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2006 Fishing Forecast from the KDFWR
The KDFWR has released its forecast for this coming season’s fishing opportunities. It seems that this year that Kentucky Lake and its tailwaters are the places to be to have the greatest opportunity for multiple species and the greatest opportunities to catch those species. The following are some of the highlights for the waters that club members typically take advantage of:
LAKE CUMBERLAND---50,250 acres(Russell, Wayne, Clinton, and Pulaski counties)
Spotted bass---Excellent---Expanding population with numerous 10-14” fish available.
CUMBERLAND LAKE TAILWATER(Russell, Cumberland, Clinton, and Monroe counties)
Trout--- Excellent--- Abundant 12 - 15 inch rainbow and brown trout.  Moderate numbers of larger rainbows expected as they grow into the protective slot (15-20”). Anglers should see an increase in numbers of brown trout larger than 20 inches.

GUIST CREEK LAKE      317 acres      (Shelby County)

Largemouth bass--- Excellent--- Good numbers of fish over the 12-inch size limit; highest number 15 in. or larger fish since 1998; potential for a trophy fish. Effect of low lake level during 2005 drought remains to be seen.

KENTUCKY LAKE and TAILWATER      51,000 acres      (Marshall, Calloway, Lyon and Trigg counties)

Blue catfish--- Excellent--- Best fishing on main lake during summer along deep channels.  Drift using live shiners or cut shad/skipjack in areas where creek channels meet the main river channel. Year around fishing in the tailwater.  Expect construction in tailwater area, with limited bank fishing.

Bluegill--- Excellent--- Numerous 5 to 7 inch fish; the best fishing in May.  Crickets and worms under corks during the spawn is a primary option.  Later in summer try the stake beds or deep (6-10 ' water) brush piles.

Channel catfish--- Excellent--- Best fishing during late spring along rocky shoreline of lake and also rip-rap shoreline around dam and marinas, good fishing along river channel during summer and on flats along the channel; year around fishing in the tailwater. Expect construction in tailwater area, with limited bank fishing.

Crappie--- Excellent--- The population is maintaining a good number of legal size (>10 inch) and high number of sub-legal size crappie.  Fish are shallow in spring; in fall and winter crappie move to secondary channels and flats near creek channels. See more about crappie habits under the Kentucky Lake crappie study tab, found in the fishing section of the Department's web page; www.fw.ky.gov.

Largemouth bass--- Excellent--- Expect moderate numbers of bass in the 15-17 inch group.  High numbers of bass in the 12-15 inch group.  Aquatic vegetation found in most embayments will provide exciting topwater fishing.

Redear sunfish--- Excellent--- Moderate numbers of 8 - 12 inch redear; best fishing in late April and early May.  Fish in areas with gravel substrate and vegetation such as the yellow mustard flowers inundated by water.  Redear generally spawn a bit deeper than bluegill.  New for 2006, daily creel limit is 20 for redear sunfish.

MCNEELY LAKE    51 acres    (Jefferson County)

Largemouth bass--- Good--- Good numbers of fish over the 12-inch size limit. Best cover is water willows, fallen trees and stumps.

Redear sunfish--- Good--- Low numbers but some quality fish present

OHIO RIVER

Catfish--- Fair--- Large fish are below dams in boils, stay back 150 feet from boil and cast live or cut bait. Allow bait to drift back and follow bait until fish are located.

White bass--- Excellent--- Good population levels.  Sandbars and below dams best producers.

ROUGH RIVER LAKE      5,100 acres      (Breckinridge and Grayson counties)

Hybrid striped bass--- Excellent--- Excellent population levels of fish over 15 inches; several large fish available. June is best month for jump fishing. Hot tip: Avoid jumps with small fish, move until you see large "splunks" (because these are schooling fish and like sizes congregate).

TAYLORSVILLE LAKE      3,050 acres      (Spencer, Anderson and Nelson counties)

Blue catfish--- Excellent--- Population increasing; stocked annually since 2002. Fish with live bait or crank baits (bank areas in warm months, and open water in cool months). Fish up to 25 inches possible.

Further details about the above results can be found at the Departments website at:

http://fw.ky.gov/fishingforecast06.asp?lid=1321&NavPath=C244
(Courtesy of Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources)
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Left: Alex Lea and his young friend Daniel Kerns pose for one of many fish that young Daniel caught Saturday morning. Right: Elizabeth Sullivan prepares to pull in one of her several bluegills. Seems that the kids did a little better than most of the adults…which is kind of what the HCFS Family Fishing Day is all about!
Family Fishing Day---Saturday, May 13th
The HCFS’s Family Fishing Day was held on Saturday, May 13th from 8:00 a.m. to about noon or so at David O’Neil’s property on Johnson Road. About 10 to 15 club members and guests showed up. Though earlier in the morning it was grey and overcast, it quickly became sunny and the temps warmed up to the high 50s and lower 60s later in the morning. And, the fish WERE biting!
It was a great opportunity for several kids of the club members who came out as the pictures above attest. It seems almost everyone caught bluegill and bass. However, the past year’s experiences with David’s grass carps were not to be found this year. But with everything else being caught, no one was too worried about tangling with those big monsters. Once again, the club wishes to thank Nancy and David for the opportunity to come out and enjoy a great morning’s fishing with friends and family.
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Reminder---Catfish Derby---June 23rd-25th
As a reminder to mark your calendars for June…it is that time again…the Annual HCFS Catfish Derby will be held on June 23rd, 24th and 25th (Friday, Saturday and Sunday). A final reminder will be coming out in the June edition of the ‘Creeker Gazette. Fishing, camping and general telling of lies about BIG fish will begin at the Westport, Kentucky Hollowed Grounds at 12:00 noon on Friday and end on Sunday, at 12:00 noon. The time for the clean-up of the Hollowed Grounds will be done on June 19th starting at 9:00 am. So, please come out and help for an hour or two so we can make this another great Derby! Of course, all is dependent upon the river conditions, so we will keep everyone posted if there is any delay due to a rising (or descending) Ohio River.
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By  
Terry Sullivan

President, Harrods Creek Field & Stream Club
As one of the oldest and most influential clubs in the state, the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc. takes its role as a leader in conservation seriously.  That’s why we’re enthusiastically supporting Bob Fraley for President of the League of Kentucky Sportsmen, Alex Lea as the League’s NRA Representative and Vikki Rawe as the NWF Representative.

It’s been a long time since a sitting League president has faced a challenger.  Such a challenge only comes about when there is significant dissatisfaction among the members with the direction in which the League is going.  For the following reasons, we like the direction that Fraley will take the League:

· Bob will make sure the League works in the interest of the sportsmen and women from Pikeville to Paducah.  The League needs to be on top of these issues and to work in concert with the other conservation groups in the state to further the interests of hunters, anglers and conservationists.  Our interests are not just local and small.  They cover the entire state.

· Bob will work to improve the relationship between the League and the KDFWR and the Commission.  It has been an embarrassment to every sportsman and woman in the state to watch the League antagonize and unfairly criticize the Department and the Commission.  They are our partners in conservation and should not be whipped like a rented mule.  Mending these fences is his immediate priority.   
· Bob will work diligently to get the League license plate sold.  The commitment to this license plate has tied up about a third of the League’s money and it’s high time to free these funds up to enable the League to do its real job, conservation of the Kentucky’s fish, wildlife, soil and water resources.  Bob will not commit any significant amount of the League’s money to anything (as was done here) without the advice and consent of the membership.

· Bob will begin the process to make the League a partner with the Kentucky Wildlife Conservation Partners to further the interest of conservation in Kentucky.  While the League is the largest single conservation organization in the state, it is not so large or so all-knowing that it can do the same job alone as it can do together with our partners in the field of conservation.  Bob will strive to work with the KWCP to lend our voice so that it become an even stronger voice in Kentucky‘s conservation.   
· Bob will launch and then implement a strategic planning effort to get the LKS back on track.  The current leadership has lost its focus and its way, and is even doing damage to our efforts and reputation.

· Bob will seek out the people who will return The Kentucky Sportsman and our website to their former high quality.  They will once again be up-to-date and informative.  In an age where information is critical, Bob is committed to seeing that our two main communication vehicles, the website and the newspaper carry up to date and complete League information.  Never again, will a small club like the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club be the only place where clubs across the state can see the resolutions to be considered at the convention before the convention.  That sort of information belongs on the League website and in The Kentucky Sportsman before the convention.  It shouldn’t be left to a small, civic minded club to donate the bandwidth to do the job the League should have done.

The League made a major step forward in 2002 when we were chosen to be the NRA’s state organization.  The NRA has been a valued partner of the League for many, many years.  The NRA Representative must be up to the task of maintaining our end of this partnership.  We believe that Alex Lea is the man for this job.  Alex has outlined his platform in the following manner:

· Alex will immediately contact our NRA representative to develop a dialogue that will lead us to partnership projects.  For the last two years, we’ve done little to work cooperatively with the NRA.  His first priority is to begin immediately to rekindle a good relationship with our local NRA Staff Representative.

· The League is the State Organization for most NRA activities, but the Kentucky Rifle and Pistol Association is still the group that represents the competitive marksmanship events.  Alex will contact Chuck Messina and Bill Ball of the Kentucky Rifle and Pistol Association at once to develop a working relationship with our partners in the competitive shooting sports.

· Alex will attend the 2007 NRA convention.  He will seek out the planners for the 2008 convention in Louisville and offer his services to help our State host its first NRA convention with the style and hospitality that befits both the League and the Commonwealth.  The incumbent NRA representative has done nothing towards this goal.

· Alex will report regularly and faithfully to the League board and membership all NRA activities and programs and take his direction from you as how you want our partnership with the NRA to go to the next level.

· Alex will seek out every opportunity to partner with the NRA for the benefit of the League.

The League’s oldest conservation partner is the National Wildlife Federation.  Founded in the same year as the League and just two years before our club, the NWF has worked for conservation causes on a national and global scale.  These causes have not always been those that the League endorses.  The NWF has to a great degree returned to its roots by reinvigorating its relationship with the first conservationists, hunters and anglers.  We have the best field representative the NWF has in Brian Preston.   From our end, we have been fortunate to have good representation with the NWF, in the form of both Linda Saunders and our present NWF rep, Bob Smith.  Bob has been a good mentor to both Linda and Vikki Rawe.  We believe that Vikki Rawe is the person to maintain and nurture this relationship as NWF rep for the following reasons:

· As the NWF Representative, Vikki will work closely with our NWF field representative in order to make sure that Kentucky’s conservation issues are clear to the NWF.  

· As the NWF Representative, Vikki will work to further the NWF’s goals and objectives so long as they don’t conflict with the stated principles of the League.

· As the NWF Representative, Vikki will work with the Kentucky Wildlife Conservation Partners to protect and enhance the fish, wildlife, water, air and soil resources of Kentucky, so long as their initiatives do not conflict with the stated principles of the League.

· As the NWF representative, Vikki will attend the annual NWF meetings and be an active, vocal representative for Kentucky’s conservation issues.

· Vikki will report regularly and faithfully to the League board and membership all NWF activities and programs and will take her direction from you as to how you want our partnership with the NWF to go to the next level.

Each of these candidates has set forth a platform as a pledge by which they will conduct themselves. The incumbent President and NRA Representative have no such platform.  They have given the voter no such pledge.  The only thing on which the worthiness of their candidacy can be judged is past performance.  In our opinion, with the exception of the NWF rep, it could have been a great deal better.  Their stubbornness, lack of leadership and failure to work toward the future does not, in our opinion, merit a vote of confidence.

In the final analysis, the reason for our enthusiastic support for Bob, Alex and Vikki is not our low opinion of the performance of the Presidential and NRA rep incumbents and their lack of direction.  Our support springs from our belief that these three people have the best interest of the League at heart.  They have each developed a framework by which they will conduct their offices.  They bring an enthusiasm for the job, a plan of action and a vision for the future.  We wholeheartedly support such forward thinking and concern for every member of the League.   We urge you to join us in voting for them.  When you compare them to the other choice, you have but one reasonable option:  Bob Fraley, Alex Lea and Vikki Rawe.

Remember: Next Board Meeting will be Tuesday, June 6th at the Knights of Columbus on River Road at 7:00 pm! All Club members are welcome to attend!

The ‘Creeker Gazette is the official publication of the Harrods Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  The republishing rights to all materials contained herein are reserved but may be used with prior written consent of the Editor.
The information and/or opinions expressed in this newsletter are strictly those of each author. They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, directors or members of the Harrods Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  

You may reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications at P.O. Box 22592, Louisville, Kentucky 40222, or by emailing us at: webmaster@hcfsclub.com. We would enjoy hearing from you.
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