[image: image1.jpg]


The ‘Creeker Gazette[image: image2.jpg]



Official Journal of the 

Harrods Creek Field and Stream Club
April 2006
WWW.HCFSCLUB.COM
HCFS CLUB OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

President:

Terry Sullivan 


Sgt. At Arms:
Ben McDonald

Vice President:
Dave Brandt 


Director:

Maria Eckerle
Treasurer:

Art Gunst 



Director:

Alex Lea
           Secretary:

Dan Sesit



Director:

Hugh Adamson
President’s Message

Well, it’s that time of year.  Spring always brings the promise of renewal.  After a winter of death and dormancy, vegetation is now green and critters are now moving.  Perhaps that would explain the good attendance at our last meeting.  Of course the good attendance could be explained by my absence.  Maybe it’s spring or maybe it’s not having to put up with the likes of me, but apparently a splendid time was had by all.  Let’s turn last month’s phenomenon into a tradition.   I  look forward to seeing everyone at the May meeting.  If it’s nice, maybe we can sit outside on the Hurricane Deck and enjoy the river while we gather.

[image: image3.png]


     [image: image4.png]


     [image: image5.png]



Turkey Season Opened---April 15, 2006

Our state’s turkey hunting season opened on Saturday, April 15th and will run through May 7th. The Youth hunt was previously held on April 1st and 2nd.  So, here’s the lowdown on what it will take to get you out in the field legally. Per the KDFWR’s regulations, a hunter shall take no more than two (2) male turkeys or turkeys with visible beards during the spring. Only one (1) bird may be taken per day. Shooting hours are one-half hour before sunrise to one half-hour after sunset. It is important to remember that only hunters with a valid license and permit who have not taken the season bag limit can carry a shotgun, archery or crossbow equipment when turkey hunting. 
Modern (breech-loading) and muzzle-loading shotguns no larger than 10 gauge or no smaller than 20 gauge are the only firearms that can be used or possessed when hunting turkeys during the spring turkey seasons. No rifles or handguns of any type are permitted. Hunters shall not use or possess shot, or any shotshell that contains, larger than Number 4 size shot while turkey hunting. Modern (breech-loading) shotguns shall be plugged to hold no more than three shells (one in chamber, two in magazine). Longbows, recurve bows and compound bows of any draw weight are legal. Arrows shall have barbless broadhead points at least seveneighths inch wide, and shall not be treated with any type of chemical or carry any type of chemical “pod” attachments.
[image: image6.png]



[image: image7.png]



Family Fishing Day---Saturday, May 13th
HCFS’s Family Fishing Day will be held on Saturday, May 13th from 8:00 a.m. (or earlier if you are so inclined) to 1:00 p.m. at David O’Neil’s property at 2109 Johnson Road. This is a great opportunity to bring out the entire family to enjoy a casual few hours of fishing. The main focus is to make sure that the kids have a great time "wetting a line." The last several years have been a really enjoyable time for both kids and adults. In the past years, Elizabeth Sullivan has pulled a 5-lbs+ bass out of the "bluegill" pond after catching a small bluegill and unintentionally using it as bait for the large monster, and two years ago, Art Gunst caught a similar sized grass carp…so anything is possible! So, come on out, bring the kids and their friends and enjoy the fun!!!
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Catfish Derby---June 23rd-25th
Yes…it is that time again…the Annual HCFS Catfish Derby will be held on June 23rd, 24th and 25th (Friday, Saturday and Sunday). Further reminders will be coming out in the May and June editions of the ‘Creeker Gazette, but fishing will begin at the Westport, Kentucky Hollowed Grounds at 12:00 noon on Friday and end on Sunday, at 12:00 noon. The time for the clean-up of the Hollowed Grounds, to be done on June 19th starting at 9:00 am. So, please come out and help for an hour or two so we can make this another great Derby! Of course, all is dependent upon the river conditions, so we will keep everyone posted if there is any delay due to a rising (or descending) Ohio River.

SB230---A Bill Relating to Cervid Ranching---FYI
AN ACT relating to captive cervid permits. 
     Create a captive cervid holding permit; require Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources to promulgate administrative regulations relating to the permit within sixty days that are no more restrictive than the regulation currently in place other than the modifications required by this act; specify that the department has thirty days to act on a permit application; allow containment fence to be placed on the property line; allow permittee to expand his or her facility without requiring a new permit; allow permittee to transfer his or her permit after notifying the department.

AMENDMENTS TO BILL
Retain original provisions of SB 230; specify that nothing in the bill shall be construed to impair obligations imposed by statute or executive order, including a ban on the interstate importation of live cervids.

(V. McGaha) - Prohibit administrative regulations on fencing and holding requirements for captive cervids to be more stringent than regulations in place on January 5, 2004; make an exception to the stringency requirements for the Office of the State Veterinarian and the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources for reasons of disease control; require the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources to issue or deny permits for propagation and taking of captive cervids in 30 days; require the applicant for a captive cervid permit to remove all wild cervids from the facility; allow seizure and disposal of cervids held in violation of administrative and statutory requirements; impose a ban on the interstate importation of cervids; require the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources and the Office of the State Veterinarian to issue reports to the Interim Joint Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources.

(T. McKee) - Clarify that the language relates to statutes "pertaining to" the holding of cervids, not "prohibiting" the holding of cervids.

On April 5th it was signed by Governor.
And Now a Little Something Different!
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And you thought that you were having a bad day? Well, this deer was hit by a train and then landed on top of a distribution feeder pole near the tracks! Nice jump, Bambie!!!
From the Editor’s Desk…
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Why the League of Kentucky Sportsmen Needs to Pay Heed to Wal-Mart’s latest Marketing Move!

The world’s largest retailer has decided to stop selling its selection of armament in approximately a third of its US stores, which is approximately 1,000 stores. The retailing giant is basing its decision on the lack of sales in some markets according to the company. Specifically, the company spokesman has said that the decision was based upon “diminished customer relevancy and demand in these markets.” It is unknown if any Louisville-area stores will be affected. Some analysts are saying that this shift in one of Wal-Mart’s core sales strategies is its increased presence into more urban areas and competition from more upscale stores such as Target and Kmart/Sears stores’ operations.
So, why should this be an issue for the League of Kentucky Sportsmen? While this may help the “mom & pop” operations in the world, and that is also a very good thing. We also must realize that we also have a lot of sportsmen (and women) that shop at Wal-mart for guns, ammo, fishing equipment and supplies, camping equipment, and on and on and on. And, odds are, that with such a strong presence of sales in such items in most of the regional stores, one could probably venture a guess that the Wal-marts around this part of the country will not stop carrying such items.  But again, that isn’t the point either.

So, what is the point? It is that we, in my humble opinion, as sportsmen, are losing ground in the number of average everyday “Joes” and “Joans” doing sportsmens’ type “stuff” and now it is being evidence by the world’s largest retailer’s strategy to stop carrying firearms and supplies in favor of soccer balls and hula-hoops. Now, don’t get me wrong, they have to supply their shelves with whatever items that make them the most money…and I will not bemoan Wal-mart, or any other retailer, for doing that…that is what they are SUPPOSE to do! It IS the American way…God bless them!
But, it is the beginning of a wake-up call to those of us out there who use firearms for self-protection, hunting, target practice, or whatever, that there are changes that are taking place that we must start to understand and begin developing a strategy for. If we do not, then we won’t work the issue, the issue will work us. Almost all the figures in the past five years are showing that our numbers are declining or at the very best, in some cases, remaining barely stable. Imagine if you said the same thing about your bank account every time you went to pay your monthly bills (o.k. some people are saying I DO know what that feels like)? 
Growth is important to our sport. Just like a yearly raise is to our paychecks. We must do everything we possibly can to not only preserve what we have but to begin thinking about offering a new generation of Kentuckians an opportunity to enjoy the outdoors and the waters of our great state to no less a degree then what we have been so privileged to partake in over these lo many years. To do anything less, would at best be shameful and at worst a dereliction of our respect for all those that have fought in the past to preserve what we now richly enjoy. 

My point is that the League must make as one of its top priorities in the immediate coming years not only growth within the ranks of the League itself but also growth in the overall numbers of people enjoying Kentucky’s natural abundance that we call the great outdoors. That means true partnerships with the KDFWR, other conservations groups operating within our state and the public at large. I fervently hope that the future leadership will appreciate this opportunity before us, and that future generations will look back with pride in our ability to look beyond the here and now and know that we had the forethought to have known what WE wanted our future to be. Because, if we don’t, then sportsmen too will eventually be relegated to “diminished relevancy!”
Dan Sesit,
Editor
Remember: Next Board Meeting will be Tuesday, May 2nd at the Knights of Columbus on River Road at 7:00 pm!

The ‘Creeker Gazette is the official publication of the Harrods Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  The republishing rights to all materials contained herein are reserved but may be used with prior written consent of the Editor.
The information and/or opinions expressed in this newsletter are strictly those of each author. They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, directors or members of the Harrods Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  

You may reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications at P.O. Box 22592, Louisville, Kentucky 40222, or by emailing us at: webmaster@hcfsclub.com. We would enjoy hearing from you.
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                                                                                      Home of the world-famous Catfish Derby ©

For Sale
by

Kip Knopf

(502) 459-2299
Polaris – 4-wheeler – Trail Boss 325; color: red and white, automatic, 2-wheel drive, chain driven. Bought in August 2002; front and rear racks; good tires, model year 2000----$1,900.00

Boat – 1989 Beretta – ski/fishing boat; 18-foot fiberglass, live wells, 3 cylinder inboard Volvo motor, includes trailer and full cover---$2,900.00

Farm Tractor – Diesel, AGCO st. 30x; SL44, model year 2004, bought new; about 150 hours on tractor, 4-wheel drive, front end loader, 2-stage clutch. Includes 6-foot King Cutter finishing mower, 5-foot King Cutter bush hog, 4-foot grader box, and 4-foot disk. Color – orange---$9,850.00















2

