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Monthly Meetings Changed

After careful consideration and input from various club members, the HCFS Board of Directors has decided to discontinue regular monthly meetings in favor of the more popularly attended Board meetings (must be the free Hooters’ wings and cold beer…o.k., just kidding). Actually, the Board made the change in order to make attendance more accommodating to the majority of members and yet still provide an opportunity to conduct Club business. The Knights of Columbus has generously allowed us meet at their facilities for many years. Its close location and “gratis” meeting fees should allow the Club to operate just as effectively as before but without creating additional demands on members’ personal time and the club’s commitments…basically it gives us all more time to be out in the field or on the waters. Of course, and as always, the Board meetings are ALWAYS OPEN TO ALL MEMBERS! The Board and the Club officers strongly encourage all members to attend. Not only is club business addressed at these meetings, but “tall” stories of the field & stream are often told. And, occasionally, a hunting joke or two may get told (the punch line to the best last joke told was, “the Bear said: ‘You really don’t come here for the hunting, do you?’” That one got the whole table going…just ask any Board member). Anyway, the Board meetings are held on the FIRST TUESDAY of every month, at 7:00 p.m. at the Knights of Columbus on River Road. As always, we will continue to have our regular Christmas Party at the North Oldham Lions Club as in years past. And, if need be, we can always make arrangements for a special monthly meeting. We look forward to seeing you all at the Board meeting in September.

Senate passes bill protecting gunmakers
In late July, the Senate passed a bill protecting gun manufacturers, dealers and importers from lawsuits that can be brought by gun crime victims.  Without the Bill’s protection, gun manufacturers would have been put at financial risk defending what surely would have been an onslaught of lawsuits. The Bill represents the country’s continuing trend toward the doctrine of “personal responsibility.” The vote was 65 to 31. Both, Senator Bunning and Senator McConnell of Kentucky, voted in favor of the Bill. Democrats had attempted to add several provisional amendments that would exempt certain individuals and/or groups from the bill provisions, but, those were defeated. However, a Democratic provision was allowed that provides that each handgun sold include a separate safety device (unless purchased by a government officials, i.e. police, etc.) Thus far, Thirty-three states have passed legislation banning such lawsuits as the Bill protects against, according to the National Rifle Association. The House passed a similar bill in 2003.
2005-06---Upcoming Kentucky Hunting Seasons

Deer--- Archery--- Statewide--- Sept. 3, 2005 – Jan. 16, 2006
Turkey--- Fall (archery)----------- Sept. 3, 2005 – Jan. 16, 2006

Squirrel---Fall------------------------- Aug. 20 – Nov. 11, 2005
QU Dove Shoot Warm-Up---Saturday, August 27, 2005

The Commonwealth Chapter of Quail Unlimited will be holding a Dove Shoot Warm-Up at the Jefferson Gun Club, Brooks, Kentucky, on Saturday, August 27th. The shooting times will be from 10:00 to 1:30 p.m. Trap, Skeet, Sporting Clays, Tower and The Bear will be open. Jefferson Gun Club prices apply to all shooting events. Pre-registration is not required for shooting events. Prizes will be awarded to the top three shooters for the Tower shoot (25 shots). One score per shooter used to qualify for prizes. Free lunch and drinks (hotdogs, brats, corn on the cob and watermelon) will be served from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. (preregistration required for food and drinks). For registration and additional information, please contact: Chuck Juengling at (502) 267-5625 by August 20th (leave message and # of persons attending).

Waterfowl Hunting Season Proposed: Liberal Season for All Flyways

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service---News Release---July 29, 2005

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is proposing hunting regulations for the upcoming 2005-2006 waterfowl season similar to those set last year with a few exceptions. The proposal again contains restrictions on harvest of canvasbacks because of continuing concerns about population status as well as a reduction of one scaup in the daily bag limit per flyway.  Given the increase in pintail numbers this year, the season for pintail has been restored to a one bird-per-day bag limit all season for the Atlantic, Mississippi and Pacific Flyways.  

Under the Service's late-season frameworks proposal, hunting season lengths will be 60 days in both the Atlantic and Mississippi Flyways, 74 days in the Central Flyway, and 107 days in the Pacific Flyway.

"Overall, the habitat and populations of key waterfowl species are sufficient to justify the hunting opportunity these regulations afford," said Acting Service Director Matt Hogan. "All flyway councils joined the Service in supporting these regulations."

Estimates of canvasback numbers were similar to last year and the Service will continue last year's restriction. Seasons for canvasbacks will be 60 days in the Pacific Flyway, 39 days in the Central Flyway, and 30 days in the Atlantic and Mississippi Flyways.

As the breeding population for pintail is up, last year's shortened season for pintail has been replaced with a one-duck bag limit for the entire season in three flyways.  At the request of the Central Flyway, states will be offered a 39-day pintail and canvasback season to complete a 3-year evaluation of this option for reducing harvest pressure on these species.

The scaup population estimate has experienced a significant long-term decline and this year's estimate is the lowest on record.  The Service is proposing to reduce the daily bag limit by one bird in all flyways.   The Service and Flyways may need to consider additional restrictions in the future if these trends continue.

“Given the continued long term decline of scaup, it is important that harvest on these birds be reduced," said Hogan.  

Restrictions on the harvest of black ducks in the Atlantic and Mississippi Flyways that have been in place for a number of years will continue.

This proposal will appear in the Federal Register for public comment and on http://migratorybirds.fws.gov soon.

Highlights of the proposed late-season frameworks follow for the Mississippi Flyway states of: Alabama, Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, Tennessee, and Wisconsin

Ducks: A hunting season of not more than 60 days (30 days canvasbacks) between September 24, 2005, and January 29, 2006. The proposed daily bag limit is six and may include no more than four mallards (two hens), three mottled ducks, two scaup, two wood ducks, two redheads, one black duck, one pintail, and one canvasback. The proposed daily bag limit of mergansers is five, only one of which may be a hooded merganser.

Geese: Generally, seasons for Canada geese may be held between September 24, 2005, and January 31, 2006, and vary in length among States and areas, with daily bag limits varying from one to three. States may select seasons for light geese not to exceed 107 days with 20 geese daily between September 24, 2005, and March 10, 2006; for white-fronted geese not to exceed 72 days with a two-bird daily bag limit or 86 days with a one-bird daily bag limit between September 24, 2005, and February 12, 2006; and for brant not to exceed 70 days with a two-bird daily bag limit or 107 days with a one- bird daily bag limit between September 24, 2005, and January 31, 2006. There is no possession limit for light geese. 

Early Dry Conditions Improving in Key Duck Nesting Areas; 2005 Waterfowl Population Survey Complete

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service---News Release---July 29, 2005

Migrating ducks returning to important nesting areas in the north-central United States and southern Canadian prairies early this spring were greeted by dry conditions, according to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's annual waterfowl survey.

However, the U.S. and Canadian prairies received substantial rain in late May and during the entire month of June that recharged wetlands and encouraged growth of vegetation. While this improved habitat quality on the prairies, it probably came too late to benefit early-nesting species or waterfowl from breeding farther north.   

"We are certainly excited about the amount of rain that fell on the prairies and parklands since late May," said Acting Service Director Matt Hogan.  "We don't know what impact it will have on production but likely the rains benefited late nesting and re-nesting efforts.  It does bode well for maintaining nesting water this year and perhaps better habitat conditions next spring."  

The Waterfowl Breeding Population and Habitat Survey, which is 50 years old this year, is the largest and most comprehensive survey of its kind in the world.  The survey samples 2.2 million square miles across the north central and northeastern United States, Canada and Alaska. Pilot-biologists who fly the survey estimate the number of ducks in the continent's most important nesting grounds, commonly referred to as the traditional survey area. Many State and Canadian partners help collect the data.

In the traditional survey area of western Canada, Alaska and the north central United States, the total duck population estimate (excluding scoters, eiders, long-tailed ducks, mergansers and wood ducks) is 31.7 million birds.  This estimate is not statistically different from last year's estimate of nearly 32.2 million birds.  It is 5 percent below the 1955-2004 average. 

· Mallard abundance was 6.8 million birds, which is 9 percent below last year's estimate of 7.4 million birds and 10 percent below the long-term average. 

· Blue-winged teal were estimated at 4.6 million birds.  This value was similar to last year's estimate of 4.1 million birds and the long-term average.

· Among other duck species, northern pintail, at 2.6 million, and northern shovelers, at 3.6 million, were significantly above 2004 estimates, while the estimate for the gadwall, 2.2 million, was below the 2004 survey results.  Scaup abundance, at 3.4 million, was the lowest ever recorded on the survey.  Biologists are studying the reasons for the decline.

· In comparison with long-term averages, the 2005 estimates were higher for gadwall -- up 30 percent, northern shoveler -- up 67 percent, and green-winged teal at 2.2 million -- up 16 percent.  The 2005 estimates as compared to the long-term average were lower for northern pintail -- down 38 percent, American wigeon at 2.2 million -- down 15 percent, and scaup down 35 percent.  Estimates for the redhead, at 592,000, and canvasback, at 521,000, were similar to their long-term averages.  

Across traditional duck nesting areas of western Canada and the north-central United States, total pond numbers were 37 percent higher than last year.  This increase is primarily the result of changes in Canada, where pond numbers increased 56 percent to 3.9 million ponds.  In the north central United States, nearly 1.5 million ponds were observed, similar to last year's estimate.  

Nesting habitat was particularly poor in South Dakota because below average precipitation allowed tilling and grazing of wetland margins. Birds may have flown over the State for wetter conditions to the north. 

 

Water levels and upland nesting cover were better in North Dakota and eastern Montana, and wetland conditions in these regions improved markedly during June with the onset of well-above average precipitation. The prairies of southern Alberta and southwestern Saskatchewan were quite dry in early May. 

 

The Canadian Parklands fared much better this year, due to a combination of several years of improving nesting cover and above-normal precipitation last fall and winter. These areas were in good-to-excellent condition at the time of the survey. and conditions have remained good through early summer. Record high levels of rain flooded portions of lower elevation prairie areas of central Manitoba during April, producing fair or poor nesting conditions for breeding waterfowl in some areas. Portions of northern Manitoba and northern Saskatchewan also experienced flooding, resulting in only fair conditions for breeding waterfowl. 

 

Most of the Northwest Territories were in good condition due to adequate water and a timely spring thaw that made habitat available to early-nesting species. However, dry conditions in eastern parts of the Northwest Territories and northeastern Alberta resulted in low water levels in lakes and ponds and the complete drying of some wetlands. Habitat was classified as fair in these areas.  

Annual survey results help guide the Service in managing its waterfowl conservation programs under the 1918 Migratory Bird Treaty Act. The Service works in partnership with State representatives from the four flyways - the Atlantic, Mississippi, Central and Pacific - to establish regulatory frameworks for waterfowl hunting season lengths, dates and bag limits.

Alaska was in mostly excellent condition, with an early spring and good water, except for a few flooded river areas and the North Slope, where spring was late.

In the eastern United States and Canada, habitat conditions were good due to adequate water and relatively mild spring temperatures. The exceptions were the coast of Maine and the Maritimes, where May temperatures were cool and some flooding occurred along the coast and major rivers. Also, below-normal precipitation left some habitats in fair to poor condition in southern Ontario at the time of the survey. However, precipitation in this region following survey completion improved habitat conditions.

 

In eastern North America, the Service and Canadian Wildlife Service are developing new methods of integrating data from multiple surveys.  As a result, estimates for the eastern survey area are not directly comparable to those reported in previous years.  In the eastern survey area, the American black duck population estimate was 827 thousand birds, a decrease of 24 percent from last year's estimate of 1.1 million but similar to the 1999-2004 average. The estimate for the mallard, at 412 thousand birds, declined 36 percent from 2004, but was similar to the 1999-2004 average.

 

To see the full results of the survey, which includes graphs and maps, please see http://migratorybirds.fws.gov/reports/reports.html.  To see how the survey is conducted and learn about the Survey's 50th anniversary, please see http://www.fws.gov/waterfowlsurveys/.

2005 Duck Stamp Released---July 2005
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What are Duck Stamps?

Federal Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamps, commonly known as “Ducks Stamps,” are pictorial stamps produced by the U.S. Postal Service for the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. They are not valid for postage. Originally created in 1934 as the federal licenses required for hunting migratory waterfowl, Federal Duck Stamps have a much larger purpose today.

Federal Duck Stamps are a vital tool for wetland conservation. Ninety-eight cents out of every dollar generated by the sales of Federal Duck Stamps goes directly to purchase or lease wetland habitat for protection in the National Wildlife Refuge System. Understandably, the Federal Duck Stamp Program has been called one of the most successful conservation programs ever initiated and is a highly effective way to conserve America’s natural resources.

Besides serving as a hunting license and a conservation tool, a current year’s Federal Duck Stamp also serves as an entrance pass for National Wildlife Refuges where admission is normally charged. Duck Stamps and the products that bear duck stamp images are also popular collector items.

In 1989, the first Junior Duck Stamps were produced. Junior Duck Stamps are now the capstone of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service’s Junior Duck Stamp environmental education program, teaching students across the nation “conservation through the arts.” Revenue generated by the sales of Junior Duck Stamps funds environmental education programs in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and 2 territories (American Samoa and the Virgin Islands).

Today, many states also issue their own versions of duck stamps. In some states, the stamps are purely a collector’s item, but in others, the stamps have a similar role in hunting and conservation as federal duck stamps. 

For information regarding the authorizing legislation behind Duck Stamps, please see the "stamp law" page.

Download the brochure, The Federal Duck Stamp Story, for a brief history of both Federal and Junior Duck Stamps. Note: this is a PDF document. You will need to download the free Adobe Acrobat Reader software to view this document.
How do Duck Stamps benefit wildlife?

Since 1934, the sales of Federal Duck Stamps have generated more than $670 million, which has been used to help purchase or lease over 5.2 million acres of waterfowl habitat in the U.S. These lands are now protected in the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service’s National Wildlife Refuge System.

Waterfowl are not the only wildlife to benefit from the sale of Federal Duck Stamps. Numerous other bird, mammal, fish, reptile, and amphibian species that rely on wetland habitats have prospered. Further, an estimated one-third of the Nation's endangered and threatened species find food or shelter in refuges established using Federal Duck Stamp funds. 

People, too, have benefited from the Federal Duck Stamp Program. Hunters have places to enjoy their hunting heritage and other outdoor enthusiasts have places to hike, watch birds, and visit. Moreover, the protected wetlands help purify water supplies, store flood water, reduce soil erosion and sedimentation, and provide spawning areas for fish important to sport and commercial fishermen. [Courtesy of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service]
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The ‘Creeker Gazette is the official publication of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  The republishing rights to all materials contained herein are reserved but may be used with prior written consent of the Editor.
The information and/or opinions expressed in this newsletter are strictly those of each author. They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, directors or members of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  

You may reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications at P.O. Box 22592, Louisville, Kentucky 40222, or by emailing us at, Dsesit1@wcrtc.net.

We would enjoy hearing from you.
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                                                                                      Home of the world-famous Catfish Derby ©

*****Monthly Meeting*****





Please see first article below for future meeting information.





















