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No December Gazette

It was a rather busy month for the staff at the ‘Creeker Gazette. The writing staff’s offices were moved to a more productive environment…though getting the writing staffs’ computers back online after the move caused production problems. So your Editor decided to get into the spirit of the season and gave the entire staff paid time off for the month of December. But, now we are ready to hit it hard come 2005. We here at the HCFS Home Offices hope you all have a very happy and healthful New Year!!!
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The annual HCFS Christmas Party was a resounding success. Approximately 40 people attended to enjoy the food and festivities at our traditional Christmas Party location, the North Oldham Lions Club in Prospect, Kentucky. As promised, given away were hundreds of dollars worth of “gifts.” The winner of the Grand Prize a Model 93R17-FV Bolt action rifle with Black synthetic stock and a blued heavy varmint barrel .17 HMR Ca. was Benny McDonald. Congrats, Benny! Those little critters wondering the woods better be extra sharp this year! The winner of the second Grand Prize raffle item, a hand-carved, HCFS Membership Plaque, was won by Bill Morrow. The winner of the third Grand Prize raffle item, which was a tackle box full of fish catching stuff, went to Hugh Adamson. Of course, we also held the annual Chili Cookoff. This year’s winner, who has also been a former Sous Chef at the White Castle in downtown Louisville (working the third shift naturally so he could keep his dental practice afloat), was Jack Foote. This year’s winner of the Big Buck award was Alex Lea…congratulations to Alex as well! 

LKS---3rd District meeting---January 26th
To be held on Wednesday, January 26 at the Jefferson Sportsmen's Club.  Time: 7 P.M.  It will be officer appreciation night and the HCFS will be donating a check to the fund per our annual contribution. Club members are encourage to attend.

February Meeting Info
The February Monthly Club Meeting is tentatively scheduled to be held at the Brick Works Shooting Range. We will hold a short meeting and then spend the remainder of the evening pistol shooting. Kent Cooper and Dave Brandt are looking into the arrangements and we will publish the details in the February edition of the ‘Creeker Gazette.

Bluebird Box Building
We will be building Bluebird boxes on a Sunday in late February. The exact date has yet to be determined. Details will be provided in the February edition of the ‘Creeker Gazette. 

Report on the Sportsmen’s Legislative Caucus
HCFS President, Kent Cooper, attended the first meeting of the Sportsmen's Legislative Caucus on Wednesday, January 5th. According to Kent, it was well attended by Congressmen and Senators of both parties. The primary purpose of the Caucus is to work, on a non-partisan basis, toward the common goals of protecting all those tangible and intangible things sportsmen support and participate in as well as to expand any and all possibilities of furthering hunting and fishing in the state. Examples include additional availability of land for public hunting and fishing opportunities. Kent reports that the meeting was very positive and a good first step toward the Caucus’s primary goal. The Caucus will meet again in February. Creekers had a strong showing…in addition to Kent, Alex Lea and John White were also in attendance.
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Sportsmens’ Web Sites (“Books”)

“Brrrrr…man, is it cold outside!” After weathering (excuse the pun please) the past few weeks of record snows (your friendly ‘Creeker editor had 30” sitting on his driveway at one point) and then record flooding, the reduced weather-weary staff here at the Gazette decided to let Mother Nature win, wave the white flag and acquiesce to the mighty force at her command. So, we’ve listed some great books, instead of web sites, that every sportsman can sit back with on these long, cold winter nights and relax and read. Happy reading:

1) All books by Florida Sportsman’s magazine’s editor, Vic Dunaway, including: "Complete book of Baits, Rigs & Tackle," "From Hook to Table," "Sport Fish of Fresh Water" (and for you lucky enough to travel to Florida occasionally) "Sport Fish of Florida" (or "of the Gulf of Mexico"). (Editor’s note: Editor has all these and they are great additions to your library, well worth the money). About $12.00.

2) "Illustrated Encyclopedia of Knots" by Geoffrey Budworth, about $25.00, this is a full-color guide to knots for home, camp, & the outdoors. Easy to follow, step-by-step diagrams & instructions for 80+ knots. 280 illus; 80 photos; 9x11 inches, 160 pgs Color illustrations and photographs guide the reader through the stages of tying each knot correctly and safely. Included are knots for sailing, fishing, climbing, crafts, and a host of other pursuits. Along with the description of how to tie each knot is a detailed history of the knot and an explanation of its practical and decorative uses.


3) "Turkey Hunting Secrets---The Serious Turkey Hunter's Guide to Advanced Gun Hunting Tactics & Bow Hunting Success" by Roger Raisch with contributions by Dr. Terry Little, 240 pages, soft cover, Fully illustrated with over 100 Photos and Illustrations, includes construction blueprints for the Pro's Special Blind. Approximately $20.00. 

2005 Jim Strader Hunting & Fishing Expo---February 11th-13th
The 2005 Jim Strader Hunting & Fishing Expo will be held February 11th through February 13th at the Kentucky International Convention Center in downtown Louisville. Admission is $8.00 and children 12 and under get in free.

From the Editor’s Desk…
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"How Peanut Butter May Be the Panacea to Solving Conservation issues"

"Peanut Butter," you say? Yep, peanut butter. That delectable, tasty accompaniment to chili as a sandwich, grape jelly and the occasion Ritz cracker may be able to teach us all a lesson about how to handle certain conservation issues such as cervid ranching or proper water management.

Let me clarify. In the January 5th edition of the Courier-Journal, a story was included about a grade-schooler that apparently became allergic to peanut butter. And what was the school's response to this single occurrence in the 450-student school? Well, apparently after much discussion among a small group of folks that included only the affected child's parents, state education officials and the school's attorney it was decided that the school would ban, yes, ban all peanut butter-based products from the school in order to protect this single first-grader from a second occurrence of swollen lips and gums and breathing problems.

But, surprise surprise, the ban brought complaints from the parents of the other 449 students and a compromise was reach. Ready for this one? Remember, this was a single occurrence for one child. Per the compromise, peanut-free "zones" were established for all classrooms and hallways. No peanuts at any time, no way, no how. Additionally, they also established "peanut butter-only" tables in the cafeteria set aside from the other students.

So, presumably, all the kids who bring peanut butter sandwiches to school now have to be quarantined. While the single child who had an allergic reaction is allowed to sit anywhere. Remember the old adage about the "tail waggin' the dog?" As a grade-schooler, I remember having peanut butter and jelly sandwiches at least once a week. A representative number I believe. So in a school of 450 students lets conservatively say that 1/5 (about 90) of the students bring PB & J sandwiches during the week. Which works out to be about 18 or so a day. So, we have 18 students a day forced to eat in a true "peanut-gallery" and away from the rest of their friends. What if some kid becomes allergic to brussels sprouts? Hey, let’s just set up a brussels sprout Free Zone along with the PB & J one. Just wanted to hammer home the point of the absurdity for the "politically correct" crowd. So, I guess asking for separate tables for dust mite allergies, dairy products and irritable bowel syndrome might be pushing it bit.

So, what the heck does this have to do with cervid ranching or water management? It is a lesson to be learned about reasonableness. A very important lesson to be learned. If we kowtow to the unreasonable demands or whims of a single individual or small group without first fully investigating the resulting effects on the majority, we all will surely suffer the loss of freedoms and benefits that are provided by this land's great bounty. Reasonableness is the key. And, yes, sometimes, reasonableness says to err on the side of caution but not the ridiculous.

We are constantly bombarded by outside groups wanting to jeopardize (at the very least) or eliminate (at their very best) our traditional and well-founded sporting opportunities. A constant, strong and persistent vigil is required, actually it is demanded. We must not allow our voices to become fewer, less heard, less valued or less respected.

Specifically, we cannot afford to jeopardize the bounty of the deer herd that many years of time, money and effort by the KDFWR, the state's deer hunters and, well, the herd itself has put forth to bring us to this point in time. It is a time where multiple deer tags are available and are encouraged. Where record deer are taken more and more frequently within the state. It is a time where managed conservation efforts have brought forth premier hunting grounds within the state of Kentucky. Equally, we must not let individuals or small groups propose projects that will threaten the stability of Kentucky's fertile fishing waters. 

Whether it is cervid ranching, artificially created fish farming aquacultures or some other potential threat, we must take a reasonable and cautious approach to any changes to our sporting environment that may change a naturally balanced geographic or aquatic support system. 

Let's not shuffle the deck with the Jokers still in it and expect to be dealt a reasonable hand in this game. There is a reason they call 8s and Aces the dead man’s hand! We should all urge the Department and all interested parties to coherently, intelligently, reasonably and respectfully determine what is best for the state's sporting opportunities and not be driven by a single individual or group typically driven by some short or long-term economic gain. 

Our natural commodities are too valuable and treasured to waste on fleeting economic desires or ill-conceived notions beneficial to only a few versus the value provided to the many. If we do not maintain a constant vigilance, someday you just might find yourself eating a PB & J sandwich in a deer stand located in a restricted "PB & J sandwich & CWD free" zone in a forest the size of a postage stamp along with a few hundred of your new hunting buddies. Or, perhaps you would prefer fishing on a 20' foot, $25,000 bass boat sitting in the middle of a one acre farm pond that has been officially designated as an approved "PB & J sandwich and non-farmed, non-governmental sustained aquaculture area!" Yes, those would be some fun times indeed.

Dan Sesit, Editor
Coming next month…

*A article about the IGFA (International Game Fish Association)

*Upcoming 2005 Club events for HCFS Members and Guests

*Preparing for spring’s hunting and fishing opportunities

              

The ‘Creeker Gazette is the official publication of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  The republishing rights to all materials contained herein are reserved but may be used with prior written consent of the Editor.
The information and/or opinions expressed in this newsletter are strictly those of each author. They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, directors or members of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  

You may reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications at P.O. Box 22592, Louisville, Kentucky 40222, or by emailing us at, Dsesit1@msn.com. We would enjoy hearing from you.
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                                                                                      Home of the world-famous Catfish Derby ©
Next Meeting


Wednesday, January 19, 2005





Creasey-Mahan Nature Preserve
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