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League of Kentucky Sportsmen Annual Convention---June 10th-12th

The League of Kentucky Sportsmen will be holding its annual convention on June 10th, 11th and 12th in Paducah, Kentucky. Harrods Creek will sending its delegates, so please be sure to attend this month’s meeting if you wish to be considered as a delegate or want information on attending.
Catfish Derby---June 17th, 18th & 19th

It is that time of year again for the famous (or is it infamous?) Derby. No not horses, but fish, catfish to be exact. The Harrods Creek Field & Stream Club will be holding the 21st Annual Catfish Derby at the Hollowed Grounds in Westport, Kentucky starting at noon on Friday, June 17th through Sunday noon, June 19th. The $10 entry fee will cover the 100% payout for the BIGGEST catfish caught. A clean up will be planned at this month’s general meeting so any help in clearing the Hollowed Grounds will be appreciated.

2005 Spring Turkey Season Update

According to the Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Department (KDFWR), hunters have reported 13,800 birds taken since opening of the season on April 15 through April 21st. The season concluded on May 5. 

As of April 21, 11 Kentucky counties had harvests topping 200 birds, two of which had already eclipsed 300. Ohio and Muhlenberg counties lead the way, with 324 and 316 birds taken, followed by Owen with 293, Pendleton 284, Crittenden 264, Grayson 230, Hardin 229, Pulaski 222, Hopkins 221, Hart 217 and Cumberland County with 204 birds reported.

According to the Department, 21 percent of the gobblers taken as of April 21st had been juveniles, (a.k.a. "jakes"). These are birds from last year’s spring hatch. The remainder of the harvest has been adult birds, (a.k.a. “longbeards, toms or gobblers”). Adult gobblers are male turkeys with beards longer than six inches, indicating age of at least two years old.

The Kentucky turkey population prior to the hunting season was estimated at about 230,000 birds. Hunter success usually runs between 30 and 35 percent by the close of the season.

Turkey hunting is one of Kentucky’s most challenging outdoor activities, and attracts thousands of participants. In 1978, there were only 2,000 birds in the Commonwealth. Restoration by the KDFWR has returned the flock to a healthy number and provides countless hours of outdoor recreation for modern-day sportsmen and women each year.

Bow, crossbow and shotgun hunters enjoy attempting to call a tom into range, which is about 40 yards. Turkeys are perhaps the most wary of Kentucky game species, having superb eyesight and hearing as natural defenses against predators. They are very difficult to stalk or slip up on, so most hunters use calling to bring the birds close enough for a clean kill shot.

The spring turkey season limit is two male turkeys, or turkeys with visible beards. A very small percentage of hen turkeys have beards like toms do, and may be harvested if the hunter sees the beard. Otherwise, taking hens is prohibited in spring.

Harvest results can also be found at http://fw.ky.gov/navigation.asp?cid=380&NavPath=C151C161. Complete turkey season information may also be obtained on the agency website, or by calling 800 858-1549 weekdays 8 a.m. to 4:40 p.m. Eastern.

Results of 3rd District counties at the close of the season
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	Beard >=6
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loader
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bow

	Jefferson
	64
	0
	64
	100%
	9%
	50
	14
	0
	64
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Breckinridge
	454
	0
	454
	100%
	0%
	317
	137
	1
	450
	3
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Shelby
	283
	4
	287
	98.6%
	1.4%
	220
	63
	0
	287
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Oldham
	93
	1
	94
	98.9%
	1.1%
	66
	27
	1
	93
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hardin
	439
	4
	443
	99.1%
	0.9%
	326
	113
	3
	440
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Trimble
	229
	3
	232
	98.7%
	1.3%
	160
	69
	0
	228
	4
	0


KY HUNTERS' FOR THE HUNGRY’S 

2005 3rd Annual Wild Game Cook-Off and State Championship---July 9, 2005 
The Kentucky Hunters’ for the Hungry will be holding the 2005 WILD GAME COOK-OFF AND STATE CHAMPIONSHIP on July 9, 2005 at the Kentucky Fair and Expo Center. Louisville Fire Football General Manager Bill Glaser announced it will be the host and key sponsor to Kentucky Hunter’s for the Hungry (KHFH) 3rd Annual Wild Game Cook-off and State Championship, July 9, 2005 from 2 to 6 pm at the Kentucky Fair and Exposition Center.

To participate in this year's event, the participant will need to complete a registration form and pay a registration fee as indicated below. Each individual or group participant should complete the information and return it by mail or fax to the address/fax number at the bottom of the form. The criteria guidelines for participation are included in the information folder that can be requested via the group’s web site at: www.huntersforthehungry.org. The deadline for registration is June 25, 2005. 

The Registration Fees are:   

Individual(s)---$25. (Includes 2 tickets to the Fire Arena Football game that evening and 2 event 

                                  T-shirts.)

Group---$50. (Includes 5 tickets to the Fire Arena Football game that evening and 5 event t-shirts.)
Kentucky Hunters for the Hungry is a non-profit, charitable organization comprised of responsible hunters and conservationists who encourage Kentucky’s hunters to harvest an additional deer each season. All processed meat is distributed by Kentucky Harvest to homeless shelters throughout the Commonwealth. KHFH provides more than a quarter-of-a-million meals to the hungry each year.

KDFWR Tournament Fishing List

The Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources provides the Tournament Fishing Scheduling web site where you can view scheduled fishing tournaments for a water body, ramp and date you select. This system is designed help both tournament organizers and recreational boaters avoid ramp conflicts. In addition, tournament organizers can electronically record their catch data and apply for a marine event permit for tournaments expecting 100 or more boats.
For additional information, see the following web site: http://www.kdfwr.state.ky.us/tournamentschedule.aspx
Fly Fishing Clinics

Adventure Outfitters fly fishing clinics, courses, and fly casting instruction provide opportunities for beginners, intermediates and experts to interact with some of the best teachers in the fly fishing industry. Similarly, their staff brings practical experience and professional training to each course and clinic experience. 
 
Basic Instruction
The Basics of Fly Fishing, "Fly Fishing 101," is taught by the store’s certified instructors. Refreshments are provided.
Class length: Noon to 5pm.
Tuition: $125.00
Check out the Event Calendar for available training dates.

For more information, click on “contact us”.


Intermediate Instruction
Hands-on fly fishing instruction for the advanced beginner or intermediate angler. Their Intermediate Fly Fishing courses are taught by certified instructors on a custom trip to the Blue River in Southern Indiana from 7am to 3pm. Enhance your skills while paddling the pools and wading the riffles of the Blue River. Refreshments are provided.

Tuition: $250.00/person, $325.00/2 people.
Price includes equipment, lunch, and refreshments.
Classes available between Mid-April and Late-September.


              

The ‘Creeker Gazette is the official publication of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  The republishing rights to all materials contained herein are reserved but may be used with prior written consent of the Editor.
The information and/or opinions expressed in this newsletter are strictly those of each author. They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, directors or members of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  

You may reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications at P.O. Box 22592, Louisville, Kentucky 40222, or by emailing us at, Dsesit1@msn.com. We would enjoy hearing from you.
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                                                                                      Home of the world-famous Catfish Derby ©
Next Meeting


Wednesday, May 18, 2005


7:00 P.M.


Creasey-Mahan Nature Preserve



























