at your local sportsmens’ store.

NO APRIL GENERAL MEETING
There will be no general meeting for April because of the opening of turkey season on the 15th. Please make a note of this on your April calendars.

KNOB CREEK GUN SHOOT---APRIL 2nd -4th
Knob Creek will have their semi-annual machine gun shoot on April 2nd through the 4th. Knob Creek is located in West Point, Kentucky approximately one mile off of Dixie Highway on Highway 44. Their actual address is: 690 Ritchey Lane, West Point, KY. 40177.  Knob Creek’s phone number is (502) 922-4457. General admission for Adults is $10.00 a day or $22.00 for all three days. For children under age 15, the admission is $4.00 a day or $10.00 for all three days. Machine gun and flamethrower rentals are available Friday, Saturday and Sunday. Open shooting is allowed on the lower range. The price is $10 per person for a single relay of 90 minutes. Individuals should report to the range early for squading. The shooting of tracers will be allowed weather permitting. The Subgun Jungle Walk is Friday and Saturday only on the lower range. Information packets for the Assault Rifle Match, Old Military Bolt Action Rifle Match, KCR Open Subgun Match, KPDL Practical Pistol Match & KCR Shotgun, Pistol, Subgun Match are available from Knob Creek web site at: www.machinegunshoot.com. Hearing and eye protection are strongly recommended and available.

CRAPPIE USA COMES TO POTAKA LAKE---APRIL 10TH
Crappie USA is returning to Patoka Lake for a tournament on April 10th. There will be a 10-fish limit of crappie. A pre-tournament seminar will be held on Friday evening, April 9th at the Holiday Inn Convention Center, Highway 231 South in Jasper, Indiana. A national sponsor field test product drawing will be held at 7:00 p.m. that evening. Tournament weigh-in will be at 3 p.m. on Saturday, April 10th, at the Hoosier Hills Marina, which is located at the Lick Fork Boat Ramp just off of highway 545. Participants can enter online at www.crappieusa.com. Entry fees are $75.00 per team and you must be a member of the American Crappie Association ($20) which includes a gift pack and subscription to the Crappie Journal magazine.

              
The ‘Creeker Gazette is the official publication of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  The republishing rights to all materials contained herein are reserved but may be used with prior written consent of the Editor.
The information and/or opinions expressed in this newsletter are strictly those of each author. They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, directors or members of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  

You may reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications at P.O. Box 22592, Louisville, Kentucky 40222, or by emailing us at, Dsesit1@msn.com. We would enjoy hearing from you.
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                                                                                      Home of the world-famous Catfish Derby ©
March Meeting


7:30 p.m., Wednesday, the 17th


Creasey-Mahan Nature Center















