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3rd District Commissioner’s Selection Meeting Results---June 13th
On Tuesday, June 13th, the Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources Commission Nomination Meeting was held at the Valley Traditional High School in Louisville. Residents of the Third Wildlife District (counties in the District include: Breckinridge, Bullitt, Jefferson, Meade, Oldham, Shelby and Spencer) who, for the past two consecutive years, had either purchased a Kentucky hunting or fishing license or who had hunted or fished in Kentucky but were not required to purchase a license; or had registered a boat in the state of Kentucky were allowed to participate in the nomination process.

The names of up to five nominees (our own Terry Sullivan among them) have been submitted to Governor Ernie Fletcher, who will then appoint one nominee to a four-year term on the Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Commission. We want to wish Terry the very best of luck.
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2006 League of Kentucky Sportsmen Annual Convention---June 9th, 10th & 11th 

The 2006 LKS Annual Convention was held at the Holiday Inn, Hurstbourne Lane, Louisville, Kentucky on Friday, June 9th, 10th and 11th. Your HCFS delegates were Dan Sesit and Terry Sullivan.
The KWFF Banquet was held on Friday night. Master of Ceremonies for the evening was the perennial favorite, Ben Hall, who as always did a great job. Miss America 2000, Heather French Henry, sang the National Anthem. In addition to the various auctions, the main guest speaker for the evening was Ms. Jennie Richardson. Ms. Richardson is the Kentucky Director for the National Archery in Schools Program under the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources. Ms. Richardson did an excellent job in demonstrating why the archery program has been such a great success under her leadership here in Kentucky. The main presentations for the evening were the Junior Duck Stamp awards and the Kentucky Conservation Achievement awards. Chris Thiessen, from Boone County, Kentucky, took the Best of Show award for 2006 for his creation of a Harlequin Duck in pencils and pastels swimming in sunlit water. His art teacher is Alison Thiessen, his mother. The KWFF presented the following awards: 
Conservation Organization of the Year---Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation; 
Wildlife Conservationist of the Year---Mr. Taylor Orr; 
Water Conservationist of the Year---Mr. Tim Guilfoile; 
Conservation Educator of the Year---Mr. Joe Bailey;

Conservationist of the Year---Mr. David Ledford;

College Student Conservationist of the Year---Mr. Christopher Louis Marcum; and 
President’s Special Award---Ms. Laura Lang.
Saturday morning began the Convention main activities for the day. Starting with the delegate roll call and seating, a welcome by 3rd District President, JR Radcliff, and lastly, an invocation by Alex Lea.  The group welcomed Kentucky’s Secretary of Commerce George Ward. Additional presentations followed by Jerry Perza, who gave the Daniel Boone National Forest report, William Lisowski who gave the Land-Between the Lakes report, and Dr. Jon Gassett, the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources Department’s Commissioner, who gave a detailed report as to the past year’s activities by the Department.  After a short break, the Convention continued with reports from Bob Smith regarding the Nation Wildlife Foundation report, Rollie Beers who gave the NRA report, Don York who gave the LKS Tresurer’s report and lastly, Ronnie Wells, who gave the President’s report. Mr. Schuyler Olt then made the presentation for Mr. Wells for the Furtaker of the Year award. 

At this time, the Resolutions were presented and voted on.  Here’s how the delegate voted on the following Resolutions:
Resolution #1---Passed
Therefore be it resolved that the League of Kentucky Sportsmen shall call upon the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources to allow those persons who have legally obtained a Concealed Carry Deadly Weapons License from the state of Kentucky to carry their weapons for self defense purposes even while hunting whether it be bow hunting for deer or turkey hunting or fishing.

Resolution #2---Withdrawn
Therefore be it resolved that the League of Kentucky Sportsmen calls upon the State to continue indefinitely the Governor’s Executive order forbidding the issuance of any new Cervid Farming Permits, and the Ban on the Importation of Cervids.
Resolution #3---Passed
Therefore be it resolved that the League of Kentucky Sportsmen Inc. shall take the position that hunting (or anything marketed as hunting) of deer and elk should be limited to fair chase conditions. Further, that so called Domesticated Cervids (deer and Elk) are still Game Animals and should not be allowed to be hunted except on facilities license as Shooting Preserves,

Resolution #4---Passed
Therefore be it resolved that the League of Kentucky Sportsmen Inc. shall go on record in support of the efforts of both the RMEF and KDFWR in making Eastern Kentucky an Elk Hunting destination.

Resolution #5---Withdrawn
Let it hereby be resolved that the League of Kentucky Sportsmen petition the KDFWR and the Kentucky Legislature to make it illegal to shoot deer or elk with either a firearm or archery equipment on any farm designated as a Captive Cervid Farm. This would not affect those operations designated as Shooting Preserves.

Resolution #6---Passed
Now therefore be it resolved: that the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources resolve the licensing expense inequity that now exist between youth fisherman and youth hunters and yet maintain the ability of the Commonwealth to receive funds under the Pittman-Robertson Act. That the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources accomplish this by changing the youth hunter regulations to the following:
1) Continue to require the “hunter safety” course and certification.

2) Allow the youth hunter to purchase his/her license at the same cost as the “Senior/Disabled” license until reaching sixteen (16) years of age. (Sam as fishing license requirement)

3) As with the “Senior/Disabled” license require no further, i.e. species specific license, permit or stamp, except as required by federal law.

Resolution #7---Failed
Now: THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: that the League of Kentucky Sportsmen, at their convention in June 2006, call upon the Department of Fish and Wildlife, and request that the 1st weekend in September be designated as the youth gun season, moving it from October, or as an additional youth hunt, open archery season on the following Monday in September (Labor Day), so that the youth would have 1st opportunity to take a trophy animal.

Resolution #8---Failed
Now: THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: that the League of Kentucky Sportsmen, at their convention in June 2006, call upon the Department of Fish and Wildlife, to have anyone that is 16 years of age or older, that is assisting or a accompanying a commercial fisherman while fishing with commercial gear, to also have their own full fee commercial license.
Resolution #9---Failed
Now, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: that the League of Kentucky Sportsmen, at their convention in June 2006, call upon the Department of Fish and Wildlife, and request that any hunter over the age of 16 can harvest only whitetail bucks with an antler spread of 12 inches or more.

Resolution #10---Passed
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved. The Grayson Chapter of the Kentucky Grouse Hunters Association hereby asks the Board of Directors and Officers of the League of Kentucky Sportsmen to petition all appropriate governing bodies of the State to include the Kentucky Fish & Wildlife Law Enforcement Officers in the Kentucky Law Enforcement Foundation Program Fund (KLEFPF), including but not limited to requesting the KDFWR Commission to initiate and “Strongly Support” the necessary legislation to achieve this purpose.

Resolution #11---Passed
Now, therefore be it resolved, The Blue Grass Sportsmen’s League hereby asks the LKS Board of Directors to petition the KDFWR to extend the free Youth deer weekend between Christmas an New Years to include Friday, thus creating a three (3) day season.

Resolution #12---Passed
Now, therefore be it resolved, The Blue Grass Sportsmen’s League hereby asks the LKS Board of Directors to petition the appropriate state governing bodies to establish term limits for members of the Fish and Wildlife Commission.

Resolution #13---Failed
NOW, THEREFORE, Be it resolved that the Grandview Hunting Club hereby asks the Board of Directors and Officers of the League of Kentucky Sportsmen to petition all appropriate governing bodies of the State including the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife to follow the voice of the Crossbow Survey and further extend the crossbow season throughout the rest of the month of October and up to the opening date of the Modern Gun season.

Resolution #14---Withdrawn
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: The league of Kentucky sportsmen recommends that the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources open a Hunting and trapping season statewide starting 2006-2007 using a quota system.

Resolution #15---Passed
Now, therefore, let it be resolved: that the League of Kentucky Sportsmen at their June 12006 Meeting in Louisville, Kentucky will petition the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources to publish an Agenda which will fully and accurately outline the subjects and actions which will be brought before the next and all future Commission meetings. Said Agenda to be published in the Kentucky Commerce Cabinet News Release and over the internet via email at least six weeks prior to said meeting to allow interested parties time to discuss the subjects and communicate their thoughts to their Commissioners or the Commission. This resolution was discussed and approved at the 3rd District meeting on February 22, 2006.

Emergency Resolutions

There were five Emergency Resolutions which were either withdrawn prior to coming to the floor for consideration or failed to be brought to the floor lacking the votes to be considered.
After the Resolutions were voted on, election of NWF, NRA and office of president were voted upon by the delegates. Ronnie Wells was reelected as LKS president, Rollie Beers was reelected as NRA representative and Vikki Rawe was elected to NWF representative. The Convention then ended Sunday with an LKS Board meeting. 
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Reminder---Catfish Derby---June 23rd-25th
As a reminder to mark your calendars for June…it is that time again…the Annual HCFS Catfish Derby will be held on June 23rd, 24th and 25th (Friday, Saturday and Sunday). Fishing, camping and general telling of lies about BIG fish will begin at the Westport, Kentucky Hallowed Grounds at 12:00 noon on Friday and end on Sunday, at 12:00 noon. Of course, all is dependent upon the river conditions, so we will keep everyone posted if there is any delay due to a rising (or descending) Ohio River. But, to date, everything looks great. We’ll see you there!!!
From the Editor’s Desk…
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Well, the 2006 League of Kentucky Sportsmen’s Annual convention has come and gone. As with any organization the size of the LKS, it is pretty typical that not everyone gets everything they want. A true example of this is Resolution #12 that was passed by the delegates of the League during this year’s Convention in Louisville.
Specifically, the Resolution calls for term limits of Fish and Wildlife Commissioners. It can be read from the list provided in the Convention story above. However, this Editor is dead-set against term limits of any kind for a number of reasons.

First and foremost, there is no real need for term limits. Actually, we have them already…they’re called ELECTIONS! Every four years, Americans get a chance to “term limit out” a sitting President. If that person has done a poor or mediocre job, we have the authority, and the right, to get them out of office.  As for the LKS, we get that opportunity every year. As for the district Fish and Wildlife Commissioners’ seats, same as the national office of president, four year terms.

Four years is the perfect amount of time to give the people in such a position an opportunity to establish their contributions and allow time for those “contributions” to take seed so that WE may determine if that person as a Commissioner is deserving of more time representing us. 
Again, if they are absolutely horrible, we get rid of them. But, what if they are not horrible? As a matter of fact, what happens if that person has been not only diligent in the discharge of their duties, but has gone above and beyond the call of duty for that position? Do we throw away all that talent, experience and wealth of knowledge singularly because some people at some point in the past were possibly disgruntled about a single issue and then consequently thought that “new blood” would be better for a governing body than one that now sustains the support of the people because that person has done an outstanding job for his/her constituents? 
In my opinion that is simply ludicrous thinking. Under this rational, you should go to your wallet right this minute and return any old, worn-out, torn or slightly mutilated bills to your bank and get fresh brand new bills to replace them. Now don’t worry about all the time, trouble and effort of doing this, because, remember, under the “term limits” theory, such “items’” past and/or current value is not important…what IS important is that you would be getting brand new, fresh, greener than green (and now multi-colored) federal bills to simply replace those old tired ones that you have. They’ll look pretty in your wallet, but have you really gained anything of value? 
Or, as perhaps another example. What if you were term limited in your job as an office worker, business owner or truck driver. The conversation would go something like, “Well, Bob, you know you’ve been doing a great job for us these past four years, but it is time for us to bring in someone new.” “Why?” you ask. “Well, Bob, it is like this, it is company policy that we never ever have anyone work for us for more than four years no matter what their contributions have been to the Company.” Imagine if we ALL had to live by that rule or law. Not unlike having elections, companies have “term limits” in place and it is called “employment-at-will.” Do well, and you get to keep your job. Otherwise, well, you know.
If a person still has valuable contributions to make and the people are not only willing, but wanting, that public servant to continue that high-level, quality work for them then that representative should be allowed to do so. Besides, once again, we already have “term limits” they’re called ELECTIONS!!!

Dan Sesit, Editor

Remember: The next Board Meeting, due to the July 4th holiday, will be held on July 11th, the 2nd Tuesday of the coming month, at the Knights of Columbus on River Road at 7:00 pm! 
All HCFS club members are welcome to attend!

The ‘Creeker Gazette is the official publication of the Harrods Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  The republishing rights to all materials contained herein are reserved but may be used with prior written consent of the Editor.
The information and/or opinions expressed in this newsletter are strictly those of each author. They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, directors or members of the Harrods Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  

You may reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications at P.O. Box 22592, Louisville, Kentucky 40222, or by emailing us at: webmaster@hcfsclub.com. We would enjoy hearing from you.
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