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HCFS’s Family Fishing Day will be held on Saturday, May 22nd from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at David O’Neil’s property at 2109 Johnson Road. This is a great opportunity to bring out the entire family to enjoy a casual few hours of fishing. The main focus is to make sure that the kids have a great time "wetting a line." The last several years have been a really enjoyable time for both kids and adults. Two years ago, Elizabeth Sullivan pulled a 5lbs+ bass out of the "bluegill" pond after catching a small bluegill and unintentionally using it as bait for the large monster, so anything is possible! So, come out, bring the kids and their friends and enjoy the fun!!!

******************************News Flash************************

Louisville has landed the 2008 NRA convention. The convention will be held sometime in May 2008. The last NRA convention, which was held in Philadelphia, drew 60,000 people. Helping the NRA to make their decision was the new growth in Louisville dedicated toward conventioneers, including the new Marriott Hotel being built, The Frazier Arms Museum and the 4th Street Live. More details to come.

******************************News Flash************************
[image: image2.png]



Friends of the NRA Annual Dinner Meeting
There will be a dinner to benefit The Friends of the NRA on May 22nd in Shepherdsville, Kentucky. For more info call 502-833-4852 or 270-312-5302.
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Congrats to HCFS’s 2004 Great Turkey Hunters
Big congratulations go out to those guys that took down the elusive feathered longbeard beasts of the spring woods. Successful turkey hunters this year include: Alex Lea and his son Matthew, John White, Jack and Kevin Foote and Bennie McDonald. Special notices to Matthew Lea who took down a personal best of a 26-pound gobbler, with a double 12” beard & 11/4” spurs.  And his father, Alex, who recently made headway toward the elusive Grand Slam of Turkey hunting by bagging his first Rio Grande while on a trip to Texas with his turkey hunting buddy Hugh Adamson. Also, Hugh’s daughter’s son, Bryan, shot his first turkey while sitting next to his dad David, Hugh’s son-in-law. Way to go guys!
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CATFISH DERBY---JUNE 18TH-20TH
Yes…it is that time again…the Annual HCFS Catfish Derby will be held on June 18th, 19th and 20th (Friday, Saturday and Sunday). The details will be coming out in the June edition of the ‘Creeker Gazette, but fishing will begin at the Westport, Kentucky Hollowed Grounds at 12:00 noon on Friday and end on Sunday, at 12:00 noon. The times for the clean-up of the Hollowed Grounds, to be done prior to the Derby, will be announced by email or can be known by calling Kent Cooper at (502) 592-7636 after our June Board meeting on June 1st. Of course, all is dependent upon the river conditions, so we will keep everyone posted if there is any delay due to a rising (or descending) Ohio River.

REMINDER---Frazier Historical Arms Museum to Open May 22, 2004
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Highlights of the Frazier Arms Museum include:

• A priceless collection of arms, armor and related historical artifacts spanning 1,000 years, housed in a 100,000 square feet, state-of-the-art museum in downtown Louisville 
• Three floors of exhibits; two re-enactment areas, including a 120 seat auditorium; audio-visual, multi-media and interactive displays and facilities throughout, including a 48-seat movie theater 
  
• Costumed interpreters, and a tournament ring with live demonstrations highlighting the use of arms and armor 
  
• Educational, cultural and entertainment activities at the Museum throughout the day, and at night 
  
• First floor Gallery and Hall, and fifth floor Roof Garden with beautiful views of the Ohio River available for private use, including catered events 
  
• Museum gift shop and cafe´
The long-awaited firearms museum is new to Louisville and is located in downtown Louisville at 829 West Main Street. The Museum will be open all year, Monday through Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Sunday’s from Noon to 5:00 p.m. (please note that last admission will be at 4:00 p.m.). Admission costs are $9 for adults, $6 for children under 14 and for seniors; all children under 5 are free. The museum may be contacted at (502) 412-2280 or toll-free at (866) 886-7103. 

League of Kentucky Sportsmen Annual Meeting---June 11th, 12th & 13th---Lexington, Kentucky

The annual meeting for the League of Kentucky Sportsmen will be held on Friday, June 11th, Saturday, June 12th and Sunday, June 13th at The Campbell House, 1375 Harrodsburg Road (800-354-9235). Or you can also go to their web site at: www.thecampbellhouse.net. Rooms are $65.00. Please also see the LKS web site for additional details if you plan on attending. The Harrod’s Creek Field & Stream Club will be sending Terry Sullivan and Alex Lea as our club’s representatives to the meeting. The Resolutions for this year’s meeting will be discussed at the June Board meeting held at the Knights of Columbus on River Road, June 1st at 7:00. As always, all club members are welcomed to join the monthly meeting.
Sportsmen’s’ Web Sites

Since Bluegills are nesting this month, check out this month’s recommended sportsmens’ “Bluegill” web sites:

1) www.perchfarm.com/fishfacts-bluegills
2) www.onthelake.net/fishing/articles/filletingbluegills
3) user.txcyber.com/~wildmo/BetterBluegillFishingRobertStreeter.PDF

Wild Game Cookoff---July 10th
This year’s Wild Game Cookoff will be held at the Hunters Worlds Parking Lot, 4754 Bardstown Road, Louisville, Kentucky from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Entry fees are: $8.00 to eat and be a judge, children under 5 or with a hunter education card get in free, otherwise $1.00. Judging begins at 12:00 noon. The HCFS team includes Terry Sullivan, Jack Foote and Dan Sesit…great gourmet is anticipated from the Team HCFS! For further details, contact Kent Cooper at (502) 592-7636. If you have ever wanted to try a vast selection of well-prepared game, fish or fowl (or even other things found in the wild) this is a don’t miss event!!!

Review:

The Kick Tail Fishing Lure
Well, we’re getting ready to heat up (literally and figuratively) the fishing season. And so, it is time to do those last checks on all your fishing equipment, making sure everything is in proper working order…reels oiled? check…old line replaced?…check…lures all in good condition, got all you need? Hmmm…

That got our HCFS staff of reporters thinking. Have we’ve got all the lures that we need, want or got to have to be successful this season. If you are a true fisherman, that answer is always a loud and defiant “NO, of course not.” The reasoning? Well, if you don’t have a bunch of trophies hanging on your wall from last season’s catches…then it only makes sense that your “last year’s lures” just didn’t cut it. Oh, sure, “some” of them caught “some” fish. But, did you find that one lure that brought home the consistent promise of big trophy fish and lots of them? No? Well, what’s wrong with you? Don’t you want to be happy? You don’t want to just waste your time while out on the water do you? Of course not!

So, we are here to help and that is why your Editor and HCFS staff went in search of the ultimate lure. The “MacDaddy” of lures. That one lure that brings home the bacon. That one lure that when you bring it out, all your fishing buddies say, “Hey, what the heck is that thang?” Well, we went on a quest, of sorts. We decided to check into the most recent version of the MacDaddy, the bringin’ home the bacon lure, that “thang” that your buddies might ask about as THE catching machine. Are you catching the theme yet?

It turns out that your Editor-de-Apprentice and staff ran into the Kick Tail® fishing lure (made by NGSPORTS, Inc., go to www.ngcsports.com) recently advertised in the Louisville Courier-Journal (as well as other numerous publications). So, we got the HCFS staff of Editors-in-de-Training to investigate the Kick Tail®. Now it should be understood that the Creeker Gazette operates on a budget tighter than a duck’s behind in the water, so we had to rely on some outside sources for our information (o.k., we sat on our butts while drinking an adult beverage and surfed the Internet), and of course, we used a little good ol’ common sense.

The upshot of the typical quarter page Kick Tail® advertisement states that the lure “out-fishes other bait 19 to 4 in one contest” and increases one’s “catch rate to almost 3 to 1.” You get all this for just $25.90 for two lures. Or, you can get the “Super 10-pack” for just $85.90. The advertisement spends a good amount of time selling the sizzle by quoting several named and unnamed experts in support of these results and other features of the Kick Tail®. That makes for some great advertising, but we here at the HCFS Gazette are a results oriented kind of a group.

So, our staff of investigators was able to find one group that actually tested the claims behind the Kick Tail®. In a 2001 study, several competitive fishermen were asked to participate in the testing. The guys admitted that the lure moved like a real fish because of its patented segmented body creating a realistic swimming motion when worked. Unfortunately, their results showed little advantage over the much-used plastic worm even though all the participants thought the lures were as good as anything else out on the market. But apparently, this particular test’s results did not support the company’s own findings. One local fisherman experienced essentially the same results with his Kick Tail ® as did the independent test group.

But perhaps the best advice came from one local experienced fisherman who had used the lure, he said, “There are no secret lures -- only knowledgeable fishermen (or not) who understand fish and know what tools to apply when and where. The real secret to fishing is understanding not magic lures.” Well, said! So, “the proof is in the puddin’” as my late grandfather use to say. Besides, the lures you likely want are probably what those guys on the Saturday morning TV shows use to catch all those fish since they do it for a living. When we start seeing those guys holding up certain lures, maybe that’s when we should open our wallets. Happy hunting!!!

Dan Sesit, Editor

              

The ‘Creeker Gazette is the official publication of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  The republishing rights to all materials contained herein are reserved but may be used with prior written consent of the Editor.
The information and/or opinions expressed in this newsletter are strictly those of each author. They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, directors or members of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  

You may reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications at P.O. Box 22592, Louisville, Kentucky 40222, or by emailing us at, Dsesit1@msn.com. We would enjoy hearing from you.
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                                                                                      Home of the world-famous Catfish Derby ©
May Meeting


7:30 p.m., Wednesday, the 19th


Creasey-Mahan Nature Center


















