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Bluebird Box Building---Update
Due to some pre-construction garage work, David O'Neil's place won't be available to us this year for the construction of bluebird boxes. So, we’ll just be scrubbing the effort for this year and 

give everyone the time off. 



February Meeting---Bluegrass Indoor Range
The HCFS February Monthly meeting was held at the Bluegrass Indoor Range. The attending members had a great time peppering their selected targets with various assortments of hot lead. The member with the really hot hand seemed to be Jack Foote who managed to give one of his “bad guy” silhouettes a really nasty headache based on his shot placement. Seems Doc Jack’s skills not only include dentistry and Chili cookin,’ but being a master range shooter as well! Good job, Jack! Everyone enjoyed the range fun and we hope to have another meeting later in the year to do the same…so watch your calendars!!!

MEMBESHIP RENEWAL
It is that time of year again. Included with this edition of the ‘Creeker Gazette is the 2005 Membership Renewal Form. Please complete and return, along with your check for $35.00, to the P.O. Box address listed on the Form. PLEASE RETURN BY NO LATER THAN MARCH 16, 2005.
LKS---3rd DISTRICT MEETING---Wednesday, February 23rd

Please note that the next 3rd District meeting will take place on Wednesday, February 23rd at the Jefferson County Sportsmen's Club.  The Meeting will begin at 6:00 P.M.  It will be Conservation Officer Appreciation Night and the HCFS will be presenting a check at the meeting for the Third District Federation Conservation Officers Fund.  Club members are strongly encouraged to attend. The Jefferson County Sportsmen's Club can be found by going to I-265 to Bardstown Road south to Waterford Road (Hwy 660), and then turning left ¼ mile to the Club. There will be a dinner provided before the meeting to show appreciation to the CO’s for all of their hard work and dedication. See you there!!! 
First Fishing Tournament of the Season

Event Name: Guist Creek/Taylorsville Lake Division
Club/Affiliation: USA Bassin Team Tournament Trail
Waterbody: Guist Creek Lake
Ramp: Guist Creek Marina
Start Date: 3/19/2005 8:00:00 AM
End Date: 3/19/2005 4:00:00 PM
Type: Open Tournament
Number of Boats: 20
Target Species: BLACK BASS
Contact Name: Justin Hires
Contact Email: Justin@usabassin.com
Contact Phone: (859) 576-7857
Contact Web Address: http://usabassin.com
A Turkey’s Revenge!!!   
So, what happens when an old Tom gets a bad attitude? Well, recently an Ohio state trooper found out. While making a regular traffic stop, a wild Tom came out of the woods to meet the trooper and began chasing him around the stopped car and then around the trooper’s car. Don’t believe it? Well, check out the pictures below. Eventually, an animal control officer came to the rescue, capturing the wild bird and then relocating him to a more secluded area. The bird has now been entered into the FBI’s federal crime computer so any additional offenses will land the bird in the Big House or is that on the Big Supper Table?
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DID YOU KNOW…

Kentucky has approximately 630,000 fishermen; and, they total about 12,135,000 days of fishing annually. The average Kentucky angler spends about 19 days fishing with total annual expenditures for the sport being about $551,378,000. This averages out to be about $875 per angler. 

And, let’s not forget about the hunters. Kentucky has about 271,000 hunters. They put in a total of about 4,538,000 days of hunting. The average hunter spends about 17 days seeking his quarry. The total outlay for all these folks runs about $384,751,000 averaging about $1,420 per hunter.

At least now you might be able to gauge where you stand in your support of the hunting and fishing sports. So, if you are running a little under the average, just explain to your loved ones that you just haven’t been doing your part to support the sports and that you’ll just have to spend more time out in the field and out on the waters supporting conservation efforts. Your loved ones wouldn’t expect anything less from someone they “truly” cared about and respected, right? And what if you have been doing more than your average? Well, you’re just a great Conservationist and should be lauded for all your hard work and effort! Either way, it turns out you are to be congratulated for being such a great sportsman. Besides, who can fault you for only wanting to do your part?

From the Editor’s Desk…
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The IGFA 

(International Game Fish Association)
On a recent business trip to Fort Lauderdale, Florida, I managed to squeeze out an extra vacation day on the trip which allowed me to visit the International Game Fish Association (the “IGFA”) Headquarters and Museum. For the visitor, the IGFA is more museum than anything else…actually a museum made in heaven for any true fisherman. And here is a surprise for you…did you know the Harrods Creek Field and Stream Club actually has some ties to the IGFA? They are not direct ties, but, well, I’ll explain shortly.

The IGFA Museum is a wonderful place. My first stop was the IMAX-type movie theater called the Orientation Theater where the history, importance and pleasure of fishing are presented in a very unique way via a 40-foot tall screen. Whether it was backcountry trout fishing, dropping a line in an old farm pond or riding out the salty seas this film covered it all. For the true angler, it makes you remember why you fish.

Hanging overhead from the ceiling of the Fishing Hall of Fame, a grand hall that is centered in the Museum’s grounds, was every type of fresh and saltwater fish you could imagine. From great white sharks, to largemouth bass, to sunfish…they were all there (See photo below).
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The IGFA’s display of salt and fresh water fish.

So many fish, so little time!

The main thrust of the displays was contained within the various demonstration galleries. They included, The Fishing Gallery, The Tackle Gallery, The Place Gallery, The Legacy Gallery and the Changing Gallery. 

One of the two most fascinating of the galleries for me was The Tackle Gallery. It contained dozens of examples of antique, as well as contemporary, fishing equipment. To see what our fishing brethren used many, many years ago to enjoy the sport of fishing was just amazing in comparison to the technology applied to our sport these days. No resin composites or computer-generated fishing equipment back then. There was no finesse involved with fishing in the way we define it these days. 

No, the equipment was hand-built, heavy, well-manufactured because the craftsmen (yes, craftsmen) knew that their very credibility would be tested through the survival of their creation. You can’t help but wonder if the same dedication goes into today’s “merchandise.” But, that is a question for another day.

The other unique Gallery was The Catch Gallery. It allows visitors to actually get interactive with cyber fish. Through the use of five interactive fishing simulators (Marlin, Sailfish, Bass, Tarpon and Trout) would-be anglers are allowed to get a feel for what it would be like to man-handle and wrestle the salt water beasts such as Sailfish or Tarpon, or experience the subtle retrieve (at least in comparison) of having a trout on the line. 

I did not participate in the interactive games, as I know the thrill of the real thing many times over. However, watching the novices and/or first-timers jump up into the simulator and break that first drop of sweat fighting off those feigned monsters of the deep was a sight to behold. You could see their eyes get big, the hearts beating through the casual dress shirts and their feet lock down to the wooden floor as if to say, “Uh, honey, would you get me my nitro pills and tell the kids to sit down…I MIGHT be a while with this one!” A slight, discernable smile would come to each person’s face. It was a subtle smile that every fisherman knows when they “hook-up.” I’m surprised that game hasn’t come on the market yet…it might be better than any home gym you could buy!!!
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Here, a visitor to The Catch Gallery 

tries to catch a cyber Tarpon
The IGFA had two other features that I enjoyed. The gift shop (hey, if you go to a place like this and don’t get something to bring back to the cold winter of the Midwest, well, you’re just not a true American). 

The other thing was their library located in the back of the Museum on the second floor overlooking the wetlands. Wow! Rows upon rows of books on every type of fishing you could imagine. It included a well stocked newspaper and magazine depository. This is what heaven’s library will no doubt look like.  And, this is where the tie into the Harrods Creek Field and Stream Club comes into play. 

One of our southern members  of the club (from Marco island, Florida), Bill Wetzel, has a family member well represented there in the IGFA’s library.  The library contains three of Bill’s father’s books (Charles M. Wetzel) on fly-fishing and fly-ties. The titles included the 1950, “American Fishing Books”; the 1945, second edition of “Practical Fly Fishing”; and lastly, the 1955 edition of “Trout Flies: Naturals and Imitations.” I have read and/or owned copies of each of these (I gave the one original I had to Bill as a thank you last year for the many years he has suffered our dumb Yankee butts sitting in his boat trying to catch sharks). 

If, and I do mean “if” you can find ANY edition of any of these books buy it for you library. At the least, they are an interesting read for you library, but more likely they will teach the foundations of the necessities for trout fishing (for which, to our luck, the Cumberland River provides a viable bounty of trout and thus any books would have a quite practical use). So, it truly is in your self-interest to buy any of Charles Wetzel’s books if you ever get the opportunity.

So, there you go, a chance business trip turned out to be a wonderful opportunity to visit a premier fishing museum. Sometimes, life just drops little treasures right in your lap…you just have to be ready to open the package and take advantage of it. Remember that the next time you are debating whether or not to go experience a new lake or stream or pond…throw the dice, what’s the worst that could happen…a day spent “trying” to catch fish? “Right, I feel your pain”!!!

Dan Sesit, Editor

              

The ‘Creeker Gazette is the official publication of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  The republishing rights to all materials contained herein are reserved but may be used with prior written consent of the Editor.
The information and/or opinions expressed in this newsletter are strictly those of each author. They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, directors or members of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  

You may reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications at P.O. Box 22592, Louisville, Kentucky 40222, or by emailing us at, Dsesit1@msn.com. We would enjoy hearing from you.
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                                                                                      Home of the world-famous Catfish Derby ©



















