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Lake Cumberland---Wolf Creek Dam---Latest News
Hilda Legg, an engineer from the KY Department of Fish and Wildlife has been working on the job for about two weeks now. She is the Executive Director of Interagency Services for the Lake Cumberland Region. This office was established by Governor Fletcher in response to the challenges in the region resulting from the Corps of Engineers’ repairs to the Wolf Creek Dam and the lowering of the water level at Lake Cumberland. Legg’s office will be located in Somerset and will serve to link affected citizens and communities of the Lake Cumberland region with state government offices that can provide assistance and information.

RAMP CONDITIONS ACCORDING TO THE CORPS:

The following Corps operated and Commercial Marina boat ramps are usable at or near the target elevation 680” (* these ramps are monitored closely; conditions are subject to change)

*General Burnside Island State Park

*Cave Creek (approx. 15' of concrete left, then mud)

*Conley Bottom Marina (campground ramp, boats less 20'approx.)

*Halcomb's Landing (small boats less 20'approx.)

*Jamestown Marina

*Lee's Ford Marina

*Waitsboro (small boats less 20'approx.)
Lake Cumberland Web Sites of Interest

LIVE WEBCAMS OF LAKE CUMBERLAND

1) http://lakecumberland.com/duocamz.html
Jamestown Resort Marina, from the motel island looking ESE out to the main lake. 

2) http://lakecumberland.com/sdcamz.html
State Dock harbor, from the dock office looking NW out to Greasy Creek.

3) KY Dept. of Tourism features Lake Cumberland on their “spotlight” page

http://www.kentuckytourism.com/spotlight.htm
http://lakecumberland.com/
4) Army Corps of Engineers Lake Cumberland/Wolf Creek Dam web page. http://www.lrn.usace.army.mil/pao/issues/WOLcommo/
5) Lake level website: 

http://www.lrn.usace.army.mil/hh/resplots/wol_a.html
6) The Corps’ Manager's office home page:

http://www.orn.usace.army.mil/pao/lakeinfo/WOL.htm
7) Corps Nashville District: 

http://www.lrn.usace.army.mil/
(Information courtesy of Kentucky.gov)
2007 Legislative Updates Affecting Sportsmen
1) HB 354---Tax Credits to Land Owners for Conservation Easements
 

Current status: 

Feb 7-introduced in House 
Feb 12-to Appropriations & Revenue (H)
Direct link to Bill

http://www.lrc.ky.gov/RECORD/07RS/HB354.htm
 

This bill will give tax credits to land owners for conservation easements. The bill will potentially create 100,000's of acres for wildlife habitat that can lead to a great increase in hunting land opportunities! This is probably the single most important thing that we can do as sportsmen for improvement of wildlife habitat in our lifetime.  

 

There was a rally in Frankfort on Friday, February 9, 2007 where sportsmen and women attended to support this Bill. There were more than 300 participants in the State Capitol Rotunda who were greeted by Governor Fletcher who thanked everyone for coming. There were number of state representatives attending as was KDFWR Commissioner Dr. Jon Gassett.  Gassett explained the time and effort it took to get the Bill before the house for a vote.   The attendees gathered before the rally at the Salato Center were the Department served lunch (Buffalo Burgers).
Details of the Bill 

· A land owner receives a transferable tax credit when they donate a conservation easement on their land to a qualified land trust.  The amount of the tax credit should be a percentage of the easement value. 

· An incentive in the form of a higher tax credit for a land owner that grants public access to their land, along with a conservation easement.  

· The conservation easement will be donated to and negotiated with a land trust or public agency, while the access agreement will be a separate agreement between the KDFWR and the landowner. 

· The tax credit will be transferable.  This will allow landowners to reap a financial benefit for conserving their land by selling their tax credits to another entity in the Commonwealth that pays state income tax.  Colorado and South Carolina have this system and landowners that receive such credits are getting between 70 and 80 cents on the dollar for their credits.  

· Tax credits should be available to both corporate and private landowners.

 

Below is a list of benefits that will result from such a system;

· Kentucky is blessed with an abundance of wildlife. Conserving land with conservation easements is a way to protect this resource while keeping the land in private ownership. 

· Such a system will help family farms stay in the family. 

· The forest products industry in Kentucky is a multibillion dollar industry.  The biggest threat to this industry is the conservation of forestland to non-Forrest uses such as real estate development.  Conservation easement can protect forestland, while allowing timber harvest.  Landowners will have an immediate incentive to conserve forestland.  

· In the coalfields of Kentucky, reclaimed mine lands can provide high quality habitat that support abundant wildlife populations.  Such a system would open up thousands of acres of land to hunting, fishing and other outdoor recreation, greatly enhancing ecotourism economic activity. 

· One of the great aspects of Kentucky's landscape is our famous horse country.  Sadly, many of these farms are being converted to housing developments.  We need incentives for landowners to protect these landscapes as a part of Kentucky's culture.  A tax credit system is a good tool with which to do this.  

2) HB 375---Provides that the state regulates various sporting, animal, and other activities and prohibits local government from regulating those fields.
Current Status

Feb 8-introduced in House 
Feb 12-to Local Government (H)
 

Direct Link:

http://www.lrc.ky.gov/RECORD/07RS/HB375.htm
 

 

This bill will protect the rights of hunters, fishermen, trappers and houndsmen statewide!  It is a great piece of legislation and deserves our support!  Call 1 800 372-7181 and tell them you support this bill!

3) HB 231---Allows sale of live coyotes to running pens
Current Status
Feb 6-introduced in House 
Feb 7-to Agriculture and Small Business (H) 
Feb 12-posted in committee 
Feb 14-reported favorably, 1st reading, to Calendar 
Feb 15-2nd reading, to Rules
Direct Link:

http://www.lrc.ky.gov/RECORD/07RS/HB231.htm
HOUSE BILL #231 has been introduced by Rep. Royce Adams. This is the bill to allow the sale of live coyotes to running pens, (which made it through the House last year). It is imperative to get this bill KILLED in Committee.

Chairman: Tom McKee

Vice Chair: Royce Adams (sponsor)

Vice Chair: John Arnold

Vice Chair: Mike Denham

Vice Chair: Richard Henderson

Vice Chair: Ken Upchurch

Committee Members: Dwight Butler, Mike Cherry, James Comer, Milward Dedman, C.B. Embry, Jimmy Higdon, Charlie Hoffman, Brad Montell, Fred Nesler, David Osborne, Don Pasel, Rick Rand, Tom Riner, Steven Rudy, Dottie Sims, Tommy Turner, Susan Westrom, Rob Wilkey.

To get behind any of these Bills, call to 1 800 372-7181 and let your legislators know your support or disapproval of these pieces of legislation! one toll-free call. If your legislator is on any of these committees, be sure to contact him/her as well, as a constituent.

Dues Renewal Time Again---Reminder!
Well, folks, it is that time of year again where we ask for that annual contribution to help the club keep running for another year. For a mere $35.00, you get the monthly ‘Creeker Gazette, www.hcfsclub.com, the famous (maybe “infamous”) Catfish Derby, Annual Christmas Party, and much, much, more. So, accompanying this month’s newsletter is the Membership Renewal form. Please send your check and renewal form to the club’s P.O. Box listed on the renewal application. The club officers and directors thank you for your continued support and wish you the best in 2007!
Remember: The next Board Meeting will be Tuesday, March 6th, at the Knights of Columbus on River Road at 7:00 pm! 
All HCFS club members are welcome to attend!

The ‘Creeker Gazette is the official publication of the Harrods Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  The republishing rights to all materials contained herein are reserved but may be used with prior written consent of the Editor.
The information and/or opinions expressed in this newsletter are strictly those of each author. They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, directors or members of the Harrods Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  

You may reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications at P.O. Box 22592, Louisville, Kentucky 40222, or by emailing us at: webmaster@hcfsclub.com. We would enjoy hearing from you.
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