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President’s Message

The good season is about here.  Winter is on the wane and soon we’ll be enjoying some fishing.  For your Pres, it means the end of hockey season and some free time to spend afield and on the water.  Hope that it’s working about the same for you.

Right now, sit back and enjoy another of Dan’s fine newsletters.  He’ll clue you in on what’s what for the next month.  Finally, remember that your license expires this month.  Buy the new one before you hit the woods and waters.  Don’t leave home without it.
House Bill 290---Concealed Carry Permit Owners’ Name’s to be Made Private

At a recent House committee meeting, a measure was approved to have those Kentuckians who carry a concealed weapons permit to have their names kept private. Training records would also be kept private. The Bill would also allow the fees for instructors’ training courses to be raised from $100 to $150. It should be noted that all records are currently open to public inspection. The Bill now gets forwarded to the House where it is likely to be passed.
HB 129---Cervid Ranching---Defeated (or at least delayed)      

On Thursday, February 9th a good number of Kentucky sportsmen showed up at the state Capitol in Frankfort to protest against House Bill 129. Included in that group from the Harrods Creek club were Alex Lea, Dan Sesit, Kent Cooper and Terry Sullivan. HB 129 basically served to benefit Cervid Rancher operations while potentially exposing the Kentucky deer heard to numerous risks to CWD and its introduction and possible spread into the state. Sportsmen were dressed in “hunter orange” so that all present were well aware of the number and strength there to defeat HB 129.  
During the morning, the group learned that HB 129 would be delayed while various parties negotiated a more reasonable resolution to the issues raised in the Bill. Your club’s officers and directors will be keeping a close eye on the progress of these negotiations and the final resolution to HB 129. As has been stated before, it is important “to protect now what is protectable.” Though we have no guarantee that CWD won’t find its way into this, or for that matter any other state, we do have an obligation to stop it by all means possible while we still have that option.
Club Pistol Shoot on Thursday, February 23rd 

The club will be sponsoring a club pistol shoot on Thursday, February 23rd starting at 6:00 p.m. at the Bluegrass Indoor Range. You can find info and directions at the following web site address: http://www.bluegrassrange.com/. Rates are: 30 Minutes (1 person, 1 Lane): $8.00; 30 Minutes (2 persons, 1 Lane): $12.00 1 Hour (1 person, 1 Lane): $16.00; 1 Hour (2 person, 1 Lane): $24.00.  For those of you not Internet savvy or just don’t care to “surf the ‘net,” then you can get to the range by going to 4402 Kiln Court in Louisville or by calling (502) 451-9088 for additional info. This is the time to bring out all the extra ammo you have sitting around, or have a darn good excuse to go out and buy more! Last year’s shoot was a great success and a lot folks had a great time burning up some powder. So, we hope to see you there!
Reminder---Dues Time
Just a reminder, it is that time of year again. Again, along with this month’s edition of the newsletter you will find the Annual Renewal Membership form. For just $35 bucks, you get a multitude of benefits from one of the best known, greatest and oldest clubs in the state of Kentucky. Things like: the Annual Catfish Derby, The Annual Christmas Party, a great newsletter, a top-notch club website, annual pistol shoots, family fishing day, sport shoots, fishing trips to Rough River, the Ohio River and Lake Cumberland and much, much more. Plus, the fun of going out with all your buddies hunting and fishing! So, go ahead….write out that check, send it in…no doubt this year will be even better than last year!
Officers Appreciation Dinner & LKS 3rd District Meeting---Wednesday, February 22nd

Please note that the next 3rd District meeting will take place on Wednesday, February 22nd at the Jefferson County Sportsmen's Club.  The Meeting will begin at 6:00 P.M.  It will be Conservation Officer Appreciation Night and the HCFS will be contributing a check at the meeting for the Third District Federation Conservation Officers Fund.  Club members are strongly encouraged to attend. The Jefferson County Sportsmen's Club can be found by going to I-265 to Bardstown Road south to Waterford Road (Hwy 660), and then turning left ¼ mile to the Club. There will be a dinner provided before the meeting to show appreciation to the CO’s for all of their hard work and dedication. See you there!!! 
From the Editor’s Desk…
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I’m goin’ huntin’ with Vice president Dick Chaney!

O.k, o.k., maybe I’m really NOT going hunting with the VP, but I have no problems with accepting any such invitation. Why? Because, by vilifying Chaney, the national press, wacko liberals, and a whole other bucket-full of those individuals, groups and organizations who detest hunting or simple would like to see us all who do hunt have our guns taken away from us, and locked away safe from “their” society, are vilifying us as well. We are the common, everyday, average people who see the outdoors as a bountiful treasure to be managed for subsistence and growth (as we do), to be respected (as we do), to be maintained for our prosperity (as we do)!
Yes, the late-night comedians have gotten their share of quips in, like, “I’d rather go hunting with Dick Chaney than driving with Ted Kennedy!,” and “Bring our soldiers home from Iraq and send Dick Chaney!” or radio song parodies like a takeoff of Aerosmiths’ Janie’s Got a Gun, revised to be sung as “Cheney’s Got a Gun!” Yes, they are somewhat funny and they serve their purpose, and in a free society it is perfectly fine, if not mandatory, that we have the right to question, make fun of, ridicule, support, contribute to our favorite candidates or politicians…by God, it IS the AMERICAN way.
But the problem that I have is that the national press (taking their cues from a continuing incestuous relationship) with a number of those in certain national political affiliations, are calling for Cheney’s head. They are trying to sell a dime for a dollar, and in doing so, they only further perpetuate the general publics’ viewpoint of how much they (the aforementioned group) are out of step with the majority of us. What in the #$@%& does a hunting accident have to do with one’s ability to help run a major world power? Got me! Of course, some of those newsmen and women and their mutually agenda-supporting politicos should probably be thinking, “jeez-o-peets…if this guy shoots his ‘friends’ just what the hell does he do to his ‘enemies’?” Furthermore, and to take a different tact altogether, if we were all judged under such scrutiny, I wonder just how many of us, or the political scallywags in Washington calling for Cheney to step arise, or the news media, would past muster? I’m guessing that it would be a very low percentage.
Let’s just break this whole thing down though. They were hunting, someone got a face full of bird shot pellets, a person got hospitalized for a few days, and then the “victim” came out of the hospital, held a news conference and reconfirmed that it was an accident, he’s going to be ok, and life should go on. Come on folks, we’ve got much bigger fish to fry. Hey, Mr. Vice president…give me a call…I’d love to plate some tasty quail!
Dan Sesit,
Editor

The ‘Creeker Gazette is the official publication of the Harrods Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  The republishing rights to all materials contained herein are reserved but may be used with prior written consent of the Editor.
The information and/or opinions expressed in this newsletter are strictly those of each author. They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, directors or members of the Harrods Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  

You may reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications at P.O. Box 22592, Louisville, Kentucky 40222, or by emailing us at: webmaster@hcfsclub.com. We would enjoy hearing from you.
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                                                                                      Home of the world-famous Catfish Derby ©















1

