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As we are coming upon the beginning of several hunting seasons within the next couple of months, and as a service to our readers, your top-flight staff of ‘Creeker staffers, reporters, copywriters and editors thought it wise to bring everyone up-to-date as to the various hunting dates, rules and regulations courtesy of various reports from the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources Department. We wish everyone the best of luck during the upcoming seasons!
Kentucky’s Dove Hunting Season Opens Sept. 1
Kentucky’s dove hunting season opens statewide Sept. 1. The season will be split into three segments this year to allow hunters some additional late-season opportunity. The first segment opens Sept. 1 and closes Oct. 15, while the second segment runs Nov. 23-28. The final segment will run Dec. 30 through Jan. 7 to overlap the Dec. 30 through Jan. 5 Free Youth Hunting Week.
Bag limits and shooting hours for dove hunting remain the same as last year. Hunters are allowed a 15-bird daily limit and 30-bird possession limit. Shooting hours for the Sept. 1 opener are 11 a.m. to sunset statewide. 
However, from Sept. 2 through Oct. 15, shooting hours are different for private and public land hunting. On private land during this time, hunters may take birds during normal daylight hunting hours, from one-half hour before sunrise to sunset. On public land, including wildlife management areas and public leased fields, shooting hours are 11 a.m. to sunset. For the second and third segments of dove season, shooting hours are one-half hour before sunrise to sunset for both private and public land.
Dove hunters should see mature fields and an abundance of birds this season. “The fields are looking pretty good across the state,” said Rocky Pritchert, migratory bird program coordinator for the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources. “It’s been a little hot and a little dry in some places, so some fields may not have maxed out in the amount of crop they produce, but they all should still do fairly well.”
Hunters are reminded that it is illegal to hunt doves over baited fields. A baited field is an area where grain, salt or other attractants have been placed, other than those that occur by legitimate agricultural practices. Mature wildlife food plots grown to attract doves are legal hunting areas, as long as no additional attractants have been placed on these areas.
“For anyone hunting doves, they need to look around the field and ask the landowner or host what’s been done to it,” said Maj. Randy Hedges, assistant director of law enforcement for Kentucky Fish and Wildlife. “You should be suspicious of a field that doves are coming to for no apparent reason (such as sunflowers or wheat growing in the field).”
For more information on dove hunting and for a list of department-leased fields open to the public, pick up a copy of the 2006-07 Kentucky Dove Hunting Guide, available wherever hunting licenses are sold. (Courtesy of Kentucky Department of Fish & Wildlife Resources) 

2006-2007 Waterfowl Seasons Set
The Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Commission set the 2006-2007 waterfowl seasons at its quarterly meeting on August 25. 
The Fish and Wildlife Commission recommends all hunting, fishing and boating regulations for approval by the General Assembly and approves all expenditures by the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources (KDFWR). The Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Commission must place waterfowl seasons in the framework mandated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service because all migratory game birds are under federal control.
Ducks, Coots and Mergansers: 

· The duck seasons will be split for 2006-2007. The first duck season runs from November 23 (Thanksgiving Day) through November 26, 2006 statewide. The season again opens December 4, 2006 and closes January 28, 2007 statewide. Daily bag and possession limits remain the same as last year.  Canvasbacks may now be taken for the entire duck season, but under a 1 duck daily bag limit.  
· Season dates for mergansers and coots are the same as the duck season dates for the 2006-2007 seasons. The daily bag limit for mergansers is 5, only two of which may be hooded mergansers. The daily limit for coots is 15. 

Dates for the goose hunting seasons are as follows: 
Canada Geese: 

· Western Goose Zone – December 4, 2006 - January 31, 2007 (except the portion of Fulton County in Western Goose Zone extends to February 15, 2007) 

· Pennyrile-Coalfield Goose Zone (including West-Central Canada Goose subzone) – December 13, 2006 – January 31, 2007 

· Eastern Goose Zone – December 13, 2006 – January 31, 2007 

· Northeastern Canada Goose Zone – December 30, 2006 - January 7, 2007 and January 20 – January 31, 2007 

White-fronted Geese: 

· Statewide – November 23, 2006 – January 31, 2007 

Snow Geese: 

· Regular Season – November 23, 2006 – January 31, 2007 (except the portion of Fulton County in the Western Goose Zone extends until February 15, 2007) 

· Conservation Order Season: 

·         Eastern Goose Zone: February 1 – March 31, 2007 

·         Western, Pennyrile-Coalfield and West-Central Goose Zones: 
February 1-2, 2007; February 5 - March 31, 2007 

·         Fulton County – February 16 – March 31, 2007 

Youth Waterfowl Season: 

· Eastern Zone: November 4-5, 2006 

· Western Zone:  February 3-4, 2007 

In other waterfowl related business, the Commission approved removing the reporting requirements for Canada goose hunters in the Western Goose Zone. This includes the Ballard and Henderson-Union reporting areas. They also removed the preseason reservation draw at Boatwright Wildlife Management Area (WMA) in Ballard County. All hunters will now have a daily draw for blind sites.
The Commission also voted to lengthen the waterfowl hunting day at Ballard WMA from noon to 2 p.m., the same as Boatwright and Sloughs WMAs. Hunters may now hunt beyond noon, but must be off the area by 2 p.m. 
The Commission also recommended moving the southern boundary line for the waterfowl refuge at Lake Barkley WMA near Taylor Bay to the TVA transmission line that crosses Lake Barkley at river mile 55.5. This opens up 600 more acres to waterfowl hunting and uses a permanent landmark for a boundary, replacing the buoy system formerly used to mark the boundary.
The Commission also recommended banning the feeding of wildlife in rural areas from March 1 through July 31. The ban would not apply to municipal areas and rural residents could still feed wildlife within the curtilage (the enclosed land surrounding a home or dwelling) of their property. The regulation improves turkey law enforcement and also reduces the spread of disease and exposure to aflatoxin. Aflatoxin is a mold toxic to birds and other wildlife that grows on grains exposed to the elements.
The Commission changed the elk hunt application period to December 1 through April 30 in order to give drawn hunters more time to plan their elk hunt. Previously, the application period ran from December 1 through July 31. 
Kentucky is now part of the Interstate Wildlife Violators Compact as permitted by SB 132 that passed the General Assembly on March 30, 2006. The Interstate Violators Compact includes a reciprocal agreement that makes any suspension of hunting and fishing rights stemming from a violation in a member state apply to all of the states included in the compact. 
In fisheries related business, the Commission recommended allowing bow anglers within 200 yards of a dam, except by boat in areas where boating is restricted. They also recommended that anglers cease snagging once they attain the two fish daily creel limit for paddlefish. Snagging anglers cannot release or cull any snagged paddlefish.
The Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Commission elected officers to serve until August, 2007. First District Commission member Charles Martin was elected chairman and Seventh District Commission member Doug Hensley was elected vice-chairman. Fifth District Commission member Dr. James Rich was elected secretary.
The next Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Commission meeting will be held at 8 a.m., Friday, December 8, 2006 at #1 Sportsman’s Lane off U.S. 60 in Frankfort. Persons interested in addressing the Commission must notify the KDFWR Commissioner’s office in writing at least 30 days in advance to be considered for placement on the meeting agenda. People who are hearing impaired and plan to attend the meeting should contact the KDFWR at least 10 days in advance and the agency will provide a translator. To request to address the commission, write to KDFWR, Commissioner Dr. Jon Gassett, #1 Sportsman’s Lane, Frankfort, Kentucky, 40601. (Courtesy of Kentucky Department of Fish & Wildlife Resources)
Apply in September for Waterfowl Quota Hunts 
Waterfowl hunters may now apply for the quota waterfowl hunts at Ballard Wildlife Management Area (WMA) in Ballard County and at Sloughs WMA in Henderson and Union counties during the month of September by calling 1-877-598-2401. 
This is the same phone number used to apply for deer and pheasant quota hunts. The process to apply is the same. A caller may apply for a deer, pheasant or waterfowl quota hunt at the same time. A representative will assist you. Tell the representative you want to apply for Kentucky quota hunts when you call.
Hunters may find the list of choices for the waterfowl quota hunts on the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife’s website at fw.ky.gov. Click on “2006 Quota Hunts” on the homepage. 
The hunts at Ballard WMA begin on December 6, 2006 and end on January 31, 2007. The hunts on Sloughs WMA begin on November 23, 2006 (Thanksgiving Day) and end also on January 31, 2006. 
Both Ballard WMA and Sloughs WMA will host youth quota hunts on the first weekend in February, 2007. 
There is a minimum charge of $3 to apply for the waterfowl quota hunts. A hunter can apply only once each for Ballard and Sloughs WMA. (Courtesy of Kentucky Department of Fish & Wildlife Resources)
Deer and Small Game Numbers Up---Outlook Good for Fall Hunting Seasons
A warm winter and stable spring have boosted deer, quail, rabbit and squirrel numbers this year. That’s encouraging news for hunters this fall.  
Experts estimate Kentucky’s deer herd at 900,000 animals. “From all appearances, the herd is very healthy right now,” said Tina Brunjes, big game coordinator for the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources. “We had an excellent fawn crop last year with lots of twins and triplets.”
Deer hunting kicks off September 2 with the start of archery season, which continues through January 15, 2007. The number of deer taken by archery hunters remained relatively stable over the past several years, averaging between 11,000 and 14,000 each year since 2000. 
This year’s season should be an excellent one if nature cooperates. “To have a good harvest, we need cool weather this fall,” Brunjes said. “We need cool weather to get the deer moving. The more deer move, the better the hunting.” 
Small game numbers are up despite some rough years previously. Trees that produced few nuts (mast) two years ago rebounded with a strong crop last year. That helped more animals survive.
“We had a catastrophic failure of the mast crop in 2004,” said John Morgan, upland game coordinator for Kentucky Fish and Wildlife. “Whatever food was available was quickly decimated by squirrels and other wildlife that year.”
The timing of the mast failure of 2004 in many parts of Kentucky couldn’t have been worse for squirrels. “In 2003, we had one of the best mast crops in 20 years and that set the stage for disaster in 2004,” Morgan said. “We had high reproduction and high numbers of squirrels combined with a very poor mast crop for squirrels to eat.”
By January and February of 2005, the lack of food for squirrels began to take its toll. “We received reports of crazy squirrel activity and lots of dead squirrels,” Morgan explained. “They swam across lakes and drowned. Boaters found them and scooped them out of the lake and released them ashore. They washed dead up on the banks. I received a report of 74 squirrels killed in one small section of road. A biologist counted 36 squirrels in one tree.”
The numbers of squirrels are again on the upswing. “The great mast crop of 2005 and the mild winter should increase squirrel numbers,” Morgan said. “This promotes multiple litters from one female. This is a very good step for us to rebuild the population.”
Squirrel hunters should concentrate near hickory trees in the early season, then shift to oak and walnut trees as the season progresses.
The good conditions also improved rabbit and quail numbers from last year. “This type of winter helps the early rabbit reproducers,” Morgan said. “I’ve heard more positive rabbit reports this year.” 
Although rabbits can be found throughout Kentucky, the outer Bluegrass region and reclaimed mining areas in western and eastern Kentucky offer the best hunting.
Quail numbers, based on rural mail carrier surveys, are up 20 percent over last year. “Quail are looking better,” Morgan said. “The mail carrier data for last year was the worst in over 40 years, so the increase is encouraging.”
Peabody Wildlife Management Area (WMA) in western Kentucky, Yellowbank WMA in Breckinridge County and reclaimed strip mine areas in eastern Kentucky are good quail hunting areas. 
For more information about hunting opportunities, pick up a copy of the 2006-2007 Kentucky Hunting and Trapping Guide available wherever hunting licenses are sold.
2006 Deer Season Dates, Zones, and Bag Limits---ZONE 1 
Counties:  Anderson, Ballard, Boone, Bracken, Bullitt, Calloway, Campbell, Carlisle, Carroll, Christian, Crittenden, Franklin, Fulton, Gallatin, Grant, Graves, Harrison, Henry, Hickman, Jefferson, Kenton, Livingston, Lyon, Marion, Marshall, McCracken, Nelson, Oldham, Owen, Pendleton, Robertson, Scott, Shelby, Spencer, Taylor, Trigg, Trimble, Washington and Woodford
 
	Archery Season
	Sept. 2 – Jan. 15, Either sex

	Crossbow Season 
	Oct. 1-22, Nov. 11 – Dec. 31, Either sex

	Youth-Only Firearms Season    (Age 15 & under only)
	Oct. 14-15, Either sex 

	Free Youth Hunting Weekend  (Age 15 & under only)
	Dec. 30-31, Either sex

	Muzzle-loading Season
	Oct. 21-22, Dec. 9-17, Either sex

	Modern Gun Season
	Nov. 11– 26, Either sex




Bag Limits & Zone Restrictions
1. A hunter may take an unlimited number of antlerless deer, using one statewide deer permit and unlimited bonus antlerless-only permits (good for two (2) antlerless deer each).  
2. A hunter is limited to ONE (1) deer with visible antlers (excluding button bucks) per license year statewide, except additional antlered deer may be taken on WMA or State Park quota hunts or federal areas. 

3. Hunters shall abide by the equipment restrictions in place for each season. 

     
Remember: The next Board Meeting will be Tuesday, 
September 5th, at the Knights of Columbus on River Road at 7:00 pm! 
All HCFS club members are welcome to attend!

The ‘Creeker Gazette is the official publication of the Harrods Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  The republishing rights to all materials contained herein are reserved but may be used with prior written consent of the Editor.
The information and/or opinions expressed in this newsletter are strictly those of each author. They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, directors or members of the Harrods Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  

You may reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications at P.O. Box 22592, Louisville, Kentucky 40222, or by emailing us at: webmaster@hcfsclub.com. We would enjoy hearing from you.
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