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"No arsenal or no weapon in the arsenals of the world is so formidable as the will and moral courage of free men and women." 

-- Ronald Reagan, President of The United States, First Inaugural Address, January 20, 1981.

HCFS Web Site Goes Live!

The HCFS web site is now up and running. You can visit it at www.hcfsclub.com. We have added a lot of pictures from various club events as well as personal photos from club members doing the things we love to do the most…hunting and fishing! If you would like your pictures published on the web site, please forward the electronic versions to Dan Sesit at Dsesit@wcrtc.net. Our Internet crew of writers and webmasters will send out an email to all club members (at least those with emails addresses) when updates are made to the web site.

Nominees for Club Elections

At the October Board meeting, the Board will officially be accepting nominations for Club Officers and Directors-at-Large. Elections will be held at the November Board Meeting. If you would like to be considered for any of these positions, please contact any current officer or director to place your name into consideration or to place someone you feel would have the time and inclination to serve in the corresponding capacity for that particular position. It really shouldn’t have to be said, but serving as an officer or director is one of best ways of supporting our club, providing it with continued vitality and maintaining an active roll in how your local, state and national wildlife conservation and outdoor efforts are supported and utilized.

Welcome New Club Members!

The Officers and Directors would like to welcome Lowry Watkins, Jr. and Dave Savells as new members to the Harrods Creek Field & Stream Club. Please take an opportunity to introduce yourself at the next club meeting or club event and welcome them to the club.

3rd District By-Laws in Review

As part of the 3rd District of the League of Kentucky sportsmen, the Harrods Creek Field & Stream Club is participating (along with other clubs within the district) in the review of the 3rd District By-Laws. If you would like to participate in this process, please feel free to contact either Kent Cooper or Dan Sesit for a copy and additional information. 

Dove Season Has Begun
Dove season has begun. Season Dates are: September 1 - October 24, 2005 and November 24 - November 29, 2005. The daily limit is 15 doves. A state hunting license and a state migratory bird stamp or a Kentucky waterfowl permit is required.  Shooting hours are 11:00 a.m. to sunset. Private land: September 2 - October 24, 2005. One-half hour before sunrise to sunset. Public land: September 2 - October 24, 2005 (WMAs/Leased fields) 11:00 a.m. to sunset. Statewide:
November 24 - November 29, 2005. One-half hour before sunrise to sunset. Daily Limit---15*/Possession Limit---30. (Special note: *Hunters may take unlimited numbers of exotic Eurasian collared doves for the 2005 seasons if the head and/or a wing remains attached while in the field hunting or being transported. Eurasian collared doves resemble mourning doves, but possess a black slash across the back of their necks. Eurasian collared doves cleaned in the field count toward the 15-bird daily dove bag limit. It is not recommended that hunters continue to hunt for Eurasian collared doves after reaching the 15-bird daily dove bag limit.)
Reminder---Monthly Meetings Changed

After careful consideration and input from various club members, the HCFS Board of Directors has decided to discontinue regular monthly meetings in favor of the more popularly attended Board meetings (must be the free Hooters’ wings and cold beer…o.k., just kidding). Actually, the Board made the change in order to make attendance more accommodating to the majority of members and yet still provide an opportunity to conduct Club business. The Knights of Columbus has generously allowed us meet at their facilities for many years. Its close location and “gratis” meeting fees should allow the Club to operate just as effectively as before but without creating additional demands on members’ personal time and the club’s commitments…basically it gives us all more time to be out in the field or on the waters. Of course, and as always, the Board meetings are ALWAYS OPEN TO ALL MEMBERS! The Board and the Club officers strongly encourage all members to attend. Not only is club business addressed at these meetings, but “tall” stories of the field & stream are often told. And, occasionally, a hunting joke or two may get told (the punch line to the best last joke told was, “the Bear said: ‘You really don’t come here for the hunting, do you?’” That one got the whole table going…just ask any Board member). Anyway, the Board meetings are held on the FIRST TUESDAY of every month, at 7:00 p.m. at the Knights of Columbus on River Road. As always, we will continue to have our regular Christmas Party at the North Oldham Lions Club as in years past. And, if need be, we can always make arrangements for a special monthly meeting. We look forward to seeing you all at the Board meeting in September.

ALERT: CWD Found in a West Virginia Deer
From the WV DNR official web site:

News Release : September 2, 2005
Additional Info: Hoy Murphy , Public Information Officer (304) 558-3380 hoymurphy@wvdnr.gov

Contact: Paul Johansen , Wildlife Resources Section

(304) 558-2771 or (304) 389-5077, see: www.wildlife@wvdnr.gov
Chronic Wasting Disease Found in Hampshire County Deer

The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources announced today it has received confirmation that a road-killed deer in Hampshire County tested positive for Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD). “This is the first known occurrence of CWD in West Virginia ,” said Director Frank Jezioro .

“Upon receiving this confirmation, we initiated our CWD Response Plan which is designed to effectively address this important wildlife disease issue.”

The CWD Response Plan is specifically designed to accomplish the following goals:

(1) determine the prevalence and the distribution of CWD through enhanced surveillance efforts;

(2) communicate and coordinate with the public and other appropriate agencies on issues relating to CWD and the steps being taken to respond to this disease;

(3) initiate appropriate management actions necessary to control the spread of this disease, prevent further introductions of the disease and possibly eliminate the disease from the state.

The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources, in cooperation with the Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study located at the University of Georgia's College of Veterinary Medicine, has tested 1,320 free-ranging deer from West Virginia for CWD since 2002, and the Hampshire County deer is the only animal found thus far to be infected with CWD. The positive CWD sample was collected from a 2½ year-old, male deer in Hampshire County as part of a long-term, statewide CWD surveillance effort. The Hampshire County deer tissue sample was first tested at the Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study in Athens, Georgia, and then confirmed as positive for CWD by the U.S.

Department of Agriculture's National Veterinary Services Laboratories in Ames, Iowa.

CWD is a neurological disease found in deer and elk, and it belongs to a family of diseases known as transmissible spongiform encephalopathies. The disease is thought to be caused by abnormal, proteinaceous particles called prions that slowly attack the brain of infected deer and elk, causing the animals to progressively become emaciated, display abnormal behavior and invariably results in the death of the infected animal. There is no known treatment for CWD, and it is always fatal for the infected deer or elk. It is important to note that currently there is no evidence to suggest CWD poses a risk for humans or domestic animals.

CWD was first recognized in 1967 in Colorado, and it subsequently had been found in captive herds in nine states and two Canadian provinces and in free-ranging deer or elk in nine states and one province.

Earlier this year, the disease was found as far east as New York. The source of infection for wild and captive deer and elk in new geographical areas is unknown in many instances. While it is not known exactly how CWD is transmitted, lateral spread from animal to animal through shedding of the infectious agent from the digestive tract appears to be important, and indirect transmission through environmental contamination with infective material is likely.

“While the West Virginia Division of Natural Resources certainly considers this a serious wildlife disease situation with potential impacts to the state's important deer management program, I am confident that our well trained and professional staff of wildlife biologists, wildlife managers and conservation officers will meet this challenge and implement appropriate management strategies,” said Jezioro. “In addition, we are most fortunate to have scientists and veterinarians stationed at the Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study, including some of the foremost wildlife disease experts in the world, available to assist us in this effort.”

More information on CWD can be found at the West Virginia Division of Natural Resources' Web site: www.wvdnr.gov/hunting/chronicwaste.shtm and the CWD Alliance website: www.cwd-info.org.
Regional Clean Water Summit for Hunters & Anglers---February 3-4, 2006

To be held at the Louisville Marriott Downtown, the Regional Clean Water Summit for Hunters and Anglers will be sponsoring a number of various seminars and presentations, including: “Solutions: Backyard and Beyond,” “Going Where Fish Live,” and “Preserving Out Sporting Heritage.” Further details to come. Mark your calendars!
From the Editor’s Desk…
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“Go Fourth and Multiply!”

I have always believed, since first reading about the Founding Fathers, that a person should try their utmost while renting daily real estate on this big spinning rock of dirt and water, to make the constant life struggle for continuous improvement of one’s self-worth. It may just be a matter of reading more to become wiser about finances, or maybe philosophy, or the purely practical, such as learning how to service a boat motor. Basically, it means improving our own human condition.
Thomas Jefferson and John Adams are my two favorite forefathers. Amazingly, the common consequence of their deaths (they both died on the same day, July 4, 1826), served to further and mysteriously enhance the perception of their commonality and shared destiny. But what probably did much more so were their desires throughout their years to continually learn about their surroundings in the fields of science, history, philosophy, mathematics, horticulture, and  obviously, politics, expounding on the issues of the day and for their own and posterity’s sake. They were both farmers, men of politics, and naturally, outdoorsman.

Jefferson and Adams, to a great degree, conceived and were builders of a dream…we are the maintenance men (and women) of that dream that’s become reality. What they conquered, we are charged to now keep alive, protect and to grow.

But things were much simpler during Jefferson and Adams’ times in the sense of distractions. During their times, an evening’s activity would probably just be conversation with friends about the issues of the day or perhaps further study and reading about politics, science or history. Obviously, there were no movies, telephones, computers, TV or fast transportation enabling one to go from Boston to Philadelphia in an hour’s time. But relevant to their day, they were advancing, looking forward. They were not satisfied by the status quo.

Perhaps our growth and success in technology, science and general human endeavors, if we are not careful, will be our undoing sword. And, I believe that this can specifically apply to us as hunters and fishermen, too…as sportsmen, generally. That is, we cannot become complacent with what we have obtained and forget to look forward. Even if it is at a much different and advanced level than what Jefferson and Adams were exposed to. Thinking that our opportunities, strength of support and prominence will always be there, as it is today, is a very dangerous thing indeed. Complacency is often the foundation of stagnation. And stagnation in a constantly changing and advancing world is a very dangerous thing.

Which gets me to the point of this commentary. We have never in the entire history of this state had such a bountiful land and welcoming waters for sportsmen and women. The efforts of our “forefathers of conservation” have inured to us. We are the maintenance men and women of Kentucky’s outdoors legacy.

But times have changed such that we must follow in Jefferson and Adams’ steps once more. We must become visionary. We must look forward by five, ten and even 20 years and beyond to see what challenges and issues we will face and what might diminish our bounty.

What may diminish our bounty? Perhaps, it is the most simple of things. Perhaps, it is the one thing that we have never before had to fight for. Perhaps, a single event, yet continuous event, that threatens all that we have inherited. Something, so simple, that we may have overlooked its vital importance to our own survival and growth.

What is it…numbers! Simply, it is the number of sportsmen and women in the woods and on the waters in Kentucky today. Not unlike that what we manage so well out in the wild, we apparently have failed to do so for ourselves. Perhaps we have worried so much about the forest that we forgot about the trees. It is a population or demographics issue. Each year, the number of fisherman and hunters seems to be diminishing. If you doubt this, take a look around at the next LKS Annual Meeting, a local club meeting, or even a regional gun shoot. The percentage of those with gray or graying hair abound. Hopefully making us wiser, but for sure not making us more populous. In business, they call it being “management top-heavy.” And nature abhors a vacuum or an in-balance. Bad things happen when something is out of balance in nature. Nature likes to win. It is formidable. Nature must be respected.

Our clubs, organizations and events are painfully shy of young people. I’m speaking of the 40 and younger crowd. And yes, recent programs such as the archery programs in schools, the KDFWR’s Children’s Conservation Camps and so on all are good things…but we need more though!

I believe that the League of Kentucky Sportsmen MUST make this their number one priority. It has been talked about on occasion. There are “some” things being done (as in the couple of programs just mentioned), but it is not enough. A single, well thought out, focused and commonly supported strategy must be developed…and quickly.

The LKS must recognize that we are at a nexus, a crossroads of sort. We must utilize the same skills and efforts we have used in the past that preserved and grew our outdoors environment to now preserve and grow ourselves. There has always been a synergy, some might call it a symbiotic relationship, between the sportsman and the outdoors and the creatures that live there. We protect the entire deer heard, so that we may provide for the health of all its members as well as provide us with the occasional opportunity for our own sustenance. We carefully stock and biologically manage our lakes to maintain aquatic balance and to meet our desires to challenge our tenacity and guile against that of a bass or catfish.

And we do all of this in ultimate respect to those creatures living in the wild. We are the true stewards of the outdoors and everything that lives there. PETA isn’t. We spend far more time out on the lakes and in the forests than they ever dreamed about…they don’t come close. We pay for the woodlands’ habitat management, they don’t. We insure the biological and ecological systems’ balances when they get out of whack by torrential floods, or drought, or some other cataclysmic event…the tree huggers don’t. This synergistic relationship between the sportsmen and the outdoors must be maintained for the sake of all. It is important to remember that to those that have been given great treasures have also been given great responsibilities. Kennedyesque, I know, but true. And to do all this, we must have steadfast focus, clear goals, and most importantly, the numbers of sportsmen and women willing to continue the effort.

In our own club, think about this for just one minute: think of everyone you know in the club now…go ahead, picture their faces, the good times you’ve had together hunting and fishing…give it a minute…o.k., got it pictured? Good, now add 20 years. As it stands right now, where will we all be in 20 years? We all know what that picture looks like. It is not morbid or disrespectful to think or talk of such things…Jefferson and Adams did! They knew that what they had created had to be passed on to a new generation of visionary leaders. No doubt that the coming 20 years will be filled with some great highs and lows for us all. There is a lot of great fishing and hunting to do. But we must be prepared. We must start preparing and laying the foundation now!

We owe it to those that came before us and passed on their legacy, to leave that which we have partook, in as good a condition as (or better) than what was given to us. This not only applies to the environment in which we hunt and fish, but also the opportunities to do so and the numbers of hunters and fisherman to support out bounty’s continuation and growth. 

The lifeblood for the continuation of the hunting and fishing sports in Kentucky is comprised of these three things: a healthy environment, opportunities to participate in that environment and the numbers of fishermen and hunters necessary to support the continuation of the former two. This support manifests itself in a multitude of ways (i.e. licensing fees, voluntary conservation efforts, etc.). So we have an obligation of not only supporting, but directing, where those efforts should guide us.

I do not have a magic bullet to provide a simple solution to the “numbers” issue. It is unlikely that any single person does at this point in time. That is why, I believe, the LKS should establish a task force or forum, comprised from various interest groups and/or clubs, to begin looking at this issue, and to develop a comprehensive strategy and present it to the League’s Board for consideration and subsequent adoption by its membership. 
Similar to the challenges placed before Thomas Jefferson and John Adams (and their contemporaries) that required them to place into action those events that now provide us our very freedoms, we too must find the courage, the strength and the intellectual fortitude to provide for our heirs. We must set in place, soon, actions that will cause events to occur to assure the continuation of our sporting opportunities and rights. This can only be done if the numbers are there. This charges us with the responsibility of doing everything we can to bring more young people into the hunting and fishing sports. To neglect to do so, will be to our own folly. 
Dan Sesit, Editor

              

The ‘Creeker Gazette is the official publication of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  The republishing rights to all materials contained herein are reserved but may be used with prior written consent of the Editor.
The information and/or opinions expressed in this newsletter are strictly those of each author. They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, directors or members of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  

You may reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications at P.O. Box 22592, Louisville, Kentucky 40222, or by emailing us at, Dsesit1@wcrtc.net.

We would enjoy hearing from you.
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                                                                                      Home of the world-famous Catfish Derby ©


















2

