“Has ESPN Sold-out the “True” Fisherman?”

It seems to me, at least the last time that I was out on the waters, that there are more than just bass out there waiting to be caught. But, if you had watched ESPN Saturday mornings this past spring and summer you’d a thought that American waters (and American fisherman) only, and singularly, support bass fisherman.

Now don’t get me wrong, I love to fish for bass. They are tenacious, can have a bad attitude for their size and are a sly and complicated game fish. But then, I also love to eat pizza and have a beer…but not every day! With their single species coverage, ESPN has essentially told all us crappie, catfish, trout, striper, walleye, muskie, bluegill…and any other type fisherman, that we are undervalued and underappreciated. 

Yes, I am aware of the publicity that this type of high-graphic, rock & roll sound-tracked exposure gives to the sport…and I’m not saying that this is an all bad thing (though I have had my fill of “Icconelli” and his antics but that is for another column). And yes, the financial support of the likes of CITGO petroleum products, BUSCH beer and others are essential to the growth of this support. But what price are we paying? And by “we” I mean not only ESPN but the fishing community as a whole. ESPN has hung its hat on the biggest hook on the rack. From a marketing standpoint, I understand this. And, yes, it is probably the “smart” move from that perspective. However, doing this leaves a lot of other fisherman out in the cold. 

So, what is the trout fisherman to do? Where does a “techniques of fishing” guy or girl get his or her tips to make them a better fisherman or woman? Where do we find our ½ an hour walleye adventures? Well, I have found such a place, and it is called OLN…the Outdoors Life Network. For those of you with satellite dish services it is commonly included (it is on channel 608 for those of you with DirecTV).

OLN pacifies not only the “true” fisherman but also the “true” hunter! Now, I have to wonder what ESPN will be showing over the coming fall and winter months in regards to hunting shows. Just bucks? Bucks in heat! Bucks eating! Bucks scraping! Bucks leaving sign! Bucks being stalked! Bucks being shot and harvested! Great! What about fall turkey hunting or maybe rabbit hunting? What about duck hunting? What about goose hunting? Or, maybe pheasant or quail hunting? Where’s all that going to be? Maybe we can just watch reruns of summertime bass tournaments on ESPN!

Well, you get the picture. I suppose we should be thankful that a major television company is paying this much attention and providing this much support to at least a portion of the outdoor sports. But, they have done so at the exclusion of a good number of the rest of us. Which is why I won’t stop buying CITGO gas products or drinking Busch beer, I’ll just spend the greater portion of my disposable “sportsman-related” income on those products and services that most support me…like those found on OLN.

