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The 'Creeker Gazette

The Official Journal of the 

Harrod's Creek Field and Stream Club 


President’s Message

This month I come to you with somber news.  J.R. Radcliff, Ed Mouser and Susan Bowman, the officers of the Third District Wildlife Federation brought charges against me to the League board.  Allegedly, they said I have “made statements that are detrimental to the League” and I have “misrepresented my position with the League to the KDFWR and the Kentucky Wildlife Federation Foundation.”  I say allegedly because I have yet to be given the formal charges. The League Board voted to remove me from the League and rescind all the awards I’ve been given.  Without going into a long-winded explanation, the charges, as I understand them, are baseless and without merit.  The most baseless of these charges is that I have entered into an unholy pact with Ben Hall, President of the KWFF to raid the kid’s college money to build a monument to myself. I know I don’t need to tell you this but I did no such thing.  This is the level of allegation that these folks have ginned up against me.  Why they feel the need to tell such whoppers is beyond me, but I fully expect to be exonerated at a hearing before the members of the League at the annual meeting.  In the long-term, everything is going to be all right.  In the short-term, we do have two things to consider.  First is if you want me to continue as your president.  Ronnie Wells and Company does not have the authority to remove me as president of your club.  You do.  If you believe that it is inappropriate for me to serve while under this cloud, I will step down.  I don’t want to ever do anything to hurt this club or its members.  Our long-term success is too important to me. 

The second issue is whether or not this club will remain affiliated with the League.  At our last 

Home of the World-Famous Catfish Derby ©

meeting, there was a strong sentiment that since we no longer receive Kentucky Afield as a membership 

benefit and because they have “crapped on one of ours” (not my words), we should not rejoin.  Before we take this precipitous step, I’d like for you all to consider a couple of things.  First, as best I can tell, this club is one of the founding member-clubs of the League.  We’ve had about as long as an affiliation as a club can have.  Breaking what may be a seventy-one year tie is a serious step.  It affects the history of our club.  Before that step is taken, I’d like for you to consider it carefully.  Second, while the League is in a very bad state right now, that has not always been the case.  It has been a great organization, one that has been of great benefit to the sportsmen and women of Kentucky.  It will very likely return to that greatness some day.  We have to assess our position carefully.  I know that there is some sentiment to leave the League out of a sense of loyalty to me.  That loyalty is touching, if misplaced.  I’m a big boy.  I’ll sink or swim on my own.  Please don’t make this the tipping point.  Please make your decision on the basis of what will be in the long-term interest of us and those who will follow us.  

Please make every attempt to make this next meeting.  We’re going to discuss this issue.  It is a watershed in our history.  You should be there and have your voice heard. Members old and new have a stake in this issue.

Dues Due:

Oh yeah. While you’re at the meeting weighing the fate of club, why not pay your dues.  It’s not the same meaty issue, but without the bread we never get to the meat.

Keepin’ It Legal

Your licenses have expired.  I know you haven’t hunted or fished without your new fun ticket.  If you’re getting ready to go, make sure you’re legal.  If you want to stay (as the commercial says) legal for less, be sure and check out the Sportsman’s license.  It’s the cosmic fun ticket.  For one discounted price, you’ll be legal to chase everything that it’s legal to hunt in Kentucky.  If we ever open a Wooly Mammoth season, with this license you’ll be ready. You can buy it on line at http://www.kdfwr.state.ky.us/

Building Bluebird Boxes

We will build bluebird boxes!  Thanks to the financial sponsorship of Kent Cooper, we’re going to build these fine little nesting cavities for the blue bird of happiness (and if he’s in a ‘Creeker box, how could he be anything else but happy?).  Bring your drill, screw gun, ruler, carpentry skills and a cheery attitude.  We’ll convene at the O’Neil Wildlife Sanctuary on Johnson Road, Sunday April 1 at 10:00 AM.  This will also be your opportunity to see the now-fabled Garagemahal, which is David’s interpretation of the perfect garage.  Somehow, I think it’s an interpretation everyone will understand.

Upcoming Events:

Family Fishing Day:  May 12

Catfish Derby Cleanup: June 1

Catfish Derby Cleanup Rain Date: June 16

Catfish Derby:  June 22, 23 and 24

Catfish Derby Rain Date: July 13, 14 and 15

Note:  Any decision on postponing the Catfish Derby for inclement weather will be made by the officers of the Club.  It will be posted on the website (www.hcfsclub.com) by Wednesday June 20 at Noon.  This is the official determination of any date change.  If you have questions, please call Terry Sullivan at 558-5464.

Next Issue Teaser

Since this month’s edition of the ‘Creeker Gazette is the old school style, we’re going to carry on the old school tradition in the May edition.  This is a gubernatorial election year, so we’ll reprise the world famous election predictions using the Catfish Derby Index (CDI).  As soon as I finish typing this tome, I’m going to start my in-depth research on the fishing skills, proclivities and behaviors of all of the candidates and fearlessly predict the primary winners using the CDI.  Will Gatewood smoke ‘em out?  Will the last two men standing both be named Steve?  Is a Harvard Law degree a detriment to a cat fisherman?  Can bottom-feeder Bruce Lunsford catch bottom feeders?  What of the Slug-out between Ernie and Annie?  You’ll have to wait for the May edition.  Mud will be flung!

Bully Pulpit

The controversy du jour is over changes in the laws regarding placement of bait/feed for wildlife.  You can go Fish and Wildlife’s website to find the exact language, but in a nutshell, this change makes it illegal to put out feed for wildlife from March 1 to July 31.  This does not include live food plots.  It’s essentially bait piles.

The rationale behind this change is twofold.  First, grain that is stored (and piled in a feeder or in a big pile out back is, for these purposes, stored) in hot moist climates are subject to developing a toxin. I’m not going to pretend to understand the science and there have been enough varying opinions about the occurrence of this toxin that I don’t have an informed opinion as to the validity of this argument.  It’s left to brighter minds.

The other rationale is to make easier for Conservation Officers to enforce the baiting laws.  Under the old system, you could put out all of the bait you wanted for turkey, you just couldn’t hunt in its zone of influence.  If a slickster had enough land, he could put out ten far-flung bait piles.  None of them were illegal until he hunted them.  He could then play a game of hide and seek with John Law.  It was a nightmare.  This new law prohibits spreading feed (read bait) during this period.  There is almost universal agreement that baiting has a serious negative impact on the turkey flock because it makes harvest much more of a certainty.  In this light, the law seems to be a pretty good idea.

But wait, it’s not that simple.  Folks who want to put out feed (bait) for deer are also in this blackout period.  These guys are screaming bloody murder.  They like the idea of spreading feed so that they can create a behavior pattern in the deer and to observe them (often using digital trail cams) to help them hunt the uber-buck.  This new law upsets their apple cart (or grain wagon, as the case may be).

I believe it was Goethe who said, “Every man measures his own greed”.  We all have a moral compass that dictates what is and isn’t a good thing to do.  I’m not going to make a value judgment about someone else’s value system, except to behave as I see fit.  I would, however, expect that when people try to impute values on law that they do so with some consistency.  

I'll admit that I'm pretty old fashioned about how I hunt. I've been using the same two rifles to hunt deer for the last thirty years. I've been using the same bow for 20. No scent lock. No trail cams. No baiting. In fact, I hunted in old army fatigues (not BDU's but fatigues) until they were more patch than pants. Hunting is a lot about the tradition to me. I'd rather get a middling doe doing things in my old, ritualistic way, than kill Buckzilla using all of the new tricks. Call me a Luddite if you must.


I find it interesting that many of the same folks who were so adamantly opposed to the expanded crossbow season are now adamantly opposed to the new baiting law. I recognize that two of the arguments that were used against the crossbow season were over-harvest of deer and the diminution of the art of primitive weaponry.  Now, the same people are making the case for baiting as a help to killing more deer and making it easier to pattern deer. It seems like the same argument for baiting is the one against crossbows. I'm confused. Are we interested in maintaining the purity of the sport or are we interested in making it easier? Are we worried about killing too many deer or too few deer? To say the least, it sends a very mixed message.


I always find it amusing that many of the opponents to the full crossbow seasons were shooting bows so modern that they are barely recognizable as what they'd like to call a stick and string. Seems to me, with the exception of the longbow, the crossbow predates all other hunting bows by at least two or three hundred years. Talk about your primitive weapons.

The trail cam (which isn't being discussed here but kind of fits in) gives a hunter a tremendous advantage in patterning and identifying deer. True, it doesn't kill them for you. It doesn't sit still for you. It doesn't make you quiet or stealthy, but it does give you a hell of an advantage. So do you use a trail cam and bait to increase your odds on a big buck with the latest and greatest high-tech bow?  Why are these artificial means to gain an advantage ok and the crossbow not?  

I really don't want to stir up a stinky fight. I'd just like for everyone to consider all of the arguments and all of the issues and see if maybe the dots aren't being connected correctly. If not to put an end to this argument or to change the rules, but to clarify your own thinking on why you do what you do and what portion of the sport is important to you.  I’d also like for people who are so quick to want to deny others the opportunity to pursue the sport in a different manner consider how they do things as well.  Maybe their techniques aren’t as traditional as they’d like to think.


I also wonder why many in this group seem to almost reflexively oppose anything that the KDFWR wants to do.  This case is a perfect example.  The KDFWR is not perfect but the sun does shine on every dog’s ass once in a while.  Everything they do isn’t right, but by the same token, they are not always wrong, either.  

It's kind of an interesting question. The outcome will not change the way I hunt. I value the ritual. I value the use of my obsolescent equipment for the sake of doing it the old way.  I like the fact that my #1 rifle is only two years younger than me and that if my bow were a kid, it would be about ready to graduate from college.  While I was and am a proponent of the expanded crossbow season and I have only a vague opposition to using feeders to attract deer to my weapon, I do wonder how the rabid traditionalists who fought the crossbow tooth and nail square their position with the present generation of ultra-sophisticated bows, space-age arrows and tackle, timed feeders and trail cams. What am I missing? How are these things all compatible?  
The opinions expressed in the Bully Pulpit are those of the author.  They are not necessarily the opinions of the officers, director s or members of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.   But they should be.

The ‘Creeker Gazette is the official publication of the Harrod’s Creek Field and Stream Club, Inc.  You can reach us with comments, complaints, submissions, complements and most importantly requests for membership applications.  You can write us at box 22592 Louisville, Kentucky 40222, call us at (502) 558-5464, or email us at daking101@hotmail.com.  We’d love to hear from you.
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